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K. GEORGE III.

THE
unfortunate difputes with the American

Colonies, revived by the impofition of the

Port duties in 1767, had fince that fatal period

fuffered no interruption or abatement, though very

much kept out of fight by thofe vehement do-

meftic contefts in which the Englifh nation felt

itfelf for the time more nearly interefted, though
of far lefs real and lafting importance. A general

retrofpeclive view "of Colonial politics will be ne-

cefiary, to illuurate and introduce the momentous

tranfaclions of the fucceeding years. In the a6l

impofing the port duties on paper, glafs, colors,

teas, &c. pafled A. D. 1767, was a remarkable

claufe, which gave fcarcely lefs umbrage and alarm

than the taxes themfelves; empowering the Crown

by lign manual to eftablifh a general CIVIL LIST

throughout every province in America, to an inde-

finite extent, with any falaries, places, or appoint*

ments, to the very laft fhilling of the American

VOL. II. B revenue.



2 K. GEORGE ill.

revenue. The act indeed provided, that 1

after all

iuch ininiflcrial warrants under the iign manual

as are thought proper and neceffary fhall be fatis-

fied, the rcfidue of the revenue (hall be at the dif-

pofai of Parliament. " But who, it was aiked, can

fuppofe fuch warrants will ever \x,fai'isfed till Mi-

nifters have provided for all their friends and fa-

vorites ? This mockery of an American revenue

proves at laft, faid a Member of the Houfe (Mr.

Hartley), to be only the crumbs that fall from the

Minifler's table the RESIDUE of a royal warrant

countcriigned by the Firft Lord oftheTreafury !"

The next ftep in the progrefs of the new fyftem

of American taxation was the eftablifliment ofan

American Board of Commiflioners, which, under

the aufpices of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Mr. Charles Townfhend, paflcd into an uc~t the

fame feilion. This Board was fixed at Bofton,

where the Commiffioi>ers arrived in the autumn of

that year.
r

The non-importation agreement entered into by
the Colonies, in confequence of the rafh and un-

advifcd meafures adopted by England, have been

already noticed ; but though they confined their

tiraBital oppujition to their commercial combina-

tions, they now began to indulge a boundlefs and

dangerous liccnfe of fpeculatfoe difcujfion on the

nature and extent of parliamentary power. Till

this period they had, with a cheerfulnefs which pre^

eluded
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eluded any deep or accurate invefiigation of right,

admitted the exercife of a difcretionary legislative

authority in the Parliament of Great Britain. They
had admitted the diftinction between raifing money
as the mere incidental produce of regulating du-

ties, and for the direcl purpofe of revenue ; but

now they argued more boldly, and as fpeculatifts

more confidently, in faying, that if the Parliament

of Great Britain has no right to tax us internally,

they have none to tax us externally ; and if they

have no right to tax us without our confent, they

can have none to govern or to -legi/late for us

without our confent. Thefe reafonings, fo natural

and obvious in prefent circumitances, when the

power of the Mother Country was, in the appre-

henfion of every American, employed to the pur-

pofes of oppreffion, prove in a ftriking manner the

unexampled folly of Great Britain, in rifquing the

difcuflion of a right fo problematic and precarious.

The only juft and folid bafis of the authority of

Great Britain over the Colonies, was that of com-

mon utility fanclioned by long prescription and

univerfal acquiefcence. But when the authority

of Great Britain was exerted for her own feparate

advantage, in a manner unauthorized by cuftom,

and unacknowledged by thofe over whom it was

exercifed by mere dint of fupcrior force, it could in

nothing be diilinguimed from tyranny, to which

refiftance and revolt only can be properly oppofed,

Ba To
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To attempt to govern a whole nation in a mode

abhorrent from their feelings, principles, and pre-

judices, is a complication of folly and wickednefs ;

and the counfels of Great Britain at this period

were governed by a fpirit of infatuation, which it

is difficult to analyfe into any of the common

principles of human aclion, and which excites our

aftonifhment at leaft as ftrongly as our indignation-

or regret.

'In January 1768, the AfTembly of Maflachufetts

Bay tranfmitted^ by their Speaker, a circular letter

to the different Colonies, in which they recommend

to the refpeclive Colonial Legislatures to take into

joint confidcration the mcafurcs it may be^proper to-

adopt for the redrefs of their common grievance.-?,

particularly fpecifying the late acls impofing du-

ties and taxes on America, and exprefTing their

firm confidence in the King, their common head

and father, that the united and dutiful fupplications

of his diftrefted American fubjecls will meet with

Ms royal and favorable acceptance. No fooner wa?

this known in England, than Lord Hillfborougli

trnnfmitted inftruclions to Governor Bernard, in his

Majcfty's name, fo foon as the General Court was

again affembled^ to require of the Houfe of Re-

prelentatives "to RESCIND the refolution which

gave birth to the circular letter from the Speaker,

and to declare their difapprobation of, and diflent

from, that rafh and hafty proceeding at the fame

time
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time ftrangely affirming the refolutian in queftion

to be unfair, contrary to the real fenfe of the Af-

fembly, and procured by furprife ;" although it in

fact pafled almoft unanimoufly in a very full Houfe,

after the moil ample and deliberate difcuflion. In

cafe of the refufal ofthe lioufe to comply with this

requifition, the Governor was commanded imme-

diately to diflblve the Aflembly, and to tranimit to

his Lordfhip an account of their Iranfactions. This

imperious demand was conceived precifcly in the

fpirit of a mandate of the French King to his Par-

liaments, but fortunately it could not be enforced

by lettres de cadet. If French Parliaments have

been known refolutely to relift the will of the

defpot with the terrors of imprisonment, exile, and

.death before their eyes, it will eafily be fuppofed

that an afiembly of men boafting their defcent

from anceftors whofe garments were ftained in the

blood of tyrants, were little likely to yield this ab-

ject fubmiffion. A Committee of the Houfe re-

ported a letter to Lord Hillfborough, in which the

egregious mifapprchenfion of his Lordfliip, with

regard to the mode in which the refolution had

pafled the Houfe, was corrected ; and the Houfe

then agreed on a meflage to the Governor, iij

which they faicl
"

It is to us incomprchenfible

that we fhould be required, on the peril of a diflb-

lution of the General Court, to refcind a refolution

gf a former Houfe, when it is evident that that

3 3 refolution
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refolution has no exiflence but as a mere hiftorical

fact. Your Excellency mud know that the refo-

lution is, to fpeak the language of the common

law, not now executory, but to all intents and pur-

pofes executed. If, as is inofl probable, by the

word refunding 5s intended the paffing a vote in

direct and exprefs difapprobation of the meafure of

the former Iloufc, we muft take the liberty to tef-

tify, and publicly to declare, that we take it to be

the native, inherent, and indefeafible right of the

fubject jointly or feverally to petition the King for

the redrcfs of grievances. If the votes ofthe Houfe

are to be controlled by the direction of a Minuter,

we have left us but a vain femblance of liberty.

We have now only to inform you, that this Houfe

have voted NOT to RESCIND ; and that, on .the

divifion on the queftion, there were ninety-two

yeas, and feventeen nays." The next day the Go-

vernor diflblved the Aflembly. In the courfe of

the debate which preceded' this refolution, a Mem-
ber of the Aflembly faid, "When Lord Hillfbo-

rough knows that we will not refcind our acts, he

Ihould apply to Parliament to refcind theirs. Let

Britain refcind her meafures, or (he will lofe. Ame-

rica for ever."

At the fame time that Lord Hillfborough tranf-

mitted his Majcfty's high commands to Sir Francis

Bernard, he wrote a circular letter to the Gover-

nors of the different Provinces, in which, referring

to
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to the letter of the Maflachufetts Aflembly, his

Lordfhip faid,
"

It is his Majefty*s PLEASURE that

^ou fhould, immediately on the receipt hereof, exert

your utmoft influence to defeat this flagitious at-

tempt to difturb the public peace, by prevailing

upon the Allembly of the Province to take no no-

tice of it, which will be treating it with the con-

tempt it dcfervcs." The contempt of the Ameri-

cans was referved however for the letter of his

Lordfhip ; the Aflemblics throughout the conti-

nent highly applauding the conduct of the Mafla-

chuietts, and'almoft unanimoufly palling votes and

rcfolves according with the fpirit of the letter

received from Bofton. The Aflembly of New
York in particular, whofe principles were fuppofed

inoft favorable to loyalty, anfwered it in the moft

refpe6lful terms, and appointed a Committee of

Correfpondence to confult with the other Colonies

on the meafures to be purfued in the prefent crifis;

upon which that AfTembly alfo was diflblved. Or-

ders alfo were tranfrnitted by Lord Hillfborough to

Governor Penn, to diflblve the Aflembly of Penn-

iylvania ; his Lordfhip, by a pleafant miftake, not

recollecling it to be the eftablifhed and chartered

privilege of that Houfc to fit on their own adjourn-

ments, and that the Governor had no power to

diflblve them.

In the rnidft of the ferment occafioned by thefe

proceedings, a (loop, called the Liberty, laden with

B 4 wine
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wine from Madeira, was feized under authority of

theCommiilioners ofthe Cuftoms for a falfe entry;

and, being cut by force from her moorings, was by

their order removed under the guns ofthe Romney,
a fhip of war lying in the harbor ofBofton. The
minds of the populace being greatly inflamed, a

violent riot enfued, in which the houfes of the

Commiffioners were aftailed, their perfons grofsly

infulted, and they were compelled to take refuge at

firft on board the Romney, and afterwards at the

fortrefs adjacent to the town, called Caftle William.

It being now thought nccefiary by Government,

which difdained every idea of conceffion or retrac-

tation, to ftation a confiderable military and naval

force at the town of Bofton, orders were iflued for

that pnrpofe, and alfo for repairing the fortrefs of

Caftle William. On receiving this intelligence, a

meeting of the principal inhabitants ofBofton was

called, and an addrefs prefented by them to the

Governor, praying him in the moft urgent terms to

jfTue precepts forthwith for convening a General

Aflembly; but this his Excellency declared he

could not do without receiving his Majefty's com-

mands. The legality of the meeting alfo was per-r

cmptorily denied by the Governor, who declared

the conveners of it to be guilty of an Mgb offencet

admonifhing them to coniider the penalties they

were incurring by continuing their feilion ; and he

protdled that, if they did not attend to this warn-
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ing, he muft aflert the prerogative of the Crown

in a more public manner; adding, in a tone of

menace,
" that they may allure themfelves, for he

fpoke from INSTRUCTION, that the KING was de-

termined to maintain his ENTIRE SOVEREIGNTY

over that Province ; and whoever fhould perlift in

ufurping any of the rights of it would REPENT his

RASHNESS." But the Governor feemed not to re-

collect, that thofe who nfurp the RIGHTS of the

PEOPLE may be made to REPENT their RASHNESS,

as well as thofc who invade the PREROGATIVE of

the SOVEREIGN. A number of votes expreffivc

of the agitation of the public mind were unani-

moufly pa(Ted, and amongft them is a refolve, that

thofe inhabitants who are not provided with arms

be requefted to furnifh themfelves forthwith. On
the firft of October 1768, the troops landed under

cover of a confiderable fleet, confifting of fourteen

fhips of war of different defcriptions, lying in the

harbor ofBofton, with their broadfides to the town ;

and marching into this metropolis with bayonets

fixed, drums beating, and colors flying, with a train

of artillery accompanying them, the imagination of

the inhabitants was imprefled with all the ideas a

fociatcd with the infolen.ce of concjueft,
and the

horrors of military defpotifm.

In the cnfuing month of February (1769) q

joint addrcfs was moved, and prefented by both

Houfes of Parliament to the King, exprefling their

fatisfacliou
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tetisfaclion in the meafures already purfued, and

giving him the ftrongeft afiurances,
" that they

would fupport him in fuch farther meafures as

might be found necefTary to maintain the Civil

Magiftrates in a due execution of the laws within

the Maflachufetts Bay ;
and bcfecching him to di-

rect the Governor to take the moft effectual me-

thods for procuring the fulleft information touching

all TREASONS committed within that Government

Snce the goth December 1 767 ; and to tranfmit the

fame, with the names of the pcrfons moft aclive in

the comrniilion of fuch offences, in order that his

Majefty might ifTuc a fpecial commitfion for hear-

ing and determining the faid offences within the

realm, purfuant to the ftatute of the 35th year of

Henry VIH." In reply his Majefty afliired them,
" that he would not fail, in the mode they had re-

commended, t j give the moft effectual orders for

bringing the authors of the late diforders in the

province of Maflachufctts to COXDIGN PUNISH-

MENT." Thus was an obfoiete and tyrannical fta-

tute of the moft arbitrary of the Englifh Monarch*

revived in the reign of George III. in the vain

hope to fubduc that unconquerable fpirit of liberty

iii -America, which only blazed the more ficrccU'

and dangeroufly for the repeated attempts to over-

whelm or extinguish it.
" Confider well," faid

Colonel Barrc to the Minifters, when the addrels

ivas pending in the Home of Commons,
" what
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you are doing. Why will you deceive yourfelves

and us ? You know that it is not this or that place

only that difputes your right, but every part. They
tell you with one voice, from one end of the con-

tinent to the other, taSfr you have no right to tax

America" When this addrefs reached the weftern

ihore of the Atlantic, the Affemblies of Mafla-

chufctts and New York no longer exifled ; but

Virginia, on this occafien, aflumed the lead with

equal fpirit and firmncfs. On the i6th of May
(1769) they came to feveral refolutions, copies of

which they ordered their Speaker to tranfmit to

the different Aflemblies throughout the continent,

and to requeft their concurrence. Thefe refolu-

tions imported,
^ That the fole right of jmpofing

taxes on the inhabitants of the Colony is now, and

ever hath Been, in the Houfe of BurgeiTes, with

confent of the Council, and of the King, or Go-

vernor for the time being : That it is the privi-

lege of the inhabitants to petition their Sovereign
for redrcfs of grievances ; and that it is lawful to

procure the concurrence of his Majefty's other Co-

lonies in dutiful addrcrTes, praying the royal in-

terpofition in favor of the violated rights of

America: That all trials for trealbn, or mifprifion

of trealbn, here committed, ought to be in and

before his Majefty's Courts within the faid Colony;

and, That fending accufed pcrfons to be tried be-

yond the fcas, is highly derogatory to the rights of

Britifli
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Britifh fubjefts." Thefe refolutions were followed

by a humble addrefs to the King, befeeching his

royal interpolation
" to quiet the minds of his loyal

fubjecls in the Colonies, and to avert thofe clan-

gers and miferies which will enfue from a depar-

ture from the ancient rules and maxims ofGovern-

ment." The next day, Lord Bottetourt, the Go-
'

vernor, declared to the Affembly, that thefe refold

tions had made it his duty to difjblve them ; and

that they were diflblved accordingly. The AfTem-

bly immediately voted themfelves into a Conven-

tion ; and choofmg the late Speaker, Peyton Ran-

dolph, Efq. Moderator, they entered unanimously

into an aflbeiation againfl importing, not only the

taxed commodities, but wines and other articles ;

and the fimple recommendations of this Conven-

tion had throughout the province all the force and

efficacy
of law. The neighboring province of

Maryland followed the example of this great anci

leading Colony, in refpecT: to the non-importation

agreement; and the North Carolina AfTembly

adopting, by an exp'rcfs vote, the refolutiqns paflcrl

by Virginia, werealfo difjclved by GovernorTryon.
The General Court of Maffachufetts being call-

ed together in the courfe of the fuminer 1769,

in conformity to their charter, immediately pre-

fented an addrefs to his Excellency the Governor,

for the removal of the naval and military foref:

Stationed In the town and harbor of Bofton ; tu

which
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which the Governor returned for anfvver,
ff that

he had no authority over his Majefty's fhips iri

this port, or his troops within this town." The

Houfb refufing to proceed to bufinefs while they

were furrounded with an armed force, the Gover-

nor adjourned the Court to the town ofCambridge;

foon after which they pafled refolutions fimilar to

thofe of Virginia ; and alfo a vote, ," that the

fending an armed force into the Colony, under

pfetence of aflifting the civil power, is highly dan-

gerous to the people, unprecedented, and uncon-

ftitutional." The Governor calling upon them to

declare, whether they would or would not make

provifion for the troops agreeably to the injunc-

tions of the Act of Parliament ? the Houfe an-

fwered,
" As we cannot confidently with our ho-

nor or intereft, much lefs with the duty we owe

to our conftituents ; fo we never fhall make any

provifion of funds for the purpofes in your feveral

meflages." Upon this the Governor prorogued
them to the loth of January 1770, to meet atBo-

ton. The proportion adopted by the Britifh Par-

liament, for transporting perfons from America in

order to trial in Great Britain, by a forced and

unheard of conduction of the old ftatute of

Henry VIII. excited prodigious alarm throughout
the continent. The Houfe of Reprefentatives of

Virginia, in their addrefs to the King, exprefs

with feeling and dignity the fentiments which,

. 4 wounded
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wounded by fuch cruel provocation,' muft nece'A

farily animate the breafts of freemen. " When
we confidcr," fay they,

"
that, by the eftablimed

laws and conftitution of this Colony, the mod

ample provifion is made for apprehending and

punching all thofe who fliall dare to engage in

any treasonable practices againft your Majcliy, or

difturb the tranquillity of Government, we can-

not without horror think of the unufual, and, per-

mit us with all humility to add, unconftitutional

and illegal mode recommended to your Majefty,

of feizing and carrying beyond the fea the inha-

bitants of America fufpecled of any crime, and

of trying fuch pcrfbns in any other manner than

by the ancient and long-eftablifhed courfe of pro-

ceedings : for how truly deplorable muft be the

cafe of a wretched American, who, having in-

curred the difpleafure of any one in power, is

dragged from his native home conveyed to a

diftant lane!, where no friend will alleviate his dif-

treffes, and where no witnefs can be found to tef-

tify
his innocence !"

In the courfe of this fummcr (1/69) was tranf-

mitted to the Governors of the different provinces

the famous circular letter of Lord Hilliborough,

containing a virtual renunciation of future taxa-

tion, and tin engagement, fo far as the Milliners

of the Crown could engage, to repeal, on the prin-

ciples of commercial expediency, the taxes already

fubfifting
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fubfifting on glafs, paper, and colors. But America

was now too much irritated and inflamed to be cafi-

ly or fpeedily appeafed. The exception of the duty
on tea was regarded as infidious, and indicatory of

minifterial fraud and fincfle ; and it was universally

declared, that nothing lefs than a repeal of all the

revenue acls, and the other odious and oppreffive

laws parTed in the prefent reign, could lay the foun-

dation of a folid and permanent re-union between

Great Britain and her Colonies.

The refidence of the military at Bofton, far from

preferving the peace of the town, was the occafiorx

of perpetual tumult and difturbance. The Gover-

nor, Sir Francis Bernard, from the violence of his

temper, grew every day more obnoxious to the in-

habitants, and the liccntioufnefs of the Bofton po-

pulace feemed to threaten his pcrfonal fafety ; not-

withftanding which, he fcruplecl not to walk fre*

quently alone and unattended at his villa in the vi-

cinity of the metropolis. On being alked whether he

had no apprehenfions of danger, he replied,
" No;

they are not a blood-4hirfty people." Hewasat length

recalled in the autumn of 1769, in order to lay

before the King the true fiate of the province, and

was fucceeded by Mr. Hutchinfon, who had long

filled the poft of Lieutenant Governor. Early in

the fpring of the enfuing year 1770, a quarrel be-

tween the military and the townfmen ofBofton took,

place, more ferions than any of thofe which had

precqded
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preceded it. A private of the 29th regiment

ing early on the Saturday morning along a public

rope-walk, \vas provoked by infulting words to en-

gage a party of his comrades to attack the rope-

makers. The battle being indecifive, it was deter->

mined to fight it out on the Monday. The popu-

lace being in the interim fully apprifed of the in-

tended encounter, aflembled in great numbers

armed with clubs and other weapons at the time

appointed ; the bells alfo ringing an alarum, and

violent clamors of "
Town-born, turn out !"

being heard in all parts of the city. The mob

directed its courfe to Murray's barracks, and dared

the foldiery by very offenlive language to combat,

which they were with great difficulty prevented

from doing by the officers. At length retiring from

the barracks, the populace were addrefled in the

ftrect by
" a tall large man in a red cloak and a

xvhite wig;" and after listening for fome minutes tto

hisharangue\vithgreatattention,theyexclaimed with

ihouts and huzzas "For the main-guard !" for which

they immediately began their route in different di-

vifions. Captain Prcfton, the officer on duty, on the

appearance of the frantic multitude, who with oaths

and execrations prefled in upon the foldiers, advan-

cing to the very points of the bayonets, endeavored

by every effort to reilrain the foldiers from violence.

But a party the rnoft furious of the populace, in

failors habits, (truck the guns down with their clubs,

and
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and a blow was aimed by one of them at Captain

Prefton. On which a confufed noife of " Fire!"was

heard, and feveral pieces being discharged, ten or

twelve perfons were killed or wounded. The

drums now beat every where to arms ! and the

townfmen afTembled to the amount of many thou-

fands: but the Governor at length making his ap-

pearance in perfon, they were prevailed upon, it

being now moonlight, to difperfe. The next morn-

ing the people again collected in vaft bodies, and

the Governor aflcmbling a Council was urged to

order the immediate removal ofthe troops; towhich

he moft reluctantly afTented, being told by Mr,

Oliver the Lieutenant Governor, that he had no

other option but to comply, or leave the province.

On this removal the ferment began to fubfide.

In the mean time, Captain Prefton and others were

committed to prifon, in order to take their trial, as

not having acted under the Sanction of the civil

magistrate; and the funeral of the four perfons

killed in the late riot was celebrated with great and

pompous folemnity, being followed by an immenfc

concourle of people, and the proceflion clofed by
a long train of carriages belonging to the principal

inhabitants of the town. Notwithstanding the ve-

hement indignation excited by the late tranfactions,

Captain Prefton and the other prifoners, after a full

and fair trial, were by a verdict worthyofthe higheft

praife honorably acquitted, two Only excepted, who

VOL. II, C were
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were found guilty of manilaughter. Mr. Quiny
and Mr. Adams, counfel for the priibners, and

thcmlelves \varm partifans of liberty, exerted their

ufmoft ability in their
1

defence. " We muft," faid

one of thefe gentlemen, addreffing the Jury,
"

fteel

ourfelves againft prepofleffiorrs which contaminate

the fountain ofjultice. Toyoiir candor and impar-

tiality I fubmit the prifon-crs and their caufe. The

LAW, in all viciflfihides of government, fluctuations

ofpafliorr, or flights of enthuiiafm, will preferve a

ftcady undeviating courfe. To ufe the words of a

patriot, a hero, a martyr to liberty, ALGERNON

SYDNEY, 'Tis metis fine affelu\ without any re-

gard to perfons it commands that which is good,

and it punifhes that which is evil; it is deaf, inexo-

rable, inflexible. On the one hand, it is inexora-

ble to the cries and lamentations ofthe prifoners ;

on the other, it is deaf, deaf as an adder, to the

clamours ofthe populace."

On the 3ift May, 1776, the AfTcmbly of

MaiTachufetts was convened at Cambridge. The

Houfe immediately prefcnted a remonftrance to the

Governor againft its being held there, or at any
other place than Bofton, and, bya majorityof ninety

voices, voted it to be a grievance, and relblved not

to proceed tobufinefs; on which the Governor pro-

rogued them to the month of Julv. On re-afiem-

bling, they perfifted in their former refolution, and

xvere again prorogued to September. In an Ad-

drcfs
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clrete to the Governor, previous to the laft proroga-

tion, the Aflembly, with minds apparently opprefled

by gloomy and prophetic forebodings, infilled upon

the right of the people to appeal to Heaven in dif-

putes between them and perfons in power, when

there is an abufe of power.
" We would, however,

fay they, by no means be underftood to fuggeft that

this people have occafion at prejent to proceed to

fuch extremity ; yet grievances and cruelties too

many to be enumerated, too melancholy to be much

longer borne by this people, we have feen brought

upon us." On the third meeting of the Aflembly,

September 2,6, the Governor informed them that

the garrifon at the caflle in the pay ofthe province

was to be withdrawn by order of his Majefly, and

the fortrefs to be garrifoned by regular troops; and

that his orders were, to deliver it up to fuch officer

asGeneral Gage fhould direclto take the command

of it. The AfTembly in reply obferved,
" If the cuf-

tody and government of the fortrefs be now lodged

with the military power, independent of the fu-

preme civil magiilrate within this jurifdiclion, it is

fo eflential an alteration of the Conflitution as muft

jufily alarm a free people." The Houfe, from the

neceflityof the cafe, now proceeded tobufinefs; and

before the prorogation, they eftablifhed a "Commit'

tec of Correfpondcnce, to communicate with fucb

committees as maybe appointed by other Colonies."

In the month ofApril, 1771, the General Court was

C 2,
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ngain convened at Cambridge; and againft this ofr*

noxious exertion of power the Afiembly again re-

monliratcd, and entered their proteft. The Gover-

nor informing the HoufCj that by his Majefty's in-

ftrtielions he was forbidden to give his affent to any

Acl fubjecling the Commifficmcrs of the Cuftoms, .

and other officers of the Crown, to be taxed by the

ufual atieilbrs for the profits of their commiflions,

the Honlc in language daring and indignant re-

plied :

" We know of no Commiffioners of his Ma-

jetty's Cuftoms,. nor of any revenue his MAJESTY-

has a right to cifablifh in North America. We
know and feel a tribute levied and extorted from

thole, who, ifthey have property, have a right to the

ablblutc difpofal of it." The feflion patted heavily

in fallen filence, or angry recrimination.

On the fucceeding year, May 1772, the General

Court being again convened at Cambridge, the

Governor acquainted the Honfe, that his Majcftv

had made provilion for his fupport ; on which the

Iloule, by a n7eilage to tire Governor, declared,.

' that themaking provHion for hisExcellency's fup-

port, independent of the grants and acts ofthe Ge-

neral Ademblv, and the Governor's receiving the

lame, is an infraction upon the rights ofthe inhabit-

ants granted by the royal charter." An unfortunate

incident about this time took place at Rhode

Ifland, which proved a new fcmrce of animofity and

. LieutenuntDuddiiigton, commandcrofthe

i Gafpcs
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Gafpee armed fchooncr, an officer very obnoxious

by his extraordinary zeal and vigilance in the exe-

cution of the revenue laws, falling in with the Pro-

vidence packet, employed in the tranfportation of

goods and paiiengers to Newport, ordered byfignal

the- mafier to lower his colors ; which being dilre-

garded, he fired a fhot at the packet and chafed.

Jt being near high water, the packet flood clofe in

with the land, dcfigning that the Gafpee (hould be

run aground in the chafe. The Gafpee accordingly

-was foon fall : and, the tide having now done flow-

ing, could by no means difengage herfelf. So fa-

vorable an opportunity of revenge on a man uni-

verfally detefted, could not eafily again occur. In

the night a number of whale-boats filledwith armed

men boarded thefchooner, and after fome refiiiance

made themfelves maftcrs of the vefiel, which they

immediately fet on tire and burnt with all her flores ;

and though a reward of 500!. was offered for the

difcovery of thefe daring offenders, no evidence

could be obtained againil them. This event gave

rife to an Acl of the Britifli Parliament, by which

wilfully and inalicioufly to deltroy his Majefty's

Ihips, ammunition, orfores, is made capital, and

1 ul >j eels the offender, as well in America as England,

to a trial at the pleafure of his Majefty in any county

of Great-Britain. Such are the progrcffive ftcps

by which Tyranny forges his chains,and peoples his

dungeons. Agovcrnmcmt which has loft the con-
r iC 3 fidencc
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fidence of its fubjecls is urged to oppreffion not Ids

by neceffity than inclination.

The Judges of the Superior Court of the Maffa-

chufetts province, though removable at the pleafure

of the Crown, had hitherto depended on theGene^

ral ArTembly for the continuance of their falaries ;

but they had now falaries fettled upon them by his

Majefty, fo that the balance ofthe Conftitution was

in this refpecl entirely fubverted; both the weights

ofjuftice, as was obferved, being by this means put

into the fame fcale. Of all the arbitrary innovations

of the Britifh Government, none excited greater re-

fentment, or was deemed more dangerous, than

this. Nothing, indeed, could be more oppoiite to

the genius of the Britifh Conftitution, which regards

the independency ofthe judicial power on the exe-

cutive as one of the moft important bulwarks of

liberty. Committees of Correfpondence had been

recently eflablifhed in the different towns and

townfhips throughout the province : and the fpirit

which now pervaded the Continent may be conjec-

tured from the refolutions paflfed by the municipal

bodies, amongft which, thofe ofthe town of Peter-

iTiam maybe cited as exhibiting a curious fpecimen

ef that religious entrmfiafm by which the inhabi-

atits ofNew England were once fo firongly marked,

and which, combined with political enthufiafm and

experience fhows how eaiily they coalefce gives

to the human mind, perhaps, the utmqft momentum
and
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and energy of which it is capable. I. Refolved,

That with a Governor appointed from Great Bri-

tain during pleafure, with a large ftipend dependent

upon the will of the Crown, with all officers, civil

and military, fubjecl to his appointment or confent,

with a caftle in the hands of a ftanding army fta-

tioned in the very bowels of the land, no people can

ever be truly free. II. That the Parliament of

Great Britain ufurping and exerciling a legiilative

authority over, and extorting an unrighteous revenue

from, thefe colonies, is againft all divine and human

laws. The late appointment of Salaries to be paid

to our Superior Court Judges, whofe creation, pay,

and commifijion depend on mere will and pleafure,

completes a fyfte.m ofbondage equal to any ever fa-

bricated by the combined efforts of the ingenuity,

malice, fraild, and wickednefs ofman. III. Thatitis

the opinion of this town, that adefpotic arbitrarygo-

vernment is thekingdom of this world, as fet forth in

the New Teftament, and has a direcl tendency to

fink a people into a profound ftate of. ignorance

and irreligion ;
and that if we have an eye to .our

own and pofterity's happinefs, not only in this

world but in the world to come, it is -our duty to

oppofe fuch a government. The inhabitants of

etcr(harn conclude with a declaration,
" that it is

highly becoming towns and individuals to humble

thenifelves before Almighty GOD, feriouily to

4
, commune^



24 K. G E R G E III.

commune with their own hearts, and feek carefully

with tears for the caufes of the prevailing diflrefles

of the land ; and they exprefs their confidence that

GOD will not fuffcr this land, where the Gofpel hath

flourifhed, to become a flave of the world. He will

iiir up witnefles of the truth, and in his own time

fpirit
his people to ftand up for his caufe, and de-

liver them. In a fimilar belief that Patriot of

Patriots the great Algernon Sydney lived and died,

and dying breathed a like fentiment and prophecy

touching his own and the then approaching times

a prophecy however not accomplifhed until a glo-

rious REVOLUTION." The extravagant and exag-

gerated language of thefe refolutions is itfclf a

rnoft linking evidence of that clifeafed and dan-

gerous itate of the public mind which could prompt
thefe effufions of enthufiaftic zeal. By a long fe-

ries of ac'ts of irritation and oppreilion on the part

of Britain, a fpirit
of refentmcnt, fcarcely fhort of

phrenfv, was excited throughout America. All

feemed to feel the influence of " the madding-

hour ;" and by the natural and determinate opera-

tion of a fyflem dctefted and deteflable, a fyftem

by which the prcfent reign has been fo confpicu-

oufly and fatally marked, was this change wrought
in a loyal, orderly, and peaceable people, diftin-

guifhed above all others for their love of liberty and

hatred of licentioufncfs all ranks and conditions

*
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of whom gloried in their connexion with Britain,

rejoiced in her friendfhip and protection, and tri-

umphed in her profperity.

During the leffion of the Maflachufetts AfTem-

bly, in the fummer of 1773, a difcovery was made

which added frefh fuel to the flame long lince

kindled in that province. The celebrated Dr.

Franklin, Agent of the Houfe of Reprefentatives in

England, had by fome unknown means acquired

poileffion of certain letters written in confidence

by the Governor Hutchinfon, the Lieutenant Go-

vernor Oliver, and others, to divers of their friends

and correfpondents in England, in which they

exprefs themfelves very freely on the fituation of

affairs in America; and their fcntiments are fuch as

might rcafonably be expected from their public

conducl. The writers appear to have been men

very rcfpcclable in their private characters ; but

viewing the tranfaclions which were palling before

them through a thick cloud of prejudice, refent-

mcnt, and intereft, they difcover an eager folici-

tude that Government fhauld adopt more violent,

or in their language
" more vigorous," meafures in

hipport of its authority ; and, in their laudable

anxiety for the re-eflablifhment of order and tran-

quillity, they feemecl not in the leaft to fufpect, that

of fuch meafures a civil war mull be the inevitable

refult : nor had they the wifclom or magnanimity

tp comprehend, that far other ties than military
'

force
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force and imperious edicts were neceftary to form

that bond of connection which could alone reftore

peace and profperity to the Colonies, or render the

connection itfelf advantageous or honorable to the

Mother Country. Thefe letters were, by a licenfe

which cannot be juftified, even though prompted

by motives the moft patriotic, tranfmitted by Dr.

Franklin to his conftituents at Boftpn, upon whom

they made an impreffion much eafier to conceive

than to defcribe. "
This, fays Mr. Hutchinfon in

one of his letters, is moft certainly a crifis. If no

rceafures lhall have been taken to fecure the de-

pendence of the Colonies, befides fome declaratory

acls and relblves, it is all over with us. There

muil be an abridgment of what are called Englijh

liberties ; and he lays it down as a maxim, that a

Colony cannot enjoy all the liberty of the Parent

State. I wifh, fays he, the good of the Colony,

when I wilh to fee fome farther reftraint of liberty

rather than the connection with the Parent State

fhould be broken. In another letter he exprefles

his hopes that provifions for diffolving the commer-

cial combinations, and for inflicting penalties on thofe

who do not renounce them, would be made as foon

as Parliament meets." Mr. Oliver, the Lieutenant

Governor, intimates that the officers of the Crown,

i. e. the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and

Judges, ought to be made independent of the peo-

ple ; for, fays he, it is a diittcul|: matter to fervc

two
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two mailers. The Government, he affirms, hasbeen

too weak to fubdue the turbulent fpirits. He in-

finuates the expediency of " TAKING OFF" thofe

perfons whom he ityles "the original incendiaries."

He wifhes for the inftitution of an order of Patri-

cians, and aflerts the neceffity of an ALTERATION

OF THE CHARTERS.'* The Affembly, thrown into

a violent flame by the reading of thefe letters, una-

nimoufly refolved,
" that"the tendency and clefign

of the laid letters was to overthrow the Conftitution

of this Government, and to introduce arbitrary

power into the ^Province ;" and a petition was im-

mediately voted to the King, to remove the Go-

vernor Hutchinfon, and the Lieutenant Governor

Oliver, for ever from the government of the Pro-

vince.

This PETITION being tranfmitted to the Agent
of the Aflembly, Dr. Franklin, was by him deli-

vered to Lord Dartmouth ; and on its being pre-

fentcd to the King, his Majefty fignified his plea-

fure that it fhould be laid before him in Council.

On the 29th of January 1774, Dr. Franklin was

Summoned in his official capacity as Agent of the

Province in fupport of the petition. Mr. Wed-

dcrburn, now Lord Longhborough and Chancellor

pf Great Britain *, appearing as counfel for the de-

fendants, delivered in that capacity againft the

t, the Houfe of Reprefentatives, the Province

of
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ofMaflachufetts, and the whole Continent ofAme-

rica, one of the mod extraordinary invectives that

was on any occaiion perhaps ever heard in the

Council Chamber. " Dr. Franklin, faid Mr. Wed-

derburn, ftands in the light of the firft mover and

frime conductor of this whole contrivance againft

his Majefty's two Governors? and having, by the

help of his own fpecial confidents and party lead-

ers, firft made the Aflembly "his agent in carrying

on his own fecret deiigns, he now appears before

your Lordihips to give the finifhing itroke to the

work of his own hands. How thefe letters came into

poflcfiion of any one but the right owners, is a

inyftery for Dr. Franklin to explain. Your Lord-

ihips know the train of mifchiefs which followed

this concealment*. After they had been left for

five months to have their full operation, at length

comes out a letter, which it is impoflible to read

without horror, expreflive of the cooled and moft

deliberate malevolence. My Lords, what poetic

fiction only had penned for the breaft of a cruel

African, Dr. Franklin has realized and tranfcribed

from his own His too is the language ofa ZANG A.

. Know then 'twas I,

I forged the letter, I difpofed the picture 3

I hated, 1 defpifed, and I deftroy.

And
* In confequence of the tranfmifTion of thefe letters, a duel

\vas fought between Mr. Whately, brother to the correfpondent

of the two Governors, and Ljs friend Mr. Temple, who mutiu
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And he now nppcars before your Lord{hips, wrap-

ped up in impenetrable fecrecy, to fupport a charge

p.gainft his Majefty's Governor and Lieutenant

Governon, and expects that your Lordfhips fhould

advife the puniming them on account of certain

letters which he will not produce, and which he

dares not tell how he obtained. Thefe are the

Irllbns taught in Dr. Franklin's fchool of politics,

With regard to his conftituents, the factious lead-

ers at Boflon, who make this complaint againft

their Governors, if the relating of their evil doings

be criminal, and tending to alienate his Majefty's

affections, muft not the doing of them be much

more fo ? Yet now they afk that his Majefty will

gratify and reward them for doing thefe things, and

that he will puniih their Governors for relating

them, bccaufc they arc fo very bad that it cannot

but offend his Majefty to hear of them.'* From

thefe pafTagcs fome judgment may be formed of

the general (train of this famous Philippic, which,

.violating every rule and limit of decorum, {lands

upon record as the groffcd infult ever offered to a

great and venerable character, the morl diftin-

guithed ornament of his age and country. A wife

Government would have known his value, and

ally fufpe&ed each other of being acceflary to the communica-

tion of them, and in this rencounter Mr. Whatcly was dan-

gerquflv wounded.

been
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been happy to have availed itfelf of his experience

and fagacity; but the counfels of a Franklin under

the prefent reign were not likely to preponderate

over thofe ofa Hutchinfon. The report of the Lords

of the Council was in a few days afterwards made,

the KING'S moft excellent Majefty being prefent,
" that the petition in qucftion wasfounded upon falfe

and erroneous allegations, and that the fame is

groundlefs, vexatious and fcandalous, and calcu-

lated only for the feditious purpofes of keeping up
a fpirit of clamor and difcontent in the Province."

And his Majefty was plealcd, upon taking the faid

report into consideration, to approve thereof, and to

order the faid petition of the Afiembly of Mafla-

chufets to be difmifled accordingly. Such was

the mode in which a petition from the firft Provin-

cial Legiflature in the Empire, compofed of men

eminent for ability and integrity, was treated by
the Britifh Government, which perhaps had never

duly pondered the ancient maxim of moral and

political wifdom,
" that pride gocth. before defrmo

tion, and a haughty fpirit before a fall." But a

matter of higher import, and attended with far

more ferious confequences, which at this time took

place, is now to be related.

When at a very early period of Lord North's

adminiftration the duties on paper, glafs, and co-

lors were repealed, it has been already remarked

that the duty on. TEA was purpofely left as a mark

of
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of LegiHative Supremacy. The Eail India Com-

pany, finding their ftock of tea to accumulate in

their warehotifes in confequence of the lofs of the

American market, were very urgent with the Mi-

nifter to repeal the American import duty of three-

pence per pound, offering in lieu of it to pay dou-

bh the fum on exportation. A fairer opportunity

could not occur to terminate the difpute. As the

duty would not have been taken off at the inftance

of the Americans, either in the dread of their re-

fcntrnent, or in the profpecl: of their advantage, it

might. have been hoped that the moft ftrenuous

ftickler for
" the dignity of the Crown," and " the

honor of Parliament," whofe ileeping and waking

dreams had centred folely in thefe beloved and

darling objects, might at length have banifhed his

pc.rturbation?, and prefied his pillow in peace.

This conceffion, however, the Minifter was not

inclined, or, which is far more probable, was not

PERMITTED to make ; and things remained on

this footing, till in the feflion of 1773 the Act paff-

ed for allowing the exportation of TEAS duty-free,

and the Company, eager to make a grand effort to

relieve themfelves from their difficulties, were buoy-

ed up with the flattering expectation, by becoming
their own faclors, of regaining poileffion of the

American market: for when the teas were actually

tranfported acrofs the Atlantic, and lodged in ware-

houfes, the mere circumitance of their having pre-

vioufly
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vioufly paid the import duty would not, it was ima-

gined, impede the Company's fales. In this idea,

however, they were moll egrcgioufly and fatally

miftaken. The Americans considered this new

attempt in no other light than as an iniidious arti-

fice and colluiion, calculated and defigned to in-

veigle them into the payment of this tax in order

to ESTABLISH THE PRECEDENT } and they were

firmly and unanimoufly determined that no fuch

project fhould take effect. Six hundred chcfls

\vere by the Company, in purfuance of the late Acl,

coniigned to their agent at Bofton, the like quan-

tity to New York and Philadelphia, and in propor-

tion to the other principal ports of the Continent.

Pcnnfylvania on this occaiion diftinguifhed herfelf

by letting the firlt example of oppoiition. A gene-

ral meeting was convened at Philadelphia, in which

a feries of vigorous relblutions were paficd,
" de-

claring this new minifterial plan of importation to

be a violent attack upon the liberties of America,

and pronouncing it to be the duty of every Ame-

rican to oppofe this attempt ; and that whoever

fhould directly or indirectly countenance it was an

enemy to his country." A Committee was then

appointed to wait upon the confignees of the

Company, and to requeft their resignation, which

\vas immediately complied with. At New York,

on the arrival of the tea-fhips in December, they

were with difficulty permitted to approach the

wharf;
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wharf; and, as at Philadelphia, the confignees were

compelled to relinquifh their appointments, and the

fhips returned back to England without breaking

bulk. At Charleitown, after much oppofition and

tumult, the tea was permitted to be unloaded, but

was immediately lodged in damp unventilated cel-

lars, where it long remained, and finally perifhed.

In no place was the delivery of it to the conlignees

fuffered, and in mod the captains of the India

fhips, on being apprized of the temper and difpofi-

tion of the people, without any attempt to land

wifely fet their failsfor England. AtBofton the fpirit

of reliftance rofe to a height which made the excefles

committed elfewhere appear trivial. At a general

meeting of the inhabitants, the refolves of the City

of Philadelphia were unanimoufly adopted^ and a

Committee appointed to wait upon the confignees,

to know whether they would refign their appoint-

ments, which they declared not to be in their

power. At a fucceeding meeting at Faneuil Hall,

it was voted with loud acclamations,
" that the

tea (hall not be landed, that no duty fhall be paid,

and that it fhall be fent back in the fame bottoms."

" We muft not," faid a leading Member of the

Aflembly,
" flatter ourfelves, that popular refolve=,

popular fhouts, or harangues will vanquifh our foes

or terminate our trials. We muft be ignorant of

the power of thofe who have combined againfl us ;

we muft be blind to that malice, inveteracy and re-

VOL. II. D venge
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venge which have uniformly actuated their con-

duit, to hope that we fhall end this controverfy

without the fharpeft, fharpeft conflict. Let us

weigh and confider, beforewe determine upon thofe

meafures which muft bring on the moft terrible

ftruggle which this country ever experienced."

The queftion was again put, and pafled without a

negative. On an application from the Captain of

the Dartmouth Eaft Indiaman to the Governor, for

a clearance, he replied,
"

J cannot give you a pafs

confiftent with the laws and my duty to the King,

unlefs the vefTel is properly qualified from the

Cuflom Houfe." Upon this anfvver being reported

to the Affembly, the meeting was declared to be

diflQfved. An immenle crowd repaired in hafte to

the quay, and a number ofthe moft refolute, in the

difguifc ofMohawk Indians, boarded the veflels, and

in about two hours broke open three hundred and

forty-two chefts oftea, and difcharged their contents

into the fea. Such was the Confequence of the obfti-

nacy of the Governor, who might have recollected

that his predeceflbrSirFrancisBernard,in a like exi-

gency, granted permits to many fhips not qualified for

want of (lamps, and that the prudence and propriety

of his conduct had never been called in queftion.

But the prefent Governor had long been the urgent

advocate for meafures of coercion on the part of

Great Britain, and was probably not difpleafed to

fee matters tending to a crifis : and, in a fubfe-

quent
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quent declaration, he affigned fomewhat unwarily

as one ofthe reafons for this refufal," that by a com-

pliance with the demand ofthe people bejbou&fbave

rendered Fmifelf OBNOXIOUS to his SOVEREIGN."

This undoubtedly is the MASTER-KEY which un-

folds all the apparent abfurdities and extravagancies

of his conduct. The temper of the Britifh Court

was fo well underftood in America, that no one pre-

fumed to hope they would be induced, by this de-

termined and inflexible fpirit of oppofition in the

Colonies, to defift from their ruinous projects. On
the contrary, meafures of vengeance were con-

fidently expected ; and even perfons of acknow-

ledged moderation, on perceiving the ideas which

they had long cherifhed of reconciliation to be

hopelefs, declared their refolution, in cafe matters

were carried to extremity by Great Britain, to join

the ftandard of their countrymen. A Major of

Provincials, who had been foreman of the jury on

the trial of Capt. Prefton, and to whom, in reward

ofhis meritorious conduct, the Governor had given

this commiffion, faid to him with unexpected ener-

gy,
"

Sir, you know that I am a friend to Govern-

ment, and wifh to fupport it ; but if any attempt

be made to violate our CHARTER, I will fight up to

my knees in blood in defence of it."

On the meeting of the General Court ofMafla-

chufetts, A. D. 1774, the Houfe ofReprefentatives

feemed in no refpect difpofed to recede from the

D 2 higheft
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higheft claims and pretensions they had formed.

On the contrary, they, by a new affumption of au-

thority, determined upon an impeachment of the

Chief Juftice Oliver, for refufing to relinquifh the

falary fettled upon him by the Crown which,

combined with the hope of its augmentation, they

affirmed " muft have the effect of a perpetual bribe,

and expofe him to the violation of his oath that

the acceptance of this falary, unprecedented in all

former times, was a breach of his implied engage-

ments on entering into his office ; and that by re-

ceiving a grant payable out of the revenue un-

iuftly extorted from the American Colonies, he

had given a ianction to the injuftice, counteracted

the petitions of the people, and wickedly endea-

voured to increafe the difcontents and jealoufies

which had originated from this grievance." The

Governor refufing to receive the accufation, no

other effecl: refulted from it than to render the

Governor and the Chief Juftice more obnoxious,

and to keep alive the fpirit of animofity and rcfift-

ance.

On the 1 3th ofJanuary, 1774, the Parliament of

Great Britain was convened at Weftminfter. The

Miniftry not being as yet in pofTeffion of full

information from America, the Speech from the

Throne obferved a profound filence relative to the

late tranfaclions ; buton the 7th ofMarch a MeiTage
was delivered from his Majefty to both Houfes of

Par-



K. GEORGE III. 37

Parliament, informing them, that,
" in confequence

of the unwarrantable practices carried on in North

America, and particularly of the violent and outra-

geous proceedings at the town and port ofBofton,

with a view of obftrucling the commerce of this

kingdom, and upon grounds and pretences im-

mediately fubverfive of its conftitution, it was

thought fit to lay the whole matter before Parlia-

ment recommending it to their ferious considera-

tion what farther regulations or permanent provi-

fions might be neceffiiry to be eftablifhed." Lord

North, who prefented the meflage, laid at the fame

time before the Houle ofCommons a great number

of papers, which fufficiently fhewed the daring and

feditious fpirit which now prevailed over the whole

Continent ofAmerica. His Lordfhip, on enlarging

upon thefe documents^ reprelented the conduct of

the inhabitants of Bofton in the mod atrocious

light. He afferted that the utmoft Unity on the

part of the Governor, PERHAPS TOO MUCH, had

been already {hewn ; and that this town, by its late

proceedings, had left Government perfectly at li-

berty to adopt any meafures they fhould think

convenient, not only for redreffing the wrong fuf-

tained by the Eaft India Company, but for inflicl-

ing fuch punifhment as their factious and criminal

conducl. merited ; and that the aid of Parliament

would be reforted to for this purpofe, and for vin-

dicating the dignity of the Crown, fo daringly and

D 3 wantonly
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wantonly attacked, and contemned." The fpeech

of the Minifter was received with great applaufe,

and the Houfe appeared clearly and unanimoufly

of opinion, that firm and vigorous meamres were

at this crifis abfolutely necefTary. It was then

moved,
" that an addrefs of thanks fhould be pre-

fented to the King, alluring his Majefty, that they

would not fail to exert every means in their power
of effectually providing for the due execution of the

laws, and fecuring the dependance of the Co-

lonies upon the Crown and Parliament of Great

Britain." This excited fome faint fhew of oppo-

fition, and it was remarked,
" that fimilar afllir-

ances had been already often repeated, but that

the meafures hitherto adopted by Minifters for the

fupport and DIGNITY OP THE CROWN had only

expofed it to fcorn, obloquy, and contempt. That

the prefent cafe was of the utmoft importance they

admitted, and it required therefore an attentive

and impartial examination. In order to do the

Americans juftice, it was neceflary to trace thefe

calamities to their origin, in a fyftem of arbitrary

and unwife meafures at home." No inclination

however appeared to enter into any retrofpective

inveftigations, and the addrefs was
finally agreed

to, and prefented to the King.
In a Ihort time the Minifter began to develop

his grand plan of coercion and punifhment, by the

introduction f a bill for difcontinuing the lading

and
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and fliipping of goods, wares, and merchandize at

the town of Bofton or the harbor thereof; and for

the removal of the Cuftom Houfe, &c. to the town

of Salem. This bill was to continue in force, not

only till full and ample compenfation was made to

the Eaft India Company for the damage fuftained

by them, but till the King in Council fhould de-

clare himfelf fatisfied as to the refloration of peace

and good order in the town. This bill was ho-

nored with the general approbation of the Houfe;

and it was unavailingly urged by a few individuals,

that the penal claufes of the bill (hould be carried

into execution only on the provifo of a refufal to

indemnify the Company on the part of the town.

Such was the indignation excited by the late atro-

cious violation ofthe laws, that the Houfe appeared

reluctant to liften- to any palliative arguments or

perfuafives to moderation ; and it mull indeed be*

acknowledged that the Empire was now, by unex-

ampled indifcretion, brought into a fearful and

hazardous dilemma. Good policy evidently fug-

gefted conciliation as the grand object which ought
not for a moment to be loft light of. It was firft,

and laft, and midft, in every generous and reflect-

ing mind ; but then this conciliation ought not to

be accompanied with any real degradation on the

part of Great Britain. It was not lefs for the ad-

vantage of America than of Britain, that the juft

and conftitutional authority ofthe Mother Country,

D 4 upon
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upon the antient and eftablimed principles of fu-

periority and fubordi nation, mould be maintained,

To pafs over fuch enormities, as had now taken

place, without notice or animadverfion, would in-

deed have been a dereliction of that authority; but

great caution was neceflary, now that the palTions

were awakened, fo to temper jufrice with lenity, as

to demonftrate that the decifions of the fupreme

power of the Empire were neither tiuiured with

the meannefs of malice nor the folly of revenge.

Had the penal claufes of the Boilon Port-Bill been

properly modified, and the duty on tea, which had

given rife to thefe fatal contentions, at the fame

time repealed, there is no doubt but a compenfa-

tion to the Company would have been immediately

voted, the honor of Government would have been

maintained, and a fure foundation laid for a per-

manent reconciliation. But how rarely are the

refolutions adopted in anger founded in wifdom !

The idea of this repeal was fuggefted in the Houfe

of Commons, but repreiTed with ineffable difdain ;

and the bill paffed both Houfes without a divifion.

Very foon after this, a fecond bill was introduced

by the Minifter, for the better regulating the go-

vernment of the Province of MafTachufetts Bay.

By this bill the charter of the Province was en-

tirely fubverted, and the nomination of the coun-

fellors, judges, and magiflrates of all kinds, in-

plpdipg (heriffs, was vetted in -the Crown, and all

thef*
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thefe officers made removeable at PLEASURE*. This

bill theMinifter affirmed to be abfolutely nereflary,

for preventing the reft of the Colonies from being

tainted by the feditious example of MavTachufetts

Bay. The Oppofition now feemed to rife into

fome degree of firmnefs and vigor. It was afked,

whether the Colonies already regulated neareft to

the manner propofed by this bill, were more fub-

miffive to the right of taxation than Maflachufetts ?

It was aflerted,
" that the diforder lay much deeper

than in any diverfities that fublifted in the Colonial

forms of Government; that the people throughout

the whole extent of that vaft Continent were uni-

verfally diflatisfied, and the uneafinefs and refill-

ance were no lefs in the Royal Governments than

in any other. By an invafion of the charter, the

caufe of Maflachufetts will be made the common
caufe of all the Colonies, who have no other or

better fecurity for the continuance of their own."

It was
finally

carried by a prodigious majority of

239 againfl 64 voices, May 2, 1774. In the

Houfe of Lords the bill did not pafs without the

fevereft ftriclures ; the final divifion on the general

queftion was 92 to 20, and an animated and excel-

lent proteft againit it was figned by eleven peers,

amongft whom were the Dukes of Richmond and

Portland, and the Marquis of Rockingham.
" Be-

fore the rights of the Colony of Maflachufetts Bay,

Which they derive from their charter, are taken

away,
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away, the definite legal offence by which a for-

feiture of that charter is incurred," fay their Lord-

fhips,
"
ought to have been clearly ftated, and the

parties heard in their own defence ; and the mere

celerity of a decifion againft it will not reconcile

the minds of the people to that mode of govern-

ment which is to be eftablifhed upon its ruins. On
the general allegations of a declaratory preamble,

the rights of any public body may be taken away,

and any vifionary fcheme of government fubfti-

tuted in their place. By this bill, the Governor

and Council are inverted with dangerous powers,

unknown to the Britim Conftitution, and with

which the King himfelf is not entrulted. By the

appointment and removal of the Sheriff at pleafure,

they have the means of returning fuch Juries as

may bed fuit with the gratification of their paf-

lions and intcrefts ; the life, liberty, and property

of the fubjecl: are put into their hands without

control. The weak, injudicious, and inconfiftent

meafures of the Miniftry have given new force

to the diflracHons of America, which on the re-

peal of the Stamp Act were fubfiding ; have re-

vived dangerous queftions, and gradually eftranged

the affections of the Colonies from the Mother

Country. To render the Colonies permanent]}' ad-

vantageous, they muft be SATISFIED WITH THEIR

CONDITION! that fatisfaclion there is no chance

of reftoring, but by recurring to the principles

on
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on which the repeal of the Stamp Acl: was

founded."

The next Hep was, to bring in a Bill for the

impartial adminiitration of juftice in the Province

of MafTachufetts Bay. This Bill provided,, that in

cafe any perfon was indicled in thaf Province for

murder or any other capital offence, and it fhould

appear by information given on oath to the Go-

vernor, that the fadfc was committed in the exer-

cife or aid of Magiftracy in fuppreffing riots, and

that a fair trial could not be had in the Province,

he (hould fend the perfon fo indicted to any other

Colony, or to Great Britain, to be tried ; the Acl:

to continue in force four years. This was the

counter-part of the obfolete and tyrannical Ac"t

of Henry VIII. lately revived for the trial in

Great Britain of treafons committed in America.

As that was intended for the punifhment of the

enemies of Government, this was defigned for the

impunity of its friends. The opposition to this

Bill in both Houfes, though it finally pafled by

great majorities, was warm and vigorous.
"
By

this Bill," faid Colonel Barre, at the clofe ofan ad-

mirable fpeech,
"
you are offering the laft ofhuman

outrages to the people in America, by fubjec~l-

ing them in erFedt to military execution : inftead

of fending them the olive branch, you have fent

the naked fword. What madnefs is it that prompts

you to attempt obtaining that by force, which

may
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may be with fo much more facility and certainty

procured by rcquilition ? Retract your odious ex-

ertions of authority, and remember that the iirlt

ftep towards making them contribute to your

wants, is to reconcile them to your Government."

A proteft, not lefs fpirited than the former, was

entered againft it in the Houfe of Lords. " This

Bill," faid the protelting Peers,
"

after the pro-

fcription of the port of Bofton, the- disfranchife-

ment of the Colony of MaiTachufetts Bay, and

the variety of provilions which have been made in

this feiTion for new-modelling the whole polity

and judicature of this Province, is an humiliating

confeffion of the weaknefs and inefficacy of

all the proceedings of Parliament. By fuppofmg
that it may be impracticable, by any means that

the public wifdom could devife, to obtain a

fair trial there for any who a6l under Govern-

ment, the. Houfc is made virtually to acknow-

ledge the Britifh Government to be univcrfally

odious to the whole Province, and to. the whole

Continent. This Bill feems to be one of the

many experiments towards an introduction of

eiicntial innovations into the government of this

Empire. The virtual indemnity provided by this

Bill for thole who {hall be indicted for murders

committed under color of office, can anlwer no

other purpofe. We coniider that to be an in-

demnity which renders trial and confequently

$ punith-
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punifliment impracticable ; and trial is impracti-

cable when the very Governor under whofe au-

thority acts of violence may be committed, is

empowered to fend the inftruments of that vio-

lence to 3000 miles diftance from the fcene of

their offence, the reach of their profecutor, and

the local evidence which may tend to their con-

viction."

It was a wonted faying of the famous Sir Fran-

cis Walfingham,
" that a Statefman muft obferve

the joints and flexures of affairs ;" but this was a

fpecies of knowledge which the Minifters of

George III. difdained to ftudy* All things muft,

at all events, bend to their will ; and if no "joints

or flexures" were difcernible, the refinance was to

be overcome by acts and inftruments of political

torture.

This Bill being pafled, and the recefs approach-

ing, many Members were about to retire into

the country, when their attention was recalled

to another Bill, for making more effectual provi-

fion for the Government of the Province of Que-

bec. It paffed through the Houfe of Lords, where

it originated, with unexpected facility ; but met

with an oppofition in the Houfe of Commons more

vehement than any of the former. The principal

objects of the Bill were, to afcertain the limits of

the province, which were now extended far be-

yond thofe fettled by the proclamation of 1763,

includ-
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including that vaft tract of territory fouthward of

the Lakes, and bordering upon the great rivers

Ohio and Miffifippi ; to eftablifh a Legiflative

Council, the Counfellors to be appointed by the

Crown, and the office to be held during pleafure ;

to confirm the French laws and a trial without

Jury in civil cafes, the Englifh laws and a trial

by Jury in criminal ; to fecure to the Roman Ca-

tholic Clergy the legal enjoyment of their tythes

from all who were of their own religion. The

revenue of the Province was configned in the firft

inilance to the Board of Treafury, for the fnpport

of an unlimited Civil Lift and the Adminiftration

of Juftice ; the- Judges holding their offices and

falaries during pleafure. Thus the government of

Quebec was converted into a legal defpotifm, com-

mitted by Parliament into the hands of the Crown ;

and a linking proof was exhibited to the world,

what the other provinces of America had to ex-

peel:, when reduced to a loyaland ^///z//liibmiffion .

The provifion made by this act for the Roman

Catholic Clergy, occalioned a confiderable degree

of odium and unpopularity to attend it without

doors ; but the zealous friends of liberty with grief

and aftonifhment perceived, that the public at large

not only acquiefced in, but approved and applaud-

ed the meafures now adopted for the fubjugation

and enilavement of America. So true is it, that a

nation, which would rifque every thing to fecure

its
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its own liberty, may be not the lefs inclined, upon

that account, to domineerand tyrannize over others.

Lord Chatham's fiate of health, during the two

preceding feifions, had precluded him from mak-

ing any confiderable parliamentary exertions, and

he had rarely attended the Houfe on any occafion ;

but, finding himfelf at this period fomewhat re-

lieved from the preflure of his complaints, he took

the opportunity, on the third reading of the bill

for quartering foldiers in America, to lay before

the Houfe and the Public his thoughts on this

bill, and on American affairs in general^ in a

fpeech worthy of his diftinguifhed talents and il-

luftrious reputation.
"

If," faid he,
"
my Lords,

\ve take a tranfient view of thofe motives which

induced the anceftors of our fellow-fubjecls in

America to leave their native country, to encoun-

ter the innumerable difficulties of the unexplored

regions of the weftern world, our aftonifhment at

the prefent conduct of their defcendants will na-

turally fubfide. There was no corner of the globe

to which they would not have fled, rather than

fubmit to the flavifh and tyrannical fpirit which

prevailed at that period in their native country ;

and viewing them in their originally forlorn and

now flourishing ftate, they may be cited as illuf-

trious inftances to inftrucl: the world, what great

exertions mankind will naturally make, when left

to the free exercife of their own powers. Not-

withftanding
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withftanding my intention to give my hearty nega-

tive to the queftion now before you, I condemn^

my Lords, in the fevereft manner, the turbulent

and unwarrantable conduct of the ^Americans in

fome infiances, particularly in the late riots at

Boflon ; but, my Lords, the mode which has

been purfued to bring them back to a fenfe of their

duty, is fo diametrically oppolite to every princi-

ple of found policy, as to excite my utmofl afto-

nimment. You have involved the guilty and the

innocent in one common punifhment, and avenge

the crime of a few lawlefs depredators upon the

whole body of the inhabitants. My Lords, the

different provinces of America, in the excefs of

their gratitude for the repeal of the Stamp Act,

feemed to vie with each other in expreflions of

loyalty and duty ; but the moment they perceived

that your intention to tax them was renewed, un-

der a pretence of ferving the Eaft India Company,
their refentment got the afcendent of their mo-

deration, and hurried them into actions which

their cooler reafon would abhor. But, my Lords,

from the whole complexion ofthe late proceedings,

I cannot but incline to think, that Adminiftration

has purpofely irritated them into thefe violent acts,

in order to gratify their own malice and revenge..

What elfe could induce them to drefs Taxation, the

father of American Sedition, in the robes ofan Eaft-

India Director, but to break in upon that mutual

peace
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peace and harmony which then fo happily fubfifted

between the Colonies and the Mother Country.

My Lords, it has always been my fixed and unal-

terable opinion, and I will carry it with me to the

grave, that this country had no right under hea-

ven to tax America. It is contrary to all the prin-

ciples ofjuftice and civil policy : it is contrary to

that effential, unalterable right in nature, ingrafted

into the Britifh Conftitution as a fundamental law,

that what a man has honeftly acquired is abfolutely

his own, which he may freely give, but which can-

not be taken from him without his confent. Pafs

then, my Lords, inftead of thefe harfh and fevere

edicts, an amnefly over their errors ; by meafures

of lenity and affection allure them to their duty ;

act the part of a generous and forgiving parent.

A period may arrive, when this parent may {land

in need of every affiftance (he can receive from a

grateful and affectionate offspring. The welfare

of this country, my Lords, has ever been my
greateft joy, and under all the viciffitudes of my
life has afforded me the moft pleating confolation.

Should the all-difpofing hand of Providence pre-

vent me from contributing my poor and feeble

aid in the day of her diflrefs, my prayers (hall be

ever for her profperity :-
'

Length of days be in

her right hand, and in her left hand riches and

honor ! May her ways be ways of pleafantnefs, and

all her paths be peace !"

VOL. II. E The
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The only effort of a nature directly concilia-

tory in the conrfe of the prefent feffion, was made

by Mr. Rofe Fuller, Member for Rye, who on

the ipth April (1774) moved, that the Houfe re-

folve itfelf into a^ Committee, to take into confi-

deration the duty on the importation of teas into

America, and the appropriation of the fame, with

a view to its repeal. This motion was fecondcd

and powerfully fupported by Mr. Edmund Burke,

in an elaborate fpeech, which excited very con-

liderable attention. This gentleman had, from

the period of his firft introduction to the Houfe

of Commons, as confidential Secretary to Lord

Rockingham, during the adminiftration of that

nobleman, diftinguifhed himfelf by the fuperiority

and fplendor of his parliamentary talents ; and

he might at this time be confidered as the princi-

pal organ through which the political fcntiments

were communicated of that once widely extended

and potent connection of Whigs, of which Lord

Rockingham had, fince the death of the Duke

of Newcaftle, been confidered the head. The

tide of power, of fortune, and of royal favor,

having long fince flowed in a different channel,

this party had been gradually deferted by many
Of their fummer friends', but ftill remained highly

refpectable from the firm conjunction of various

families of the- firft cfiftinction, who had ever

been
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beeri numbered amongft the mofl zealous adhe-

rents of the Revolution, and Proteftant Succeflion

in the Houfe of Hanover.- The iimple, unaf-

fected, and unafluming manners of the Marquis of

Rockingham were amufingly eontrafted in his

reprefentative Mr. Burke, whofe deportment was

lofty and fupercilious, and whofe fpeeches in Par-

liament were for the mofl part characterized by a

florid, diffuiive, and oftentatious flyle of eloquence,

ill-adapted to the inveftigation of truth 5 calculated

rather to dazzle than inform, abounding with va-

nity and egotifm, and apparently intended not fo

much to exhibit the merits of the caule as the

abilities of the fpeaker. Neverthelefs, they dif-

played a great extent of knowledge; they were en-

livened with frequent flames of wit ; they were il-

luminated with much brilliancy of alluiion and

metaphor, and adorned with burfts of oratory,

bold, beautiful, and fublime. During the life-

time of the Marquis of Rockingham, he appeared,

not indeed without fome remarkable 'deviations,

to adhere with laudable zeal to the genuine prin-

ciples ofWhiggifm : but from the lamented deceale

of that diilinguifhed nobleman, he became on a

fudden very capricious and eccentric in his con-

duct ; and his judgment being naturally weak,

and his paflions proportionally violent and habitu-

ally inxkilged, the force of his genius in other re-

fpecls has unfortunately only plunged him, in the

E a latter
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latter years of his life, deeper into the abyfTes of

abfurdity and extravagance.

In the courfe of Mr. Burke's fpeech on the pre-

fent motion, he took occafion to draw the politi-

cal portraits of feveral perfonages, who had, during

the prefent reign, occupied the higheft depart-

ments of the State.
" To Mr. George Grenville,

with whom the new Colony Syftem had originated,

he affirmed that this country owed in other re-

fpecls great obligation. He had, as Mr. Burke

believed, a very ferious defire to benefit the pub-

lic ; but with no fmall ftudy of the detail, he did

not feem to have equally carried his view to the

total circuit of affairs. He generally confidered

his objecls in lights too much detached. This

great ferfon was bred to the law, a fcience rather

calculated to invigorate than liberalize the under-

ftanding. Faffing from that ftudy, he did not go

very largely into the world, but plunged into

bufinefs ; the bufinefs of office. But men too

much converfant in office rarely poflefs minds of

remarkable enlargement. Perfons nurtured in the

forms and habits of office do admirably well as

long as things go on in their common or-

der ? but when the high roads are broken up,

when the waters are out, when a new and troubled

fcene is opened, and tie file affords no precedent,

then it is that a greater knowledge of mankind,

and a far more exteniivc comprehenlion of things,

3 are
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are requifitc than ever office gave, or than office

can ever give. He faid, that in the year 1765,

being in a very private itation, unknowing and

unknown, it was his fortune to become, connected

with a very noble perfbn, the Marquis of Rock-

ingham, then at the head of the Treafury depart-

ment ; and that he was placed in a fituation which

enabled him to difcern in that noble perfon fuch

found principles, fuch an enlargement of mind,

fuch clear and fagacious fcnfe, and fuch unfhaken

fortitude, as had bound him, as well as others

much better than him, by an inviolable attach-

ment. The queftion of the repeal of the Stamp
Act was brought on by the Marquis, in the very

inftant when it was known that negotiations were

carrying on between the Court and the Leaders of

Oppofition. In the midft of a chaos of plots

and counter-plots, of warfare agairift public oppo-
lition and private treachery, it was that the firm-

nefs of this noble perfon was put to the proof.

Every thing was full of traps and mines. Earth

below fhook; Heaven above menaced;, All the

elements of miniflerial- fafety were difTolved ; yet

he remained fixed and determined in principle, in

meafure, and in conduct. He praclifed no ma-

nagement, he fought no apology, he fecured no

retreat ; but on the conclusion of an enquiry

which lafted fix weeks, by a noble, fpirited, and

unexpected majority, in the teeth of all the old

E 3 merce-
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mercenary Swifs of State, in defiance of the whole

embattled legion of veteran penlioners and prac-

tifed instruments of a Court, gave a total repeal

to the Stamp Act,, and, if it had been fo permitted ,

a lafting peace to the empire." Of Lord Chatham

Mr. Burke faicl, that *' the venerable age of this

great man, his merited rank, his fuperior elo-

quence,, his fplendid qualities, his eminent fer-

vices, the vaft {pace he filled in the eye of man-

kind, forbade him to cenfure his conduct ; and to

flatter him he was afraid. Let thofe who have

betrayed him by their adulation, infult him by
their malevolence. For a wife Minifter, however,

fpeaking with the freedom of hiftory., Mr. Burke

faid, he mmi furely be acknowledged to have

adopted meafures greatly mifchievous to himfelf,

perhaps for that reaibn fatal to his country ; MEA-

SURES, the effedts of which are, I am afraid,

FOR EVER INCURABLE. He made an Admini--

flratjon fo checquered and fpeckled ; he put toge-

ther a piece of joinery fo crofsly indented, and

whimfically dove-tailed
;

a cabinet fo varioufly

inlaid, fuch a piece of divcrfified mofaic, fuch a

teilelated pavement without cement, here a bit of

black ftone and there a bit of white ; patriots and

courtiers, king's friends and republicans, Whigs
and Tories, treacherous friends and open enemies;

that it was indeed a very curious {how, but utterly

unfafe to touch, and unfure to ftand on. When his

face
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face was hid but for a moment, his whple lyftem

was on a wide fea, without chart or compafs,

whirled about, the fport of every guft ; and thole

of the manners who were moft directly opposite to

his opinions, being by far the moil artful and power-

ful of the let, feizing the helm, turned the veflel

wholly out of the courfe of his policy." The

Houfe were much amufed with thefe ingenious re-

prefentations ; but no other effect was produced,

the numbers on the divifion being 184 to 51.

The feffion ended June 21, 1774, and his Ma-

jefty's fpeech contained a very high eulogium on

the meafures which had been adopted for the pur-

pofe of reclaiming his deludedfuljefts ; and on the

temper, firmnefs, and unanimity which had been

difplayed in the deliberations of Parliament, which

could not -fail of giving them the greateft weight.

Indeed, fuch was the elation of the Court and its

partifans at this period, that America feemed in

their apprehenfion already fubdued, and a complete

victory obtained before the battle was begun.

Governor Hutchinfon, by whofe advice the

King and his Minifters had been chiefly guided,

and who gave the molt pofitive affurances that

a fpeedy and general fubmifiion would be the

confequence of the meamres which he recom-

mended, had been for fome time pad in England;
and General Gage, already Commander of the

troops Itationed at Bofton, was appointed Gover-

E 4 nor
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nor of the Province. He arrived in that city in

the month of May 1 774, and was received with

that dead and melancholy lilence which portend-

ed a tremendous ftorm. The intelligence of the

Bofton Port Bill had been recently received ; and

on the day fucceeding the arrival of the new Go-

vernor, a general meeting of the inhabitants was

convened, in order to take it into confideration.

At this meeting, a refolution was pafled, expref-

five of their ideas of the impolicy, injuftice, and

barbarity of the bill, and inviting the other Colo-

nies to join with them in a general agreement to

put a ftop to all exportation and importation to

Great Britain and the Weft Indies till it fhould

be repealed. Addreffes from Virginia, Pennfylvania,

the Carolinas, New York, and the other provinces,

in a (hort time arrived, exhorting them, with many

expreffions of affection and lympathy, to refolu-

tion and perfeverance ; and declaring, that they

confidered Bofton as fuffering in the common

caufe. One fpirit, one undivided fentiment, of

pity, indignation, and revenge, roufed and per-

vaded all. A General Congrefs became the ob-

ject of univerfal delire ; and Philadelphia being

judged commodioufly lituated for the purpofe,

it was convened to meet in that city on the ift of

September, and in the mean time combinations

were every where entered into to fufpend all com-

mercial intercourfe with Great Britain ; and re-

nouncing
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nouncing all communication with thofe who (hould

refufe to fign this Covenant, notwithstanding a

Proclamation from General Gage, ftyling fuch

agreement an unlawful, hoftile, and traitorous

combination. An Acldrefs being prefented to him

by the Municipality of Bofton, in which the rights

of the Colonies were aflerted in a high and refolute

tone, the Governor would not deign to hear it

read to the end, declaring it to be an infult to

his Majefty and his Government.

On the 25th of May, 1774, the New General

Court met as ufual at Bofton, when General Gage

gave them notice of their removal to Salem by
the late Act. The Aflembly haftening the public

bulinefs, in order to evade this neceffity, the Go-

vernor adjourned the Court to the 7th of June,

then to meet at Salem. The firfl bufinefs after

this adjournment on the fubfequent meeting at

Salem, was to appoint Deputies to meet thofe

of the other Colonies in General Congrefs at

Philadelphia. The Governor, having received in-

timation of this defign, difpatched his Secretary

with the grcateft precipitation to diflblve the

Court: but, on his arrival, he found the doors faft

locked ; and knocking aloud for entrance, he was

informed, that the Houfe was upon very important

bufinefs,, and till it was fmifhed he could not be

admitted. On which he read the Proclamation

of Diflblution on the ftairs leading to the hall of

the
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the Aflembly ; but the nomination of Deputies

being previouily made, this was confidercd as an

important advantage gained againft the Governor.

It was a part of the artful and malignant plan

of the Britifh Minifters in framing the Boftori

Port Bill, by removing the commerce of that

metropolis to Salem, and making it the feat of

Government, to eftablifh a rivalfhip and enmity

between thofe two places, from which they hoped

to derive mighty advantages. But the magna-
nimous fpirit by which the Americans were at

this period imiverfally actuated, difcovered itfelf

very confpicuoufly in an Addrefs prefented by the

Merchants and Freeholders of the Town of Sa-

lem, to the Governor, the day fucceeding the

difiblution of the General Court. " We are," fay

they,
" moil deeply afflicted with a fenfe of our

public calamities : by fhutting up the port of

Bofton, fome imagine that the courfe of trade

might be turned hither, and to our benefit
;
but

nature, in the formation of our harbor, forbids our

becoming rivals in commerce with that conve-

nient mart ;
and were it otherwife, we mult be

deac\ to every idea of juftice, and loft to all

feelings ofhumanity, could we indulge one thought

to feize on wealth, and raife our fortunes on

the ruin of our fuffering neighbors," Marble-

head, a fea-port in the vicinity of Bofton, vying

jn generofity with Salem, offered the Merchants

of
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of that city the free ufe of its wharfs and ftores.

The unparalleled injuftice and cruelty of this Bill

were the topics of universal execration ; it was

faid
" to be fo conftituted, that enormous pains

and penalties muft enfue, notwithstanding the moft

perfect obedience to its injunctions; as the Port

could not be again opened but by his Majefty
in Council,, in confequencc of a previous certifi-

cate from the Governor. Thofe charged with

the moft aggravated crimes are not punifhable till

arraigned before difinterefted Judges, heard in

their own defence,, and found guilty of the charge.

But here a whole people are accufed, profecuted

by they know not whom, proved guilty they

know not how, and fentenced to inevitable

ruin,"

The rough drafts of the Bills for altering the

Charter of Maflachufetts ; for the impartial ad-

miniftration of juftice; and another for pro-

viding quarters for troops in America, arriving

about this time at Bofton, were inftantly circu-

lated through the Continent, and filled up what

was before wanting of violence and indignation

in the feveral Colonies. Even thofe who were

moderate, or apparently wavering, now became

refolute and refentful. The people at large ex-

preilbd without referve their conviction, that the

sera was fait approaching when it would be ne-

peflary for them to defend their rights with the

edge
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edge of the fword. The Colonial Militia Laws

required every Citizen to bear arms within a

certain age; they were in general fond of mili-

tary exercifes, and abounded in excellent markf-

men. They were now with great diligence em-

ployed in training and perfecting themfelves in

military evolutions and manoeuvres. The found

of drums and fifes every where faluted the ear.

Parents and children, hufbands and lovers, the

young and the old, were poflefled by the fame

martial fpirit,
and were fired with the fame glo-

rious and enthufiaftic zeal for liberty. Nothing
was to be feen or heard of but purchafmg of

arms and ammunition, cafting of balls, and the

making all thofe preparations which teftify the

moil immediate danger and determined refift-

ance.

Soon after the arrival of General Gage, two

additional regiments of foot, with a detachment

of artillery and cannon, were landed at Bofton, and

encamped on the Common. Thefe troops were

by degrees re-inforced by the arrival of feveral re-

giments from Ireland, New York, Halifax, and

at length from Quebec. The town of Bofton is

connected with the Continent by a narrow ifth-

mus of confiderable length, on which a military

guard was placed, and the entrance of the neck

fortified by order of Government ; and fo little

intercourfe fubfifted between the city and the

country,
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country, that the garrifon found it already difficult

to procure the means of fubfiftence. With the

Charter Bill, the Governor received a lift of thir-

ty-fix Counfcllors, appointed by Royal Mandamus,

twelve of whom declined to ferve. The Courts

of Judicature were totally fufpended, the Jurors

refufing to take the oaths, and to aft under the

new judges and laws. In many counties the peo-

ple aflembled in large bodies, and took pofleffion

of the Court-Houfes, and would fuffer neither

judges, fherifFs, nor clerks to enter. All perfons

accepting offices under the new Acls were de-

clared enemies to their country. The Mandamus

Counfcllors, the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms,

and all who had made themfelves particularly ob-

noxious by their activity in fceonding the mea-

fures of Government, were compelled to take re-

fuge in Bofton. The Seat of Government at Salem

was entirely abandoned, and Government itfelf

leemcd no longer to exiti.

At length the General Congrefs, on which all

America had their eyes now fixed, met at Phila-

delphia for the firft time, September 4, 1774.

This AfTcmbly conlifted of fifty-one Members, de-

legated in fuch proportions from the different Co-

lonies as correfponded with their varied extent

and population, though each Colony had a diftincl

and feparate vote. Arnongft their firft refolves

they pafled an unanimous vote, that this Aflembly

deeply
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deeply feels the fufferings of their countrymen in

the Mafiachufctts, under the operation of the late

unjuft, cruel, and oppreffive Acts of the Britifh

Parliament ; that they molt thoroughly approve the

wifdom and fortitude with which their oppoiition

to thofe meafures has been conducted ; and they

truft that the united efforts of America in their

behalf will carry conviction to the Britifli nation

of the unwife, unjuft, and ruinous policy of the

prefent Adminiftration. But if the late Acts of

Parliament (hall be attempted to be carried into

execution by force, in fuch cafe all America ought
to fupport the inhabitants of the Maflachufetts Bay
in their oppofition. The Congrefs alfo publifhed a

Declaration of Rights, to which they conceived

themfelves entitled by the immutable laws of na-

ture, the principles of the Englifh Conftitution,

and their feveral charters or compacts. After a

fpccification of thefe rights, and an enumeration

of the recent violations of them, they mention, that,

in hopes of being reftored to that ftate in which

both countries formerly found happinefs and pro-

fperity, they have for the prefent only refolved to

purfue the following peaceable meafures, viz. to

enter into a non-importation, non-confumption,

and non-exportation agreement; and to prepare

an addrefs to the people of Great Britain, a memo-

rial to the inhabitants of Britifh America, and a

loyal and humble petition to his Majefty. All
'

thefc
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thefe different acldrefTes and declarations were

drawn up with great ability, prudence, and mo-

deration. They call upon the people of Great

Britain to witnefs their loyalty and attachment to

the common intereils of the empire ; they appeal

to their own acknowledgment of this truth, mani-

fefted by the reimburfement of large fums of mo-

ney which they had advanced during the late war,

with zeal far beyond their proportional ability.

They then proceed to flate and examine the mea-

fi ires of Government, and the Acts of the Britifh

Parliament, which they confider as hoflile to Ame-

rica. They adduce ftrong arguments to Ihew

that the final fucccfs of the minifterial plans wouhj

in the end be as fatal to the liberties of Britain as

to thofe of America. " Place us," fay they,
" in the

fame fituation that we were in at the clofc of the

laft war, and our former harmony will be reftored."

In the memorial to the inhabitants of Britifh

America, they deeply deplore the neceffity which

prefled them to an immediate interruption ofcom-

merce, and apologize by faying,
" We are driven

by the hands of violence into unexperienced and

unexpected public convulfions, and are contending

for freedom fo often contended for by our ancef-

tors." Towards the clofe they have thefe words :

* c We think ourfelves bound in duty tp obferve to

you, that the fchcmes agitated againft thefe Colo-

oies have been fo conducted as to render it prudent

that
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that you fhould extend your views to the moft

unhappy events, and be in all refpecls prepared

for every contingency.

But the Congrefs feemed to referve their chief

flrength for the addrefs to the KING, which is

penned with extraordinary force and animation, in

many parts rifing to a very high ftrain of eloquence.

They exprefs their "
confidence, that as his Ma-

jefty enjoys the fignal diftinclion of reigning over

freemen, the language of freemen cannot be di-

pleafing :" adding,
" Your royal indignation, we

hope, will rather fall on thofe dcfigning and dan-

gerous men, who, daringly interpofing themfelves

between your royal perfon and your faithful fub-

jects, have at length compelled us by the force of

accumulated injuries to difturb your Majefty's re-

pofe by our complaints." They afTure his Majeity,

that for the fupport of civil government, and the

adminiftration of juftice, fuch proviiion has been,

and will be made by the Colonial Lcgiflatures as

may be judged fuitable to their refpective circum-

ilances. They affirm, that for their defence, pro-

tection, and fecurity in time of peace, their Mili-

tias, if properly regulated, would be fully fufficient ;

and in cafe of war, his faithful Colonifts will be

ready and witting, as they have ever been when

conftitutionally required, to demonftrate their loy-

alty, by exerting their mofl ftrenuous efforts in

granting fupplies and raifmg forces. They fay,

"We
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* c We afk but for peace, liberty, and fafety. W
\vifh not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do

we Iblicit the grant of any new right in our favor*

In the magnanimity and juftice of your Majefly
and Parliament we confide for a redrefs of our

grievances, trufting that when the caufes of our

apprehenlions are removed, our future conduct

will prove us not unworthy of the regard we have

been accuitomed in our happier days to enjoy.

And appealing to that Being who fearches tho-

roughly the hearts of his creatures, we folemnly

profefs that our counfcls have been influenced by
no other motive than a dread of impending de-

flruction. We implore therefore your Majefty,

as the loving father of all your people, connected

by the fame bands of law, loyalty, faith, and blood,

not to fufFer the tranfcendent relation formed by
thefe ties to be further violated in uncertain ex-

pectation of effedts, wr

hich, if attained, never can

compenfate for the calamities through wrhich they

muft be gained. So may your Majefty enjoy every

temporal felicity throughout a long and glorious

reign, and your defcendants inherit your profperity

and dominions till time fhall be no more." It is

difficult to conceive how this addrefs could be read

without exciting, in the breafts even of the moft

obdurate, ftrong emotions of compunction and re-

morfe ; but there are thofe who have hearts and

understandings upon which no impreflion can be

VOL. II. F made
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fnade by any effort of human reafon, and who cart

refolutely "turn a deaf ear to the. voice of the

Charmer, charm he never fo wifely."

In a fubfequent addrefs to the Roman Catho-

lic inhabitants of Canada, the Congrefs with per-

fpicuity and energy ftate to the Canadians the

rights enjoyed under that Connotation from which

by the late acl they are debarred. " Theie rights,"

fay they,
" defend the poor from the rich, the

weak from the powerful, the indunrious from the

rapacious, the peaceable from the violent, the te-

nants from the lords, and all from their fuperiors.

They invite and foHcit them to confult their own

glory and welfare, and to unite with them in one

focial compact. Your province," fay they,
"

is

the only fink wanting to complete the bright and

ftrong chain of union. Nature has joined your'

country to ours, join alfo your political interefts

by an acceffion to the general confederation." But

the fpirit of liberty was too faint and feeble in Ca-

nada, and the ariftocracy and pricithood too power-

ful to admit of any confiderable effect from this

addreis. The Congrefs, having fmifhetl their deli-

berations, difiblved themfelvcs after an uninterrupt-

ed feffion of iifty-two days. Such was the noble

and enthufiailic deteilation of this AfTembly to

tyranny and flavery, that in one of their debates

refpecling the probability and danger of a rupture

with Great Britain, a leading Member rofe up and
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faid,
" I (liould advife perMing in our ftruggle,

though it were revealed from Heaven that nine

hundred and ninety-nine were to perifh in the

contcfl, and one only of a thoufandto furvive and

retain his liberty." The laft refolution of this

Affembly imported that another Congrefs fhall be

held the loth day of May 1775, unlefs redrefs of

grievances be obtained before that time.

General Gage had ifTued writs for convoking the

General Court of Maflachufetts at Salem on the

5th of October, which fubfequent events induced

him to recall ; but the Court neverthelefs met, and,

voting themfelves into a Provincial Congrefs, ap-

pointed a Committee to prefent a Remonitrance to

the Governor, complaining in ftrong terms of

the late arbitrary laws, and the hoftile preparations

making to enforce them. The Governor refufed

to recognize them as a lawful aflembly, and

warned them at their peril to deliit from their

illegal and unconstitutional proceedings. To this

requiiition or menace little regard was paid, and

at a fubfequent meeting a plan was drawn up for

the immediate defence of the province; magazines
of ammunition and ftores were provided for twelve

thoufand militia, and an enrolment made ofa num-

ber ofminute men, fo called from their engaging to

turn out with their arms at a minute's warning.

Winter approaching, the Governor was defirous of

providing barracks and clothing for the foJdiers ;

Fa but
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but no workmen could be procured ;
and the mer-

chants returned for anfwer, that they never would

fupply any article for the benefit of men who were

lent as enemies to their country. Every thing

now kTved to increafe the mutual appreheniiou

and animofity. A magazine of powder at Charlef-

town, near Bofton, had been feized by General

Gage's order, and a battery of cannon fpiked by a

detachment from the ihipping. On the other

hand, the fort at Portfmouth, in New Hampfhire,
was aflaulted by an armed body of provincials, and

after a flight refiftance carried by ftorm, and the

powder it contained was fent off in boats to a

place of fatety. A fimilar fpirit of retaliation and

reiiftance alrooft every where difcovered itfelf. The

relblutions of the Continental Congrefs were uni-

vcrlally coniirmed by the Provincial AfTemblies cr

Conventions, and Committees of inflection and

obfervation were appointed in order to enforce due

obedience to the public decifions.

It is now neceilary to revert to the ftate of

affairs in England, where paffion had during this

interval futn'cient leifure to cool, and the greateft

anxiety began to prevail as to the refill t of the late

meafures of Aclminiltration. Lord Chatham, whofe

fentimcnts and feelings on all fubjecls of public

concern muft be regarded as peculiarly interesting,

in a confidential letter to a friend, dated Auguft

1774, writes,
"
Every ftep on the fide of Go-

vernment,
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vernment, in America, feems calculated to drive

the Americans into open refinance, vainly hoping

to cram the fpirit of liberty in that vaft continent

at one fuccefsful blow; but millions muft perifh

there before the feeds of freedom will ceafe to grow
and fpread in fo favorable a foil : and in the

mean time devoted England muft fink herfelf un-

der the ruins of her own foolifti and inhuman fvf-

tem of defiruclion." In a fubfequent letter, he

fays,
" It is plain that America cannot wear chains.

Would to Heaven it were equally plain that the

oppreilbr England is not doomed one day to bind

them round her own hands, and wear them pa-

tiently !

-Szevior arrnis

Luxuria incubuit, viftumque ulcifcitur orbem.

Happily beyond the Atlantic this poifon has not

reached the heart. When then will infatuated

Adminiftration begin to fear that freedom they

cannot deftroy, and which they do not know how
to love ?'* And in a third letter he fays,

"
I have

not words to exprefs my fatisfaction that the Con-

grefs had conducted this moft arduous and delicate

bufinefs with fuch manly wifdom and calm refolu-

tion as does the higheft honor to their deliberations.

Very few are the things contained in their refolves

that I could wifh had been otherwife. Upon the

whole I think it mufl be evident to every unpreju-

F 3 diced
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diced man in England, who feels for the rights of

mankind, that America, under all her oppreffions

and provocations, holds forth to us the moft fair

and juil opening for reftoring harmony and affec-

tionate intercourfe as heretofore, I truft that the

minds of men are more than beginning to change

on this great fubjecl; ; and that it will be found

impoffible for freemen in England to vvifh to fee

three millions of Englifhmen flaves in America."

The PARLIAMENT, which had fat fix years only,

was fuddenly and unexpectedly difiblved in the

month of September, and a new Parliament im-

mediately convened, which met on the enfuing

29th November 1/74, and of which Sir Fletcher

Norton, a Lawyer of great eminence, was unani-

mouily re-chofen Speaker ; for, this high office

he had already occupied feveral years, in confe-

quence of the refignation of Sir John Cuft. The

King, in his opening fpeech, acquainted the two.

Houfes,
" that a moft daring fpirit

of refinance

and difobedience ftill prevailed in the Province

pf MafTachufetts Bay, and had broke forth in

frefh violences of a very criminal nature ; that

the moil proper and effectual meafures had been,

taken to prevent thefe mifchiefs ; and that they

might depend upon a firm refolutiqn to with-?

fland every attempt to weaken or impair the fu-

preme authority of this Legiflature over all the

dominions of the Crown." The Addrcfs pro-

ppfecj
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pofed in the Houfe of Commons produced a

warm and animated debate. The Minifter was

reminded of the mighty cffecls he had predicted

from the late Acts againft America. They were

to humble the whole Continent in the dull, and

the punifhment of Bofton was to firike an uni-

verfal terror into all the Colonies ; that refrac-

tory town would be totally abandoned; .and, in-

ftead of obtaining relief, a dread of the fame fate

would even prevent the appearances of pity. An
amendment being at length offered, that his Ma-

jefly would be gracioufly pleafed to communicate

the letters, orders, and inftructions, relative to

the execution of the late Ac"ls, it was negatived

by a majority of 264 to 73. In the Houfe of

Lords, the numbers on the clivifion were 63 to

13 ; but a Froteft agamjl tie Addrefs, the firfl

which had ever appeared on the Journals of the

Houfe, was ligned by the Lords in the Mino-

rity ; who, at the conclulion of it, thus exprcfs

themfelves :
"

It affords us a melancholy pro-

fpect of the difpofition of Lords in the prefent

Parliament, when we fee the Houfe, under the

preflure of fo fevere and uniform an experience,

again ready, without inquiry, to countenance,

if not to adopt, the fpirit of former fatal proceed-

ings. But whatever may be the mifchievous dc-

figns, or the inconfiderate temerity which leads

Others to this defperate courfe, we wifh to be

F 4 known
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known as perfons who have difapproved of mea-

fures fo injurious in their pad effects and future

tendency ; and who are not in hafte, without en*

quiry or information, to commit ourfelves in de-

clarations which may precipitate our country into

all the calamities of a civil war." Notwithftand-

ing the high language of the Court on the firfl

day of the Seffion, evident fymptoms of irrefo-

lution in the Cabinet Councils were at this pe-

riod difcernible ; and all difcuflion of the affairs

of America were ftudioufly avoided by the Mini-r

ftcr, in Parliament, previous to the recefs. It

was intimated only, that the apprehenfion of a

war was wholly chimerical. The eftimates were

formed entirely upon a peace eftablifhment ; the

land-tax was continued at three fhillings ; no

vote of credit was required ; the army remained

pn its former footing ; and, what was moft of alii

furprifing, a reduction of four thoufand feamen

took place from the twenty thoufand voted laft

year *a circumflance which fhews in the ftrongeft

light, how aftonifhing was the delufion of the

Miniftry, or how eager their folicitude to delude

the public. Lord Sandwich, Firil Lord of the

Admiralty, publicly declared in the Houfe of

Peers, ^ that he knew the low eftablifhment pro-

pofed would be fully fufficient for reducing the

Colonies to obedience. With unpardonable in-

difcretion he Ipoke iri terms the moft (jontemp-
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tiious both of the power and the courage of the

Americans. He afTerted, that they were neither

difciplined, nor capable of difcipline ; and that,

formed of fuch materials, and fo indifpofed to

encounter danger, their numbers would only add

to the facility of the defeat *.
v On the firft day

of

* To the infolence and adulation of Lord SANDWICH'S rhetoric

on this occafion, hiftory affords perhaps no
j
after parallel than

the fpeech of MARDONIUS to XERXES on Lis proje&ed invafion

of Greece, as recorded by the pen of Herodotus. "
Sir," faid

the (lave to the defpot,
"
you are not only the moft illuftrious

of all the Perfians who have hitherto appeared, but you may

fecurely defy the competition of pofterity. You are entitled to

our particular admiration for not fuffering the people of IONIA,

contemptible as they are, to INSULT us with impunity. It would

indeed be prepofterous, if, after reducing to our power the Sacas,

the Indians, the Ethiopians, and the Afiyrians, with many other

great and illuftrious nations, we fhould not inflict vengeance on

xhofe GREEKS, who without provocation have molefted us. There

can be nothing to excite our alarm no multitude of troops

no extraordinary wealth their PROWESS I myfelf have known

Jkfides this, 1 am informed that in all their military undertakings

the Greeks betray the extremeft ignorance and folly. Who,

Sir, fhall oppofe you at the head of the forces and fleets of Afia ?

The Greeks I think never can be fo audacious. If, however, 1

fhould be deceived, and they mall be fo MAD as to engage us,

hey wijl foon find to their coft that in the art of war we are the

firft of mankind." How well the predictions of thefe vain

boafters were verified let SALAMIS and SARATOGA tell! The

abjeft manne* in which the GREAT KING fubfequently fued by

\ns Amhafladors for peace, courting with fawning flattery the

fnendfhip and alliance of the very people he had thus injuriously

treated,
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of the meeting after the reccfs, January 2oth,

1775, Lord Dartmouth laid before the Peers

the official papers belonging to his department.

The plan of Minifterial coercion was now finally

treated, and the difdainful refufal of the Athenians to enter into

any negotiation fo long as the Perfian army remained within the

limits of the Grecian territory, are particularly related by the

fame hiftorian. " You may be aflured," fay thefe fons of freedom,
" that your endeavors to perfuade us into an alliance with the

BARBARIANS never will fucceed. On the part of the Atheni-

ans we declare, that as long as the fun (hall continue his ordi-

nary courfe, fo long will we avoid any friendfliip with Xerxes

fo long will we continue to refill him. Hereafter do not pre-

fume to enter an Athenian affembly with overtures of this kind.'*

Herod, book viii. fe<l. 9. It is curious to remark, that the

Laureat Whitehead, in his New Year's Ode for 1774, has con*

verttd this hiftoric parallel into a poetic contraft with what

Color of plaufibility a fliort extract will fuffice to (hew.

" Pafs but a few fhort fleeting years/*

Imperial XER-XES fighed, and faid,

'* And all that pomp which now appears

A glorious living fcene

Shall breathe its M."

Tru, tyrant ! wherefore then does pride

And vain ambition urge thy mind

To fprcad thy ncedlefs conquefts wide>

And defolate mankind ?

Not fo do BRITAIN'S KINGS behold

Their floating bulwarks of the main

Their undulating fails unfold,

And. gather all the winds aerial reign

To hlirl JUST THUNDERS On INSULTING FOES,

To GUARD and not INYA.DE the WORLD'S REPOSE,

fettled a
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fettled; not however, according to general report,

without confiderable opposition in the Cabinet

from certain Members of the Adminiftration, iu

the number of whom there was reafon to be-

lieve that the Firft Lord of the Treafury himfelfj

the Lord Privy Seal, and the Secretary of State

for America, were to be accounted. Notwith-

flanding the continued infirmities of the Earl of

Chatham, he had formed a refolution to attend

the Houfe, if poffible, on this memorable day,

in order, before the die was finally caft, to make

one powerful effort to avert the calamity, tha

danger, and the ruin which he faw impending

pver that great Empire which under his Admini-

ilration had attained the fummit of human pro-

fperity and glory. The Houfe was unufually full,

and a moft refpectable and crowded audience

alfo filled the fpace below the bar. When he

rofe to fpeak, all was filence and profound at-

tention. Animated and almoft infpired by his

fubjecl:, he feemed to feel his own unrivalled fu-

periority. His venerable figure, dignified and

graceful in decay, his language, his voice, his

geiture, were fuch as mi^ht at this important

crifis, big with the fate of Britain, feem to charac-

{prize liirq as the guardian genius of his country *.

"Too

$ Such extraordinary powers of mind as were in this Noble-

jBan,
combined with fo much corporeal infirmity, recall to rccol-
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" Too well apprized," he faid,
" of the contents of

the papers now at laft laid before the Houfe, he

would not take up their Lordfhips' time in tedi-

ous and fruitlefs investigations, but would feize

the firft moment to open the door of reconcile-

ment ; for, faid he, every moment of delay is

a moment of danger. As I have not, faid his

Lordfhip, the honor of accefs to his Majefly, I

will endeavor to tranfmit to him, through the

conftitutional channel of this Houfe, my ideas of

America, to RESCUE him from the mif-advice of

his prefent Minillcrs. America, my Lords, can-

not, be reconciled ; fhe ought not to be recon-

ciled to this country, till the troops of Britain are

withdrawn from the continent ; they are a bar to

ell confidence, they are a fource of perpetual irri-

tation, they threaten a fatal cataftrophe. How
can America truft you with the bayonet at her

breaft ? How can fhe fuppofe that you mean lefs

than bondage or death ? I therefore, my Lords,

move, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to

his Majefiy, moft humbly to advifc and befeech

le&ion the anecdote of M. Voltaire, who, on a vifit to the fa-

mous M. Ttirgot, when laft at Paris, found the Minifter wrapt

up in gouty flannels and unable to move :
" You remind me,

faid the Philofopher to the Statefman, of the image feen io

Nebuchadnezzar's dream." Ah !" faid M. Turgot,
" the

feet of clay!"
"

Yes, and the head of GOLD ! the head of

GOLD!" faid M. Voltaire.

his
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his Majefty,
' that in order to open the way to-

wards an happy fettlcment of the dangerous trou-

bles in America, it may gracioufly please his Ma-

jefty to tranimit orders to General Gage for re-

moving his Majeily's forces from the town of

Bcfton.' I know not, my Lords, who advifed

the prefcnt meafures ; I know not who adviles to

a perfeverance and enforcement of them ; but this

I will fay, that the authors of fuch advice ought

to anfwer it at their utmoft peril. I wifh, my
Lords, not to lofe a. day in this urgent prefling

crifis ; an hour now loft in allaying ferments in

America may produce years of calamity. Never

will I deiert, in any ftage of its progrefs, the conduct

of this momentous bufinefs. Unlefs fettered to my
bed by the extremity of ficknefs, I will give it un-

remitted attention. I will knock at the gates of

this fleeping and confounded Miniftry, and will,

if it be poffible, roufe them to a fenfe of their

danger. The recall of your army I urge as rrecef-

farily preparatory to the reftoration of your peace.

By this it will appear that you are difpofed to treat

amicably and equitably, and to conlider, revife,

and repeal, if it fhould be found neceflary, as I

affirm it will, thofe violent acts and declarations

which have dhTeminated confufion throughout the

empire. Reflftance to thefc acts was neceflary,

and therefore }uCt ; and your vain declarations of

the omnipotence of Parliament, and your imperi-

ous
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ous doctrines of the neceffity of fubmiffion, will

be found equally impotent to convince or enflave

America, who feels that tyranny is equally intole-

rable, whether it be exercifed by an individual part

of the Legiflature, or by the collective bodies

which compofe it. The means of enforcing this

thraldom are found to be as ridiculous and weak

in practice as they arc unjuft in principle. Con-

ceiving of General Gage as a man of humanity
and underitanding ; entertaining, as I ever muft,

the higheft refpect and affection for the Britifh

troops; I feel the moft anxious fenfibility for their

Ctuation, pining in inglorious inactivity. You may
call them an army of fafety and of defence, but

they are in truth an army of impotence and con-

tempt; and to make the folly equal to the difgrace,

they are an army of irritation and vexation. Al-

lay then the ferment prevailing in America, by

removing the obnoxious hoflile caufe. If you de-

lay conceflion till your vain hope fhall be accom-

plifhed of triumphantly dictating reconciliation,

you delay for ever ; the force of this country

would be difproportionately exerted againft a brave,

generous, and united people, with arms in their

hands and courage in their hearts three millions

of people, the genuine defcendants of a valiant

and pious anceflry, driven to thofe deferts by the

narrow maxims of a fuperftitious tyranny. But,

is the fpirit of perfecution never to be appeafed ?

Are
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Are the brave fons of thofe brave forefathers to

inherit their fufferings as they have inherited their

virtues ? Are they to fuftain the infliction of the

moft oppreffive and unexampled feverity, beyond
\vhat hiilory has related, or poetry has feigned ?

Rhadamanthus hahet duriifima regna,

Caftigatque, auditque, dolos.

But the Americans muft not be heard ; they have

been condemned unheard. The indifbriminate

hand of vengeance has devoted thirty thoufand

Britifh fubje&s of all ranks, ages, and defcrip-

tions to one common ruin. You may no doubt

deftroy their cities ; you may cut them off from

the fuperfluities, perhaps the conveniences of life ;

but, my Lords, they will ftill defpife your power,

for they have yet remaining their woods and their

liberty. What though you march from town to

town, from province to province, though you
fhould be able to enforce a. temporary and local

fubiniffion, how ihall you be able to fecure the

obedience of the country you leave behind you,

in your progrefs of eighteen hundred miles of con-

tinent animated with the fame fpirit of
liberty and

of refiftance ? This univerfal oppofttion to your

arbitrary fyftem of taxation might have been fore-

feen ; it was obvious from the nature of things

and from the nature of man, and, above all, from

the confirmed habits of thinking, from the fpirit

of
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of Whiggifm flourifliing in America. The fpirit

which now pervades America, is the fame which

formerly oppofed loans, benevolences, and fhip-

money in this country ; the fame fpirit which

roufed all England to aclion at the Revolution ;

and which eftablifhcd, at a remote sera, your li-

berties, on the balis of that grand fundamental

maxim of the Conftitution, that no fubjecl of Eng-

lanp ftiall be taxed but by his own confent. What
fhall oppofe this fpirit,

aided by the congenial

flame glowing in the bread of every generous Bri-

ton ? To maintain this principle is the common

cauie of the Whigs on the other fide of the Atlan-

tic and on this ; it is liberty to liberty engaged.

In this great caufe they are immoveably allied ; it

is the alliance of God and Nature, immutable,

eternal, fixed as the firmament of heaven. As an

Englifhman, I recognize to the Americans their

fupreme unalterable right of property. As an

American, I would equally recognize to England
her fupreme right of regulating commerce and

navigation. This diftindion is involved in the ab-

ftracl: nature of things; property is private; indi-

vidual, abfolute; the touch ofanother annihilates it.

Trade is an extended and complicated confidera-

tion ; it reaches as far as (hips can fail or winds

can blow ; it is a vaft and various machine. To

regulate the numbcrlefs movements of its feveral

parts, and combine them into one harmonious ef-
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feet, for the good of the whole requires the fu-

perintending wifdom and energy of the fupreme

power of the empire. On this grand practical

diftinction then let us reft ; taxation is theirs,

commercial regulation is ours. As to the meta-

phyfical refinements, attempting to fhow that the

Americans are equally free from legiflative con-

trol and commercial reftraint, as from taxation for

the purpofe of revenue, I pronounce them futile,

frivolous and groundlefs. When your Lordfhips

have perufed the papers tranfmitted Us from Ame-

rica ; when you confider the dignity, the firmneft,

and the wifdom with which the Americans have

acled, you cannot but refpect their caufe. Hif-

tory, my Lords, has been my favorite ftudy,

and in the celebrated writings of antiquity have

I often admired the patriotifm of Greece and

Rome : but, my Lords, I muft declare and avow,

that in the mafter-ftates of the world, I know not

the People, or the Senate, who in fuch a compli-

cation of difficult circumftances can itand in pre-

ference to the Delegates of America affembled

in General Congrefs at Philadelphia. I truft it

is obvious to your Lordfhips, that all attempts to

impofe fervitude upon fuch men, to eftablifh de-

potifm over fuch a mighty continental nation, muft

be vain, muft be futile. Can fuch a national prin-

cipled union be refitted by the tricks of office or

minifterial manoeuvres? Heaping papers n the

VOL. II. G table,
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table, or counting your majorities on a divifiony

will not avert or poftpone the hour of danger. It

mult arrive, my Lords, unlefs theie fatal acls are

done away ; it muii arrive in all its horrors ; arid

then thcfe boaflftil Miniilers, in fpite of all their

confidence and all their manoeuvres, rfiall be com-

pelled to bide their heads. But it is not repealing

this or that acl; of Parliament
;. it is not repealing

a piece of parchment that can reflore America

to your bofom ; you mufl repeal her fears and

refentments, and then you may hope for her

love and gratitude. But HOW, infulted with an

armed force, irritated with an hoftile array before

her eyes, her conceffions, if you could force themr
would be fufpicious and infecure. But it is more

than evident that you cannot force them to your

unworthy terms of fubmiffion ; it is impoffible i

WE ourfelves fhall be forced ultimately to retracl ;.

let us retracl while we can, not when we muft.

I repeat it, my Lords, we (hall one day be forced

to undo thefe violent oppreflive acls \ they muft

be repealed, you will repeal them ; I pledge my-
felf for it, that you will in the end repeal them ; I

itake my reputation on it ; I will confent to be

taken for an ID EOT if they are not repealed. Avoid

then this humiliating difgraceful neceffity. With

a dignity becoming your exalted iiluation, make

the firft advances to concord, to peace, and to

happinefs. Conceffion comes with better grace,

e and
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Jind more falutary effect: from fuperior power; it

reconciles fuperiority of power with the feelings

of man, and eflablifhes folid confidence on the

foundations of affection and gratitude. On the

other hand, every danger and every hazard impend
to deter you from perfeverance in the prefent

ruinous meafures ; foreign war hanging over your
heads by a flight and brittle thread ; France and

Spain watching your conduct, and waiting for the

maturity of your errors, with a vigilant eye to

America and the temper of your Colonies, MORE
THAN TO THEIR OWN CONCERNS, BE THEY WHAT
THEY MAY. To conclude, my Lords : if the Mi-

nifters thus perfevere in mifadvifing and miflead-

ing the KING, I Will not fay that they can alienate

the affections of his fubjects from the Crown ; but

I affirm, they will make the Crown not worth

his wearing. I will riot fay that the KING is BE-

TRAYED, but I will pronounce that the KING-

DOM is UNDONE."

The motion of Lord Chatham was mofl ably fe-

conded and fupported by Lord Camden :
"
King,

Lords, and Commons," faid this great Conftitu-

tional Lawyer,
" are grand and founding names :

but King, Lords, and Commons may become

tyrants as well as others. Tyranny in one or

more is the fame : it is as lawful to refifl the

tyranny of many as of one; this has been a

doctrine known and acted upon in this country,

Ga for
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fer ages. When the famous Selden was afked,

by what flatute refinance to tyranny could be jufti-

fied ? his reply was,
(

It is to be juftified by the

cuftom of England, which is a part of the law of

the land.' I will affirm, my Lords, not only as

a Statefman, Politician, and Philofopher, but as a

common Lawyer, that you have no right to tax

America. No man, agreeably to the principles of

natural or civil liberty, can be diveiled of any part

of his property without his confcnt ; and whenever

oppreffion begins, reflftance becomes lawful and

right."

The language of the Lords in Adminiftration

was high and decifive : it was declared, that the

Mother-country fhould never relax till America

confefled her fupremacy, and obedience muft be

enforced by arms. Lord Gower, Prefident of the

Council, is reported, in addition to his menaces, to

have faid with an air of contempt and difdain,
" Let the Americans, fo long as thefe meafures are

enforced, fit talking about their natural and divine

rights, their rights as men and citizens, their

rights from GOD and nature." In the refult the

motion was rejected by 68 voices againft 18.

In the Houfc of Commons, the American papers

were, by motion of Lord North, referred to a Com-

mittee of the whole Houfe, on the 26th ofJanuary

1775 ; previous to which, Petitions were prefented J

to the Houfe from the Merchants of London,

Briftol,
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Briflol, Glafgow, &c, which, by an artific echarac-

teriftic of the prefent Miniftry, were, on a divifion

of 1 97 to 8 1 Members, confignedto a feparateCom-

niittee, to meet on the 27th of January, fo that

theHoufe muft neceflarily come to a final decifior\

on the grand queftion before the petitions were

admitted to a hearing. This Committee was de~

nominated therefore by the Oppofition, the Com-

mittee of Oblivion. The ground on which the Mi-

niilry juftified this procedure was, that commerce

and politics were matters totally diflincl:, and that

the Houfe muft decide on the queftion of peace

and war folely upon political confiderations; but

that due care would be taken to fecure the com-

mercial interefts and property of the Merchants

whofe petitions were before the Houfe* To which

the petitioners replied,
" that they were under no

apprehenfions for their property, but from the mea-

fures which might be adopted by that Honorable

Houfe in order to fecure it." The petition from

the Congrefs to the King having been referred by

his Majefty, amidfl the common mafs of American

Papers, to the Houfe, the American Agents, Mn
Bollan, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Lee, petitioned the

Houfe to be heard at the bar in its fupport. But

the Miniflers alleged, that the Congrefs was no

legal body ; and to hear evidence on the fubjecl of

their petition, would be giving that illegal body

fome degree ofcountenance ; that with refpeft to

6 the
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the pretended grievances alleged in the petition,

the Houfe could hear the Colonies only through

their legal Aflemblies, and their Agents properly

authorized ; and that any deviations from this rule

would deftroy the whole order of Colony Govern-

jnent." To this the Oppofition replied,
" that the

prder ofColony Government was deftroyed already

in fome places by Act of Parliament ; in others,

by diflblution of Aflemblies by Governors ; and in

others by popular violence that the queftion was

now, how to reftore it. That the Gongrefs was

furely an Aflembly fufficiently legal for the pur-

pofe of prefcnting a petition, which, as it was

ligned by all their names, might be received as the

petition of individaals. That this mode of con-

ftantly rejecting petitions would infallibly end iq

univerfal revolt : and indeed a refufal to hear com-

plaints feemed plainly to amount to an abdication,

ofgovernment." Thefe reafbnings made no im-

preffion, and the petition was in fine rejected by
218 voices to 68.

Thus did the Britifh Parliament virtually refolve

to devote three millionsofBritifh fubjeclsto deftruc-

tion'unheard, andtocarryfireandfwordintothe moft

flourifhing provinces of the empire, rather thai}

deviate an iota from the eftablifhed etiquette of pre-

cedent and punclilio. The great majority by which

Lord Chatham's motion for the recall pf the troops

from Bofton was negatived, did not difcourage that

Noblemarj
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Nobleman from perfifting in his exertions for re-

ftoring peace to the empire: and in the beginning

of February he offered to the Houfe of Peers a

Bill for that purpofe, under the title of " A Pro-

vifional Act for fettling the troubles in America,

and for averting the fupreme authority and fuper-

intending power of Great Britain over the Colo-

nies." This bill comprehended a vaft extent of

matter ; and, as the Noble Lord who prefided over

the American department juftly obferved, many
of its parts feemed to require much feparate dif-

cuffion ; that it was impoffible therefore to pro-

nounce any immediate opinion concerning its pro-

priety ; that as the Noble Mover did not feem to

prefs the Houfe to any immediate decifion, but

rather appeared defirous that it fhould be
fully

and maturely weighed, he prefumed it would be

agreeable to him ; and he objected not to receive

it, on condition that it fhould lie on the table till

the American papers were firft taken into confider-

ation. This appearance of refpect and moderation

feemed to move the indignation ofthe other Lords

in Adminiflration ; and Lord Gower in particu'ar

reprobated it in the aggregate, and all its parts, with

extraordinary afperity. It was affirmed by his Lord-

fhip,
" that the bill was irregular, unparliamentary,

and unprecedented ; that the matter fhould have

been laid before the Houfe in feparate propofitions ;

that.it was objection fufficient to the bill, that it

G 4 fought
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fought reconciliation by conceffion ; that it not only

gave a fan ct ion to the traitorous proceedings of

the Congrcfs already held, but by the appointment

of another legalized their proceedings by Act of

Parliament ; that fhould their Lordfhips be bafe

enough to betray the rights of Parliament,
'

by

adopting the provifions of this bill, the Americans

would only accept fuch parts of it as fuited their

own views, and would no doubt difclaim thofe

that wore any appearance of fubmiffion. The duty

on tea was affirmed to be only the pretext for the

hoftile conduct of the Americans, and that their

real aim was to throw off all reftrictions upon their

commerce; that if the jurifdiction of the Admi-

ralty Courts were circumfcribed in the manner

propofed by this bill, the Navigation Act would

become a mere dead letter : in fine, that this was

no time for conceffion, and that to concede now

would be to give, up the point for ever. His Lord-

fhip, therefore, gave it as his opinion, that the bill

ihould not be fuffcred to lie on the table.'*

Lord Chatham, feeling and highly refenting the

indignity now offered, entered into his own vindi-

cation, and that of the mcafure propofed by him,

with all the fire and ardor of youth.
" He was

icnfible," he faid,
"
that this bill contained only the

rude outline of a plan of accommodation ; that he

had offered it to the Houfe with a view of ob-

taining the afliftance of their Lordfhips, to ren-
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/der it effectual to the great ends to which it was

ultimately directed. His bill was framed on no

narrow principle. He appealed to the candor of

their Lordlhips, and deprecated the effects of fac-

tious fpleen or blind predilection. He had been,

charged with precipitation in this bufinefs ; but

under fuch circumftances of emergency, when a

iingle day might decide the fate of the empire,

what was to be done ? More than two months had

elapfed fince the meeting of Parliament, and no

plan of reconciliation had been offered by the Mi-

nifters ; who, by their filence and inaction, feemed

to acknowledge themfelves incapable of devifing

any. No alternative then remained for him, but

to fubmit to their Lordfhips his ideas on the fub-

ject, or to abandon the interefts of his country. But

let Minifters avow that they have a plan, and

he would inftantly withdraw his bill. By the in-

decent attempt now made to ftifle this bill in em-

Iryo, Min ilters might hope that the contents of

it would fink into lilence and oblivion. But,

though rejected here, it would, he trufted, ever

remain a monument of his eamelt, however inef-

fectual, endeavors to ferve his country. It would

at leaft manifeft how zealous he had been to avert

the impending ftorms which feemed ready to burft

over us, and overwhelm the empire in ruin. He

acknowledged himfelf, on cool reflection, not in-

deed much furprifed, that men who hate liberty

fhould
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fhould alfo hate thofe that prize it ; that thofe who

want virtue themfelves, fhould perfecute them

who poflefs it. Since the firft entrance of the

prefent Minifters into office, he affirmed, that the

whole of their political conduct had been one

continued feries of weaknefs, temerity, ignorance,

defpotifm, and corruption. In one view only did

they appear found Statefmen and able Politicians

in a ftrict and unvaried attention to their own in-

tereft: fuch were their characters, and fuch their

abilities, that no plan of government could be

expected to fucceed in their hands ; and they

themfelves, he doubted not, were fully confcious

that the adoption of any fyftem of conciliation,

founded on a wife and rational policy, would anni-

hilate their power, and reduce them to that ftate

of infignificance for which God and Nature had

defigned them." The motion being put, the bill

was rejected by a majority of 61 to 32 voices.

The very day fucceeding this rejection, Lord

North moved in the Houfe ofCommons an Addrefs

to his Majeity,
" to return thanks for the communi-

cation of the American papers, and to declare, that,

having taken them into their moft ferious conlider-

ation, they find that a REBELLION at this time

actually exifts in the Province ofMaflachufetts Bay,

which was affirmed to be the more inexcufable,

from reflecting \vith how much TEMPER his Ma-

jefty and the Parliament havp acted in fupport of

the
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he Laws and Conftitution of Great Britain; and

folemnly.afFuring his Majefty, that it is their fixed

resolution, at the hazard of their lives and for-

tunes, to fupport his Majefty, againft all REBEL-

LIOUS ATTEMPTS, in the maintenance of his juft

rights, and thofe of the two Houfes ofParliament."

A vehement debate enfued, and fome of the more

moderate of thofe who had hitherto voted with

Adminiflration feemed to feel a kind of horror at

a proportion big with the moft dangerous and

direful confequences. It was affirmed on the

part of the Oppolition, that refinance to arbitrary

meafures was warranted by the Conflitution;

that no act of violence had been committed in

Maflachufetts Bay, which was not equalled by
fimilar acts in other provinces ; that this partial

declaration of rebellion was only a branch of

the general fyftem of delufion that there was

no medium between a general war and a ge-

peral reconciliation." On the other hand, the

Courtiers infifted,
" that the boafted union of the

Colonies would diflblve, the moment Parlia-

ment (hewed itfelf refolved on meafures of vi-

gor and feverity. That it would not, however,

they hoped, be neceflary to punifh univerfally, or

to make examples of more than a few ringleaders

of this revolt ; and that when the Colonies fhould

ixs reduced to due and entire fubmiffion to the

laws and authority of Great Britain, their real

grievances'



92 K. GEORGE ill.

grievances, upon their making proper application,

fhouldberedrefled."

Several ofthe profeffional Members of the Houfc

affected to fpeak with the utmoft contempt of the

military prowefs of the Americans; and one modern

Alexander declared *,
"

that, at the head of five

regiments of infantry, he would undertake to tra-

vcrfe the whole country, and drive the inhabitants

from one end of the continent to the other."

An amendment to the addrefs was at length

propofed by Mr. Fox, who had been in the

courfe of the preceding feflion difnujfed from his

feat on the Treafury-bench for a fpirit not fuffi-

ciently fubmiflive, with circumftances of peculiar

rudenefs and indignity. Leaving out all but the

preliminary words of the addrefs, he moved to fub-

ititute after them the following :
" But deploring

that the information which the papers laid before

them had afforded, ferved only to convince the

Houfe that the meafures taken by his Majefty's

fervants tended rather to widen than to heal the

unhappy differences between Great Britain and

America, and praying an alteration in the fame."

Upon a divifion, the amendment was rejected by

304 voices againft 105, which was, however, a

larger minority that had hitherto appeared on any

queftion. Nor was it yet fuffered to pafs quietly

for, on receiving the report, Lord John Cavendifh,

* General Grant.

a noble-
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a nobleman whofe principles were fueh as might
be fuppofed aflbciated with, and were calculated

to fuftain, the high honors of his name, moved for

its re-commitment ; on which a fccond debate,

not lefs vehement than the former, took place.

Minifters were warned that a future and bitter day
of retribution would inevitably come, when they

muft anfvver to the JUSTICE of their Country for

the mifchiefs they had already done, and for the

irretrievable ruin into which they were plunging
the nation. " My head and my heart," faid the

Noble Mover,
"

join in deprecating the horrors

of a Civil War, which will be rendered ftill more

dreadful by its involving in its certain confe-

quences a foreign one with the combined forces

of great and powerful nations." On the divifion

the minority appeared to have gained fome little

ground, the numbers being 288 to 106.

The next day a conference was, at the requeft

of the Commons, held with the Lords, to propofe

their Lordfhips' joining in this addrefs ; and the

Prefident, Lord Gower, having made the report,

the Earl of Dartmouth moved, that the blank

which was left open in the addrefs fhould be filled

up by the infertion of the words " the Lords

Spiritual and Temporal." A debate equally vio-

lent with that in the Houfe of Commons now

enfued ; a very wide fcope of inveclive, no le(s

than of argument, was taken by the fpeakers on

both
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both fides ;
and in the heat of controversial recri-

mination, aflertion, denial, arraignment, and de-

fiance, were, in a mode very tinumal in that

Houfe, dealt in unfparing and pailionate terms,

To the aftonifhment of the Houfe, Lord Mans-

field, who had ever appeared to harbor an inve-

terate enmity to America, declared,
" that the

impofition of the port-duties of 1767 was a mea-

fure the moft abfurd and pernicious that could

be devifed, and the caufe of all 6ur prefent and

impending evils." On which Lord Shelburnc,

at that time Secretary of State, Lord Camden,

then Lord Chancellor, and the Duke of Graftony

then at the head of the Treafury, and now Lord

Privy Seal, feverally declared, that they had no

fliare in that meafure,' and had never given it

their approbation. A general fentiment of amaze-

ment and indignation feemed for a moment tcr

pervade the minds of the Houfe, that a meafure

of fuch unparalleled importance ihould be carried

into effect by the force of. a fecret and overruling

influence, contrary to the advice and judgment
of the principal Miniftcrs of the Crown, who'

were alone refponfible for the meafures of Go-

vernment. The Marquis ofRockingham, who had

petitions from the American and Weft India Mer-

chants to prefent to the Houfe, at length moved

the previous queftion, in order that the allega-

tions of the merchants might be heard before

any
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any decinYe ftep was taken ; but on the divifion

it was negatived by 104 voices to 29 ; after which

the original motion of Lord Dartmouth was put,

and agreed to by the Houfe : but on both quef-

tions ftrong protefts were entered on the Journals

of the Houfe.

On the loth of February, Lord North moved

for a bill to reftrain the trade and commerce of

the New-England provinces, and to prohibit them

from carrying on the fifheries on the Banks of

Newfoundland. This bill excited frefh debates,
>

It was faid,
" that though a rebellion was declared

only in one province, three more were included

in the lame puniihment ; that the Newfound-

land fimery was neeeflary to the fubfiftence of the

people of New-England ;
and that, by the opera-

tions of this cruel acl:, half a million of people,

including friends and foes, in-nocent and guilty,

were condemned to perifh by famine for the fup-

pofed offences of an inconfiderable number**

The Minifters contented themfelves with alleging

the political neceffity of this meafure, and it was

carried through both Houies by the ufual ma-

jorities. While this bill was pending, the friends

of the Minhler, ho lefs than the Parliament, and

* This notable projeft for ftarving the Americans into Tub-

mifTion, was planned by the Solicitor General, who, in con-

fequence, acquired the ludicrous chaxa&eriftic appellation of

' Starvation Weddcrburnc."

the
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the Nation at large, were thrown into fudden a

tonifnment by his Lbrclfhip's announcing to the

Houfe A CONCILIATORY PROPOSITION. This

famous motion, which was introduced by a long

and elaborate fpeech, the Minifter affirmed to be

founded on that paflage of the late addrefs, which

declared, that whenever any of the Colonies fhall

make a proper application to Parliament, we fliall

be ready to afford them every juft and reafonable

indulgence* The proportion itfelf, which wears

an ambiguous and enigmatical appearance, was

precifely as follows:" That when the Gover-

nor, Council, and Aflembly, or General Court of

his Majefty's Provinces, or Colonies, fhall propofe

to make provifion according to their refpeclive

conditions, circumftances, and fituations, for con-

tributing their proportion to the common defence,

fuch proportion to be raifcd under the authority

ofthe General Court, or General AfTembly of fuch

Province, or Colony, and difpofable by Parliament ;

and fhall engage to make provifion alfo for the

fupport of the civil government, and the admr-

niftration of juftice in fuch Province, or Colony ;

it will be proper, if fuch propofal fhould be ab-

proved of by his Majefty in Parliament, and for fo

long as fuch provifion fhall be made accordingly,

to forbear, in refpect of fuch Province or Colony,

to levy any duties, tax, or afiefTment, or to propoie

any further duty, tax, or afTeflinent, except only

fuch
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fach duties as it may be expedient to propofe for

the regulation of commerce; the nett produce of

the duties lalt mentioned to be carried to the ac-

count of filch Province, Colony, or Plantation re-

fpe&ively." Though the intention of the Mini-

fter, in the framing of this proportion, which there

is good ground to believe the majority of the Ca-

binet moft reluctantly aflented to, was perhaps

juft and laudable, it could not be imagined by any

perfon capable of enlarged or comprehenlive views,

that in the prefent ftate of things it would be at-

tended with any beneficial effect. When the right

of taxation was. politively and vehemently denied

by America, a mere offer on the part of Great

Britain to fufpcnd the exercife of that right, fo

long as the Americans fhould tax themfelves in

the exact proportion, and for the precife purpofes

prefcribed by Parliament, muft, to the Americans,

appear an abfolute mockery. The Minifter had

the chagrin to perceive that the proportion was

very indifferently received by the Houfe. The

gentlemen ufually in oppofition treated it as nu-

gatory, infidious, and ridiculous. On the other

hand, the High Prerogative Party, at the head of

whom, and of the whole formidable phalanx of

"
King's Friends," was Mr. Charles Jenkinlbn,

formerly Secretary to Lord Bute ; a man, dark,

fubtile, and imbued with fentiments of loyalty and

ideas of government adapted to the meridian of

VOL. II. H the
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the Court of Ifpahan, violently exclaimed againft

this motion of conciliation, as a total abandonment

of principle; as being in direct oppofition to the

fpirit
of the late addrefs ; as a contradiction to all

the a6ls and declarations of Parliament ; a virtual

acknowledgment of injury; and a mean prevari-

cation, which could tend to no other purpofe

than to facrifice the dignity of that Houfe. They
declared they would make no conceffions to re-

bels with arms in their hands; nor agree to any

terms of reconciliation, in which an exprefs and

definitive acknowledgment of the fupremacy of

Parliament was not a preliminary article. And a

motion was actually made by Mr. Rigby for the

Chairman to leave the chair. In the midft of the

tumult occafioned by this motion, the Solicitor

General, Wedoerburne, who had once been him-

felf a leading Member of the Oppofition, and who

had rendered himfelf peculiarly odious by his

apoftacy, rofe, in order to explain the nature and

tendency of the proportion in queftion, which, he

faid, had been exceedingly miftaken. He af-

firmed,
" that it was far from the defign of the

propofition to aiient to a dereliction of the rights

of Parliament, or to yield in any degree to the

inlblence of the Americans : but, on the contrary,

it held forth a more wife and effectual method of

enforcing the claims of the one, and repreffingthe

arrogance of the other. The parliamentary right

of
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of taxation," he faid,
" was To cfTential a part of

fovereignty, that Parliament, if it would, cannot

furrender it ; and this right was exprefsly referved

by the proportion. Does it then fufpend the pro-

fitable exercife ofthe right ? So far from it, that

it {hews the firm refolution of Parliament to en-

force the only efTential part of taxation, by COM-

PELLING the Americans to provide what WE, not

they, think juft and reafonable. Thus it appeared

that we were not contending, as fome had affirm-

ed, for trifles, or a vain point of honor; but the

difpute was at length placed upon its proper foun-

dation-^-Revenue or No Revenue ; and in default

of an entire and^unlimited compliance, he con-

cluded with applying to America the famous de-

nunciation, DELENDA EST CARTHAGO." The

Minifter, who trembled at the idea of being left

in a minority, gladly acquiefced in this very fatis-

faclory explanation ; adding, in the genuine fpirit

ofMachiavelian policy, that his motion was found-

ed on the well-known maxim,
" Divide et im-

pera !" that he had never expected the Americans

would embrace this propofal, but that it was in-

tended to difunite the Colonies, and unite the

People of England. The Prerogative Party being

now CONCILIATED, the queftion was put, and

the numbers proved on the divifion 274 to 88.

A fecond bill was now brought in to reftrain the

trade of the Colonies of Eaft and Weft Jerfey,

H a Penn-
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Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South Ca-

rolina, and the counties on the Delawar. The

different parties in Parliament appearing almotf.

cxhauited with the fatigue of incefiant debate^

this mcafure, unexpected and important as it was,

paffcd with no memorable oppofition.

On the 22d of March Mr. Burke moved a feries

of conciliatory propofitions in the Houfe of Com-

mons, which he enforced by a moft able and elo-

quent fpeech, fraught with wifdom and knowledge,

clear, difpaffionate, and convincing; and in all

refpects worthy of a man of the higheft reputa-

tion for genius and ability. He laid,
" that his

plan of conciliation was founded on the fure and

folid bafis ofexperience ^ that neither the chim-eras

of imagination, abftract ideas of right, or mere

general theories of government, ought to be at-

tended to. He confcllcd that he was not acquaint-

ed with Jhe method of drawing up an indictment

againil a whole people ; and he affirmed, that go-

vernment, to be beneficial, cr even practicable,

niuit be adapted to the feelings, habits, and re-

ceived opinions of the people ; that all fchemes of

government which had been or could be propofcd,

without due regard to thefe matters, would be

found ineffectual and dangerous. Defpotifm it-

fclf mufl bend to fituations and circumftances.

He difclaimed therefore all difciuTion refpccting

the queftion of right, and \vifhed it to be conii-

dei-ed
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<?ened folcly as a matter ofpolicy. Without en-

quiring whether they had a right to render their

people miferable, he afl?;ed, whether it was not

their interefl to make them happy ? and inftead

of taking the opinion of a Lawyer on what they

might do, Mr. Burke thought it more confonant

with reafon, humanity, ancj juftice, to confult

what they ought to do in an emergency like the

prefent. The Colonies, as they had hitherto been

governed, were living monuments of the wifdom

of our anceftors. The only method of govern-

ing them with fafety or advantage, was by admit-

ting them to an intereft in our Conftitutjon, and

by recording that admiffion in the Journals ofPar-

liament, to give them as (frong an affurance as

the nature of the thing would allow, that we

mean for ever to adhere to the fyilem originally

eftablimed. The idea of governing by force he

reprobated as grofs in its conception, uncertain in

its effccl:, and ruinous even in its fuccefs. In con-

formity to thefe principles, Parliament muft revert

to the antient conftitutional policy of thefe king-

doms, which eftablimed taxation in America by

grant, and not by impofition ;
which recognized

the legal competency of the Colony Aflemblies,,

for the fupport of the civil government in time of

peace, and for public aids in time of war. In

the courfe of his fpeech Mr. Burke mentioned the

jaltqnifhing facl, that the exports from Great

II 3 Britain
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Britain to North America had increafed from the

beginning of the prefent century, when they

amounted to five hundred and feventy thoufand

pounds, to upwards of fix millions annually."

The purport of the refolutions, which were thir-

teen in number, went to recognize the legal com-

petency of the Colony Aflcmblies for all the va-.

rious purpofes of taxation ;
to acknowledge that

this legal competency has had a juft and benefi-

cial exercife; that experience has fhcwn the be-

nefit of their grants, and the futility of parlia-

mentary taxation as a method of ilipply. Others

of the propositions relalcd to the fettlemcnt of

an independent Judicature, the regulation of the

Courts of Admiralty, and the repeal of the late

coercive Acts of Parliament. The previous queA
tion being moved on the firft propolition, it was

carried in favor of the Miniftry by 270 voices to

78 ; and the remaining ones were with the fame

facility evaded, or negatived without a divifion *,

Another attempt was in a few days made by Mr.

* Thefe propofitions of Mr. Burke may be confidered as

comprifing the mature and deliberate plan of the Rockingham.

party, for the reftoration of the public tranquillity, to which

purpofe they were moft wifely and happily adapted. The

fpeech by which they were enforced ie by far the moft valuable

of Mr. Burke's productions; it can never be too much ftudied

or admired. Of the fpeaker it can only be faicl, Ji fie omnia

Hartley,
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Hartley, a very refpeclable Member of Oppofi-

tion, to effect an accommodation of this fatal

quarrel., by moving
" that letters of requifition

fhould be ilFued, agreeably to antient precedent,

under authority of the Crown, with a view to pro-

cure a permanent and voluntary contribution from

the feveral Colonies towards the general expences

of the Empire:" but this was negatived without a

division.

At fhis period the City of London once more

ventured to breathe her fruitlefs requefts in the

ear of Majefty, by an addrefs, remonftrance, and

petition, which was diftinguimed by the remark-

able circumftance of its being prefented to the

King by Mr. Wilkes, in his official capacity of

Lord Mayor, to which civic dignity he had been

elected at the clofe of the preceding year. In this

remonftrance the citizens of London declared

" their abhorrence of the meafures which had

been purfued, and were then purfuing, to the op-

preffion of their fellow-fubjecls in the Colonies.

Not deceived by the fpecious artifice ofcalling def-

potifm dignity, they faid, they plainly perceived

that the real purpofe was to eftablifh arbitrary power
over all America. Thefe meafures, they affirmed,

were carried into execution by his Majefly's Mini-

iters, by the fame fatal corruption which had en-

abled them to wound the peace and violate the

conftitution ofthis country. Your petitioners there-

H 4 fpre.
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fore, they fay, do moft earncftly entreat your Ma-

jefty to difmifs immediately and for ever from your:

councils thofe Minilters and Advifers, as the firli:

ftep towards a redraft of thofe grievances which

alarm and afflict your whole people." The follow-

ing anfwer was, in a tone of marked and unufual

emotion, delivered from the Throne: "
It is with

the utmoft aftonifhmentthat I find any of my fub-

iects capable of encouraging the rebellious difpo-

lition which unhappily cxifts in fome of my Colo-

nies in North America. Having entire confidence

in my Parliament, the great council of the nation,

I will fteadily purfue thofe meafures which they

have recommended for the fupport of the conftitu-

tional rights of Great Britain, and the protection

of the commercial interefts of my kingdoms."

Towards the clofe of the feffion the Houfe rer

folved itfclf into a Committee, at the motion of the

Minifter, to corifider of the encouragement proper
to be given to the fifheries of Great Britain and

Ireland. Bounties were granted to the fhips from

either kingdom employed in the Newfoundland
or Greenland fifheries ; Ireland was allowed to

export tools and implements for the purpqfes of

the fifheries ; and by two refolutions not connect
ed with the original motion, and intended as an

additional douceur, it was rendered lawful, i. to

export from Ireland clothing for fuch regiments on.

fhe Irifli efiablifhmcnt as were employed abroad;

and
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and by the zd, five (hillings per barrel bounty was

allowed on the importation of flax-feed into that*

kingdom. But thefe trivial conceffions rather ex^

cited the contempt than the gratitude of that long

pppreffcd and long fuffcring nation.

On the 1 5th of May Mr. Burke prcfented to

the Houfe a paper ftyled, A Representation and

Remonftrance from the General Aflernbly of New
York. This province, accounted lefs difaffedled

than any other, and which in conjunction with

North Carolina had hitherto refufed an unrcferved

acquiefcencc in the refolutions of the Congrefs,

had not been included in the late retraining A6ts.

But, at the fuggcftion of the Minifler, this remon-

itrance was rejected by the Houfe, as containing

elaims inconiiftent with the unlimited authority

pf Great Britain : -a fortunate circumftance for

America, as this refufal completed that union

which it was the policy, though in this inftance

counteracted by the pride, of the Court to obftrucl

pr diflblve. A memorial from the fame body
was at the fame time

x

prefented to the Houfe of

Peers, by the E>uke qf Manchester ; but their

Lordfhips would not fufFer it to be read, affirming,

that the title qf the paper rendered it inadmiffiblc \

though jt was obferved by the. Noble Mover, that

the lo\yeft cornmiiiioucd officer in the fervice had

an unquestioned right to prefent a memorial to

the King ; fq that it was not caly to conceive how

the
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the terra in queftion could militate againil their

LortUhips' dignity. At length this extraordinary

feffion was brought to a clofe, and the King was

pleafed to exprefs from the Throne " the moft per-

fect fatisfaclion in the conduct of his Parliament,

and his entire conviction that the moft SALUTARY

EFFECTS muft refult from fuel measures,, formed

and conducted on fucli principles" What thelc

effe&s were, we muft now turn our eyes to the

continent of America in order to afccrtain.

All EUROPE faw with amazement the fpirit of

rafhnefs and folly which at this criiis reigned in

the Councils of Britain, and which prompted her

to treat with fuch unparalleled harfhnefs and di-

dain thole Colonies which, in better and happier

timeSj fhe had cherifhed with fond affection ; and

of which (he might truly and proudly boaft, that

as no nation had ever formed colonial eftablifh-

ments on principles fo liberal, no colonies had

ever, in fo fhort a period, attained to fuch profpe-

rity, or fo amply rewarded the parental cares of

the country from which they fprang. FREDERIC
the Third, King of Pruflia, that great Monarch,

who, combining in his own pcrlbn the characters

of the hero, the philofopher, and the ftatefman,

may be confidered as not inferior to any fovercign
who has ever fwayed the fceptre of any count rv,

has left upon record, in terms very explicit and

remarkable, his fentiments
refpccting the conduel

6 and
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and policy of the Englim Government in relation

to America. "
ENGLAND," lays he,

"
at tfcis pe-

riod, had involved herfelf in a war with her Co-

lonies, undertaken in the fpirit of defpotifm, and

conducted in that of folly. It was BUTE who ftill

governed the King, and directed the Councils of

the kingdom. Like one of thofe malignant fpirits

who are perpetually talked of, and never feen he

enveloped hirnfelf in profound darknefs, whilft, by
means of his fecret ir-iftruments and emifiaries, he

moved the whole political machine at his pleafure.

His fyftem was that of the ancient TORIES, who

maintain the unlimited power of the Crown to be

neceflary to the public welfare. Haughty and

harm in his deportment, little folicitous as to

the feleflion of the means which he employed in

the accomplimment of his purpofes, his obftinacy

could be exceeded only by his indifcretion ; a civil

lift of one million fcarcely fufficed to gratify the

venality of Parliament. The Englifh Nation, DE-

GRADED by its SOVEREIGN, appeared to have no

will leparate from that of the Court. But, as if this

was not enough, the Minifter Bute engaged the

King to attempt an arbitrary taxation of the Ame-

rican Colonies, at once to augment his revenues,

and to eflablim a precedent which might at a fu-

ture time be imitated in Great Britain. The Ame-

ricans, whom the Court had not deigned to cor-

rupt, oppofed themfelves openly to thefe imports,

fo
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fo contrary to their charters, their cuftoms, and to

the liberties which they had enjoyed uninterrupted

fince their firft eftablifhment. A wife Govern-

ment would have haftened to appeafe thefe gro\v>

ing troubles, but the Court of London acled upon
other principles. The rigor and violence of their

proceedings completed the alienation of the Ame-

ricans. A Congrcfs was convened at Philadelphia,

in which it was determined to fhake off the Engr-

liih yoke ; and from this time we fee Great Bri-

tain engaged in a ruinous war with her own Colo-

nies. France, the perpetual rival of England, faw

with pleafure thcfc civil commotions, and fecretly

encouraged the Americans to defend their rights

againft the defpotifin which George III. was dc~

firous to cftablifh, by holding out to them a pro-

fpect of future fuccours t." During the courfe of

the

* "
L,A\-GLETERREetoit engageedans une guerre

civile nvcc

fes Colonies, entrepn'fe par efprit de defpolifme, conduite avec

mal-adrefie. C'eft 1'Ecofibis BUTE qui gouverne le Roi et ie

Royaume. Semblable a ces efprits mal-faifans dont on pavlc

foujours, et qu'on nc vpit jamais il s'enveloppe ainli quc fes ope-
rations des plus profandes tencbres. Ses emiflaires, fes creature*

font les reflbrts avec
lefquels il meut cette machine politique

felon fa volontc. San fyilcme politique eft celui des anciens

TORYS, qui fouticnncnt qne la bonheur de 1'Angleteire de-

mande que le Roi jouiffe d^un pouvoir defpotique. Impcrieux
et dur dans le gouvernemeqt, peu foucieux fur le choix d&s

moyens qu'il emploie, fa mal-adtefTe dans la manieraent des

affaires Tciuporte encore fur fon obftination. Un million de

litres
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ibc preceding winter 1 774-5, no tranfaclions ofmfc

ticient moment to demand a particular recital had

occurred in America. Military preparations conti-

nued to be made with unremittcd ardor, and the

cannon and ftores belonging to Government were

feized by the Provincials in Rhode-Ifland and other

parts ; as, on the contrary, General Gage had made

various 1'eiziires of ammunition, powder, &c. depo-

livres flerlins que la Nation paye annuellement an Roi pour

Tentretien de fa Lifte Civile ne fuftifoit qu'a peine pour contenter

la vcnalite des Membres du Parlement. La Nation, degradec

par fon Souverain meme, n'eut depuis d'autre volonte que la

fienne. Mais, comme fi ce n'etoit pas aflcz, le Lord Bute en-

gagea le Roi a taxer des impots arbitraires les Colonies Ameri-

caineS, autant pour augmenter fes revenus que pour donner un

exemple qui par la fuite des terns put etre iraite dans la Grande

Bretagne. Les Araericains, qu'on n'avoit pas daigne corrompre^

s'cpposerent ouvertement a cet impot fi contraire a leurs droits,

a leurs coutumes, et furtout aux libertes dont ils jouiflbient de-

puis leur etablifiement. Un Gouvernement fage fe feroit hite

d'appaifer ces
'

troubles naiflans ; mais le Miniftere de Londres

agit d'apres d'autres principes. La durete et la violence acheva

de foulever les Americains. 11s tinrent un Congtes a Philadel-

phe, ou, renon<jant au joug Anglois qui deformais leur devenoit

infupportable, ils fe declanJrent libres et independans. Dcs-

lors viola la Grande Bretagne engagee dans une guerre ruineufc

avec fcs propres Colonies. La France, toujours rivale de 1'An-

gleterre, voyoit avec plaiiir les troubles. Elle encourageoit fous

main 1'efprit de revoke, et animoit les Americains a foutenir

ieurs droits centre le defpotifme qne le Roi George III. vou-

loit y etablir, en leur prefentant en perfpe&ive les fecours qu'ils

pouvoient attendre."-*ffiv. de Frederic JII. tome iv.

O fltcd
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fited in the vicinity of Bofton. The Kir.g's Speech,

and the fubfequent proceedings of Parliament^

left no hope of accommodation ; for the relblution

and refcntment of America rofe in proportion to

the arbitrary and oppreffive acls of Britain : and a

lingle fpark only was now wanting to fet the whole

continent in a flame. General Gage, having in-

telligence of a confiderable magazine dcpofited

at the town of Concord, about twenty miles dif-

tant from Bofton, where the Provincial Congrcfs

was alfo held, detached, on the night preceding

the 1 9th of April, 800 grenadiers and light infan-

try, under the command of Colonel Smith, who

proceeded on their march with great iilcnce ; but

by the firing of guns and ringing of bells they at

length perceived themfelves difcovered ; and on

their arrival at Lexington, at five in the morning,,

they found the company of militia belonging to that

place drawn up on the Green ; on which Major

Pitcairn, who led the advanced guard, cried out,
"

Difperfe, Rebels ! throw down your arms, and

difperfe !'* This not being immediately complied

with, he ordered the foldiers to fire ; eight or ten

of the Provincials were killed, and the reft fpecdily

retreated. The King's troops immediately marched

on to Concord, deftroyed fuch ftores as they found,

and fpiked three or four pieces of iron cannon.

On their return, the paflage of a bridge being dif-

puted by a party of Provincials, a Ikirmifh enfued, in

which
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which feveral men were killed on both fides ; and

the whole country being by this time alarmed,

rofe on all quarters, preffing clofe upon their rear ;

and a fcattering and irregular fire was allb directed

againft them from behind trees, houfes, and hedges,

\vhich fupplicd the place of lines and redoubts. It

fortunately happened, that General Gage, appre-

henfive of the danger of the fervice, had early in

the morning ordered Lord Percy, with a fccond

detachment equal in number to the flrft. and two

iicld pieces, to march to Lexington, where they

were joined in a Chert time by Colonel Smith, who

would othcrwile have found great difficulty in

forcing his way back to Bofton, his ammunition

being entirely expended. As foon as the troops

relumed their march, they were again harafled and

aflailed in the fame manner as before ; and with

great fatigue and great damage, they at length

arrived about funfet at Charleftown, whence they

crofled the harbor in boats to Bofton, under the

protection of the Somerlet man of war. la the

different actions of the day, the lofs of the King's

troops was eftimated at near 300 men, in killed,

wounded, and prifoners, while that ofthe Provincials

did not exceed 90. Such was the inaufpicious com-

mencement of this difaftrous war, and fo ill did facls

correfpond with the boaftful language of thofe

BOBADILS who at the head of a few regiments
had threatened to carry terror through the conti-

nent.
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nent. The fword being once drawn, the Arrre-

ricans fcemed determined to throw away the fcab-

bard. In a few days after the engagement a*

Lexington, the Provincial Congrefs of Maflachu-

fetts refolved, that 30,000 men be forthwith raifcd,

of which Generals Ward, Putnam *, Heath, and

Thomas, were appointed to the command : and a

great military force collecting in the vicinity of

Boflon formed the complete blockade of that im-

portant town.

On the loth of May 1775, the General Con-

grefs, regardlefs of the circular letter of Lord Dart-

mouth, forbidding in the King's name the election

ef Delegates, met at Philadelphia; and among their

firft acts were, Refolutions for railing a Continental

Army, and eftablifhing a Paper Currency; alto

a Declaration, That, by the late violation of the.

Charter of Maflachufctts Bay, the compacl between

the Crown and that Colony was diflblved. The
Colonies of New York and North Carolina now

* General Putnam, who had ferved with reputation under

Lord Amherft at the head of the Connecticut troops- during the

laft war, had long fince retired to a remote farm, which he culti-

vated with his own hands : and when the intelligence of his ap-

pointment was notified to him, he was found, like another Cin-

cinnatus, in a leathern frock and apron, occupied amongft his

laborers in fencing in his land. Without a moment's hefitation

he laid down his fpade, and afiumed the General's truncheon-
within eighteen hours repairing to the head-quarters at Lexing-
ton, which was little fhort of an hundred Englifh miles diftant.

declared
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declared their fixed refolution to unite with ths

other Provinces in every effort to- retain their juft

rights and liberties. The conciliatory proportion

of Lord North being taken into confideration, it

was unariimolifly rejected ; and for this rejection

the Congrefs aftigried their reafons at large and

in a very mafterly manner. "
If," fay they in their

public declaration,
" we accede to this prbpofal, we

declare without refervation, we will purchafe trie

favor of Parliament, not knowing at what price

they will pleafe to eftirriate it. We think the at-

tempt unheccflary to raife upori us by force or

threats our proportional contributions for the com-

mon defence; whe'n all know^ and themfelves ac-

knowledge, we have fully contributed whenever

called upon to do fo in the character of freemen.

We are of opinion, it is not juft that the Colonies

fhoiild be required to oblige themfelves to other

contributions, while Great Britain pofleffcs a mo-

nopoly of their trade 1

,
this of itfelf lays them un-

der heavy eohtributioris. To demand therefore

additional aids in the form of a tax, is to demand

the double of their equal proportion. If we are

to contribute, equally with the other parts of that

empire, let us equally with them enjoy free Com-

merce with all the world.'*

At the latter end of May, the Generals Howe,

Burgoyne, and Clinton, arrived at Bofton, with

large reinforcements of troops ; fo that the entire

Vot. II. I force
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force ftationed in that place or its vicinity was now

become very considerable,not lefs than 10,000 men.

A Proclamation was alfo iffued by General Gage,

offering a pardon, in the King's name, to all who

fhould forthwith lay down their arms ; excepting

only from the benefit of this amnefty, Samuel

Adams and John Hancock, who were deftined to

condign punifhment. All thofc who did not ac-

cept of the proffered mercy were declared rebels

and traitors, and martial law eftabliilied till the Co-

lony was reftored to the King's peace. No oiher

notice was taken by the Congrefs, of this Procla-

mation, than to choofe Mr. Hancock President

of that Affembly. At the fame time GEORGE

WASHINGTON-, Efq. was unanimoufly chofen Ge-

neral and Commander in Chief of the Conti-

nental Army. This gentleman had diftinguifhed

himfelf early in life by his gallant exertions in the .

late war, particularly on the memorable day of

the defeat of General Braddock ; when, at the

head of the Provincial militia, he covered the

retreat of the regular forces, and prevented the

total ruin of the Royal army. Since the termi-

nation of tke war, he had refided upon his

eftate at Mount Vernon, on the banks of the Po-

towmac, a beautiful and romantic fpot lituated

in the interior parts of Virginia, folely occupied
in the arts of agricultural improvement and culti-

vation. His character for underflanding, probity,

and
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and patriot 5fm, flood in the higheft degree ofeflima-

tion. His perfonal accomplifhments correfponded

with thole of his mind ; and his countenance and

figure were fingularly noble and engaging. No
choice ever met with more general and zealous

approbation, nor ever reflected in the event more

honor on the judgment and fagacity of thofe by
whom it was made. The new General figni-

fied his acceptance of this high and arduous

appointment in a very handfome fpeech, in which

he modeftly declared his incompetency to the

command, which he ftyled
" a field too bound-

lefs for his abilities, and far, very far beyond his

experience : but in obedience to the call of his

country, he would, without hcfitation, enter upon
this momentous duty, and exert every power he

pofTciTed, in fupport of fo glorious a caufe ; at the

fame time informing the AfTembly, that he would

receive no pecuniary emoluments in compenfation

of his fervices."- Horatio Gates, Efq. was ap-

pointed by the Congrefs Adjutant-General ; and

Artemas Ward and Charles Lee, Efqrs. firfl and

fecond Major-Generals. The lafl of thefe officers

was a man of extraordinary and eccentric genius,

who had ferved with great reputation in Portugal

and elfewhcre during the- laft war. Paffionately

attached to the principles of Democratic Liberty,

rather from a proud difdain of fuperiority than'

from the pure and genuine ardor of benevolence,,

la on
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on the profpect of a war with the Colonies, he

had rcfigned his commiffion in the Britifh army,

and immediately offered his fervices to Con-

grefs, by whom they were gladly accepted ; and

on his military talents, {kill, and experience, they

juftly placed very great dependence.

The Englifh Generals, weary of their confined

fituation, and feeling no doubt the difgrace of

being with Ib great a force blockaded by an enemy

they had affected to defpife, had formed a plan

to poflefs themfelvesof the heights of Dorchcfter,

fouthward of the town : but on the morning of

the 1 6th of June 1775, they were greatly fur-

prifed at the appearance of a redoubt breaft-work

and entrenchment thrown up in the night on an

eminence called Bunker's Hill, to the north of

Bofton, on a peninfula divided by a narrow chan-

nel from that on which the town of Bofton itfelf

is fituated. A relblution was immediately taken

to attack this poft, from which they were liable to

be fo much annoyed ; and a detachment of 3000
chofen troops was immediately ordered on the fer-

vice, under the command of General Howe. The

troops afcended the hill with great refolution,

but with flow and deliberate Hep. The Americans,
under the direction of the old veteran Putnam,

referving themfelves till the Britifh forces were

within ten or twelve rods, then poured in an un-

expected and furious fire, which fuddenly arrefted

their
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(heir progrcfs, and threw them into great diforder.

Being rallied by the exertions of their officers, they

again advanced, till a fecond difcharge again threw

them into a fimilar confufion. The Generals

Howe and Clinton, now placing themfelves at the

head of the troops, and for a time almoft unfup-

ported, led them on to a third attack ; and the re-

doubt being now aflailed on both fides, and en-

filaded by the cannon from the (hips and batteries,

the Provincials were compelled to abandon their

works, retreating acrofs the ifthmus to Cambridge
with inconliderable lofs. But on the part of the

^ritifli, not lefs than 1 100 were killed or wound-

ed, and amongft them 89 officers, who were par-

ticularly aimed at by the American riflemen.

This was one ofthe warmeft and moft bloody con-

flicts ever known for the time it lafted, and the

number of men engaged : and it was remarked

that at the battle of Minden, where the Britifh

infantry faftained the fire of the whole French

army, the officers fuffcred much lefs, and of pri-

vates the lofs was fcarcely greater. In the heat

of the action, Charles-town, a fort of fuburb to

Bofton, fituated on the oppofite peninfula, and

containing feveral hundred houfes, was fet on fire

by the Britifh forces, and entirely confumed.

In the beginning of July, General Washington
arrived at the head-quarters near Bofton : he was

Deceived with all civic and military honors, and

I 3 an



ii K. GEORGE III.

an Addrefs of Congratulation was prefcnted to him

by the Aflembly of Maflachufetts ; in return for

which he declared, that his higheft ambition was

to be the happy inftrument ofvindicating the com-

mon rights of America, and of reftoring that de-

voted province to peace, liberty, and fafety. The

town of Boflon, together with the poft now occu-

pied by the Englifh at Bunker's Hill, continued

to be clofely invefted ; and though the American

army was at this time extremely deficient in pow-

der, ammunition, and military {tores of every

Jdnd, happily no attempt was made by the Eng-
lim Generals to moleft them. The General Con-

grefs had, m the beginning of June, come to an

important refolution, that the Colonies of Ame-

rica would not only continue to grant extraordi-

nary aids in time of war, but alfo, if allowed a

free commerce, pay into the Sinking Fund fuch a

fum annually for an hundred years, as fhould be

more than fufficient in that time, if faithfully ap^

plied, to extingtiim ALL the prelent debts of Bri-r

tain. But the intelligence at this period arriving

of the prohibitory and other MAD ACTS of the Bri-

tifh Parliament, it was not fuffered to be entered

upon the Minutes. Georgia having now accedccj

to the Confederacy, which from this time afTumed

the appellation of the Thirteen United Colonies 5

they hTued, in July, a Declaration, fetting forth

the caufes and
neceffity of their taking up arms,

WE
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<s WE arc reduced," fay they,
" to the alternative

of unconditional fubmiffion or refiftance by force ;

the latter is our choice. We have counted the

.coft of this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful

as voluntary flavery. Honor, juflice, and huma-

nity forbid us tamely to furrcnder that freedom

which we received from our anccftors, and which

our pofterity have a right to receive from us. We
cannot endure the infamy aad guilt ofrefigning

fucceeding generations to that wretchednefs which

inevitably awaits them, if we bafely entail heredi-

tary bondage upon them," This Declaration was

read at the head of every regiment, and received

with great applaufe and acclamation. At the

fame time, and as the laft effort for effecting an

accommodation, the Congrefs refolved upon a

fecond petition to the KING, which, though lefs

eloquent than the firft, was exprefTed in terms the

moft guarded, temperate, and rcfpeclful : and fo

flattering were the hopes conceived of its happy
effects by thofc who fighed for the return of peace,

that it received, by a fort of general aflent, the ap^

pellation of the " Olive Branch." This Petition

was tranfmittcd to England through the highly re-

fpectable medium of Mr. Pcnn, Proprietary Go-

vernor of the Province of Pcnnfylvania, and a

lineal defcendant of that famous and beneficent

Lcgifiator, in whofe eilimation the fword and the

fceptre
were equally fuperrluous, and in com-

I 4 parifon
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parifon with whom Solon and Lycurgus hide they*

diminifhed heads. "
Attached," fay the Petitioners,

" to your Majefty's perfon, family, and govern-

ment, with all the devotion that principle and

affection can infpire ; connected with Great Bri-

tain by the ftrongeft ties that can unite focieties ;

and deploring every event that tends in any degree

to weaken them ;
we loleinnly aflure your Majefty,

that we not only moft ardently defirethat the former

harmony between her and thefe Colonies may be

reftored, but that a concord may be eftablifhed

between them upon fo firm abafis, as to perpetuate

its bleffings, uninterrupted by any future clifTen-

lions, to fucceeding generations in both coun-

tries^ to tranfmit your Majefty's name to poflerity,

adorned with that fignal and lafting glory that has

attended the memory of thofe illuflrious perfonages,

whofe virtues and abilities have extricated States

from dangerous convulfions, and, by fecuring bap-

pinefs toothers, have ereded the moft noble and,

durable monuments to their own fame. We beg
leave further to aflure your Majefty, that notwith-

ftandingthe fufferings of your loyal Colonifts dur-

ing the courfe of the prefent controvcr^, our

breafts retain too tender a regard for the kingdom
from which we derive our origin, to requcft fuch

a reconciliation as might in any manner be incon-

fiftent with her dignity or her welfare
; and, the

^pprehenfions that now opprefs our hearts with

unfoea^-
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tmfpeakable grief being removed, your Majefty

will find your faithful fubjects on this Conti-

nent ready and willing at all times, as they have

ever been, with their lives and fortunes, to afTert and

maintain the rights and intcrefts of your Majefty

and of our IVfother Country. We therefore be-

leech your Majefty, that your Royal authority and

influence may be gracioufly interposed to procure

us relief; with all humility fubmitting to your

JMajefty, whether it may .not be expedient that

your Majefty be pleafed to DIRECT fome MODE by

which tfye united applications of your faithful Co-

lonifts to the Throne may be improved into a

happy and permanent reconciliation." To this Pe-

fition, which Mr. Penn delivered into the hands of

the Earl of Dartmouth on the ift of September,

he was, after a fliort interval, informed that " NO

ANSWER WOULD B GIVEN 1"

Sanguine hopps had been entertained by the

Englifh Court, that the inhabitants of Canada

might be induced to take an aclive part in this

war againfl America : and twenty thoufand ftand

ofarms were actually fent to Quebec, for the ufe of

the Canadians. But a very general difcontent per-

vaded the minds of the people on account of the

late bill
; and the militia of the province, on being

applied to by the Governor, General Carleton, ab-

folutely refufed to pafs the limits of it declaring,

Jhat this was a quarrel which did not concern

them,
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them, and in which they were determined to take

no part.
The difpofition of the Canadians being

thus ascertained, a project was formed for the in-

vafion of that province, which, as no danger was

apprehended, was protected by a very inconfider-

able force. General Montgomery, with an army

riot exceeding 3000 men, being appointed to con-

ducjthis expedition, immediately proceeded to St.

John's, fituated on the banks of Lake Champlain,

before which he encamped on the i yth of Septem-

ber 1775. After a very gallant defence, that im-

portant fortrefs was furrcndered on the 2d of No-

vember; Chamblee being alfo in the mean time

captured by a feparate detachment. General

Montgomery now preffed on to Montreal, which

being deemed incapable ofreilftance, General Carle-

ton quitted it with precipitation one day, and the

American General entered it in triumph the next.

Nearly at the time that thefe tranfaclions took

place, Ticonderoga and Crown Point were fur-

prifed by an irregular band, haftily collected, of

Green-Mounta'm-men, and other inland fettlcrs, un-

der the command of a bold partifan, ftyled by his

followers Colonel Allen: and on the other fide

Colonel Arnold, an officer of diftinguifhed courage
and activity

in the fervice of the Congrefs, after

fuffering incredible hardfhips in traverfing a rude

a,nd pathlefs wildernefs during a march of thirty-

one days, afccnding by the Kennebeck, and de-

fcending
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fcending by the Chaundiere, at length reached

Point Levi, on the fouthern bank of the St. Lau-

rence, where he cxpecled the arrival of Montgo-

mery. General Carleton was now reduced to a

very critical fituation. Immediately on the eva-

cuation of Montreal, he was conveyed in a boat

with muffled paddles down the river to Quebec

a precaution very necefiary, as the Americans had

by furprifing exertions made themfelves mailers

of the navigation of the St. Laurence. The Go-

vernor now made every poffible preparation for

a vigorous defence. On the lit December, Ge-

neral Montgomery joined Colonel Arnold before

Quebec, the garrifon of which compiled, including

provincials and marines, of about one thoufand

iix hundred men. Notwithflanding the extreme

feverity of the feafon in this inclement climate,

General Montgomery immediately began creeling

his batteries, which, by a perfcci novelty in mili-

tary fcience, being compofed of fnow and water,

foon became folid ice. But finding his artillery

make little irnprcffion, he determined on a gener I

juTault ; this was attempted in two different quar-

ters of the town, the fevcral" divifions being com-

manded by Colonel Arnold and the General in

perfon. In the firft onfet General Montgomery,

leading on his men with undaunted refolution,

\vas killed by a discharge of grape ihot ;
and his

troops falling into immediate difbrder, were re-

pulfed
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pulfed with much Slaughter. On the other lidfl

Colonel Arnold, by great exertions of courage,

forced the firft barrier; but before he could attempt

the fecond, the whole ftrength of the garrifon, in

confequence of the catailrophe in the oppofite

quarter, was collected againft him. Colonel Ar-

nold himfelf received a dangerous wound in the

leg by a mufquet ball, and was compelled to re-

tire to the camp. The Americans of this divifion,

being now attacked both in front and rear, were,

after a brave refiftance, at length obliged to lay

down their arms, and furrender themfelves pri-

foners of war. This was a very complete victory

on the part of the Governor, whofe Ikill and cou-

rage on this occafion merited every eulogium.

Neverthelefs, to fortune was he in a great degree

indebted for his fuccefs, the fall of the American

commander being abfolutely decifive of the event.

The character of General Montgomery, judging
from the uniform tenor of his conduct throughout
this memorable expedition, and from the united

tcftimony of all America in his favor, could not

eafily be eftimated too highly. To the courage
of the foldier he joined the military Ikill of the

general, and the virtues of the man. He is faid

to have poflefTed a mind highly cultivated, and a

perfon and addrefs eafy, graceful, and manly. He
was of the number of thofe favored and exalted

few,
" whom both MI^ERVAS call their own."

When
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When his body was taken up, his features were

not in the leafl diftorted, but his countenance ap-

peared regular, placid, and ferene. He was in-

terred with all military and funereal honors by the

Governor, who had the magnanimity to efteem

and acknowledge fuperior exellence even in an

enemy. What appears moft aftonifhing is, that

Colonel Arnold, with the Mattered remains of his

troop?, now far inferior in number to the garrifon,

was yet able to continue the blockade of the city,

and to reduce it to great diflrefs for the want of

provilions.

It is neceflary to caft a tranfient view at the

Hate of affairs at this period in the principal pro-

vinces of the Continent. Lord Dunmore, Go-

vernor of Virginia, had adopted the refolution, in

confequence of the difputes long fulfilling be-

tween him and the people, and which rofe by de-

grees to tho greateft violence, to take refuge on

board the Fowey man of war, in the month of

June ;
to which he flrangely attempted to transfer

the fittings of the Aftembly a requifition with

which the Legiflative Body abfolutely refufed com-

pliance. His Lordfhip being divefted of his au-

thority, carried on a fort of predatory war againft

the Province, proclaimed martial law, and imm&-

diate emancipation to all negroes and indented

fervants able and willing to bear arms in his Ma-

jefty's fervice a meafure which caufed the greateft

irritation
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irritation and refentment, without being produc-

tive of any adequate advantage. At length an

event took place, which completed the alienation

of the Virginians from the Englifh Government,

A demand was made by the {hipping in the Bay
of Chefapeak, to the inhabitants of the town of

Norfolk, for provifions and other fupplies for his

Majefiy's fervice; which being peremptorily re-

fufed, a heavy cannonade was commenced againit

the town, the richeft and moft flourishing in the

province, and in a few hours it was reduced to

afhes the lofs being eftimatcd at three hundred

thoufand pounds. In the adjacent country of

Maryland the wifdom and moderation of Go-

vernor Eden prevented thefe fatal extremities ;

and, when the Britifh Government Avas at length

entirely fuperfeded, he retired from the province,

carrying with him the eftccm and admiration of

every party, and almoft of every individual. In

the Carolinas, lord William Campbell and Go-
vernor Martin, adopting the policy of Lord Dun-

more, were alfo compelled to withdraw for fafety
oil board the King's fhips lying off the coafl. In

Pennfylvania, a military afibciation was eftabliflied

throughout the province; and a firnilar fpirit in-

dicating itfelf in different modes, pervaded the

whole chain of Colonies from the frozen deferts

of Nova Scotia to the burning fands of Florida.

In the
MaflachufettsBay, the town ofFalmouth,

5 from
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from fimilar caufes of offence with that of Norfolk,
'

was fet on fire, and deflroyed by a tremendous

cannonade, in the courfe of which above three

thoufand (hot, betides bombs and carcafles, were

thrown into the place. Thegarrifon ofBofton was

maintained at an incredible expence by fupplies

from England, a great proportion of which was in-

tercepted by the American cruizers; and the town

continued clofely blockaded during the whole win-

ter. Towards the end of February 1776, it was

determined by General Wamington to take pof-

feffion of the heights of Dorchefter, fittiated in a

peninfula ftrctching into the bay to the fouth of

Boilon. All the previous preparations being made,

a party of two thoufand men, on the evening of

the 4th of March, pafled in profound filence the

neck or ifthmus, followed by three hundred car-

riages with entrenching tools. It being bright

moonlight, they continued working till day-break,

when two redoubts were completed, as if by the

power of enchantment, to the inexpreffible afto-

nimment of General Howe, who was informed by
the Admiral that he could not, while the enemy

poffeifed thofe heights, be refponfible for the fafety

of his Majefty's fhips in the harbor. A refolution

was immediately taken by the General, now chief

in command by the departure of General Gage,

to diflodge them : but a prodigious ftorm of wind,

fucceeded by a deluge of rain, effectually prevented
the
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the meditated attack ; and the works, having bceri

neverthelefs carried on in the mean time with un-

remitted diligence by the Americans, were now

judged too flrong to be carried by a coup-de-mairi,

and it was determined to evacuate the town. Ano-

ther work being thrown up, which frbm its prox-

imity-had the entire command of Bofton-neck, this

determination was mod precipitately carried into

execution early in the morning of the I7th of

JMarch 1776; when the whole of the troops, td-

gether with fuch of the inhabitants as were at-

tached to the Royal caufe, put to fea on board the

tranfports lying in the harbor, though very infuf-

ficient in number for the purpofe ; arid after a

tempeftuous and dangerous voyage they at length

landed fafely at Halifax. On the fucceeding day
General Wafhington entered the town in triumph,

and found there a great quantity of ftores and pro-

vilions which the Englifh commander had neither

time to remove or to denroy. Compliments of con-

gratulation were paid to the American General on

this occafion by the Convention of Maflachufetts.

Some time previous to this event, the Onc'idas*

and other Indian nations, had fent a deputation to

that Aflembly, of their chiefs and warriors, who,
in the fimple ftyle of Indian eloquence, difclofed

the purport of their commiffion in the following
terms: " BROTHERS ! we have heard of the un-

happy differences and great contention between

V you-
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you and OLD ENGLAND. We wonder greatly,

and are troubled in our minds. Brothers, poflefs

your minds in peace refpedling us Indians. WE
cannot intermeddle in this difpute between two

brothers. The quarrel feems to us unnatural.

You are two brothers of one blood
;
we bear an

equal affection to both. Should the GREAT KING

apply to us for aid, we fhall deny him ; if the Co-

lonies apply, we fhall refufe. We Indians cannot

find or recollect in the traditions of our anceftors

a cafe fimilar to this. Brothers, were it an alien

that had ftruck you, we fhould look into the mat-

ter. We hope, through the wife government and

good pleafure of GOD, your diftrefles may be foon

removed, and the dark clouds be difperfed. Bro-

thers, as we have declared for peace, we defire

you will not apply to our Indian brethren for af-

filtance. Let us Indians be all of one mind, and

you white people fettle your difputes betwixt your-

felves." Happy would it 'have been, had the In-

dian nations uniformly adhered to this wife po-

licy, of which the Aflembly to whom this difcourfe

was addrefTed declared their high and entire ap-

probation ! But many of the favage tribes bor-

dering on the great lakes and rivers were prevailed

upon, by the felicitations and lavifh prefents of

the Britifh agents, to take up the hatchet in behalf

of the GREAT KING. Colonel Johnfon, fon of

the famous Sir William Johnfon, was molt fuccefs-

VOL. II. K fui
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ful in thefe direful negotiations : and a great war-

feaft was made by him on the occafion, in which,

according to the horrid phrafeology of thefe bar-

barians, they . were invited " to banquet upon a

Boftonian, and to drink his blood."

The Parliament of Great Britain, after a fhort

recefs, met at Weftminfter, Oclober 26, 1775 ;

and the feffion was opened by an unufaally long

and elaborate Oration from the Throne, containing

charges againft the Colonies the moft wild and

extravagant accufing them of a defperate confpi-

racy, and of harboring a premeditated defign- to

effect a total revolt ; whilft, taking advantage of

the moderation andforbearance of Parliament, they

hoped to amufe by vague expreffions of attach-

ment to the Parent State, and of loyalty to the So-

vereign.
" This rebellious war, it is affirmed, is

manifeftly carried on for the purpofe of eftablifhing

an independent empire ; and it is now become the

part of wifdom, and in its effects of clemency, to

put a fpeedy end to thefe diforders by the moft de-

cilive exertions for which purpofe his Majefty
had greatly increafed his military and naval efta-

blifhments, and he had alfo received the moft

friendly offers of foreign affiftance. When the

unhappy and DELUDED MULTITUDE, againft

whom this great force will be directed, fhall be-

come fenfible of their error, he declared hirnfelf

ready to receive the milled with tendernefs and

mercy ;
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mercy ; for which purpofe he had given authority

to certain perfons upon the fpot, to grant gene-
ral or particular pardons and indemnities, and to

receive the fubmiffion of any Province or Colony
which fhould be difpofed to return to its allegi-

ance." Upon the whole, this fpeech breathed a

moft inveterate and determined fpirit of animofity

againft the Colonies ; and nothing lefs than abfo-

lute, unreferved, and unconditional fubmiffion was

held out as the price by which peace was to be

purchafed.

During the fummer recefs of Parliament, the

Duke of Grafton, Lord Privy Seal, who had long

viewed with extreme folicitude and concern the

violent meafures adopted by the majority of the

Minifters, but who had been induced in a certain

degree to concur with and countenance thefe pro-

ceedings by the moft pofitive afTurances of a fpeedy

and peaceable termination of the controverfy, now

perceiving a bloody and unnatural war in full

profpecl, determined no longer to take any fhare

of the refponfibility attached to his exalted ilation.

But thinking it proper, previous to his refignation,

to make one more effort to procure a change of

fyftem, his Grace wrote, in the month of Auguft,

a letter to Lord North, expreffing
" his loyal and

grateful attachment to his Majefty, and his zealous

defire to fee the Governmen.t flourifh under the

adminiftration of the Noble Lord to whom it was

K a nc\v
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now entrufled ;" at the fame time ftating his owrt

clear and decided opinion, the refult of much fe-

rious reflection, that fome effectual means ought

to be adopted for the purpofe of terminating our

prefent unfortunate differences with America. His

Grace remarked,
" That the inclinations of the ma-

jority of pcrfons of refpectabiiity and property in

England differed in little elfe than words from the

declarations of the Congrefs That ifDeputies from

the United Colonies CANNOT be acknowledged by
the King, other expedients might be deviled, by
which the wifhcs and expectations of his Majefty's

American fubjecls might be ftated and properly

considered That a want of intercourfe had hi-

therto been, and muft ftill remain, an infuperablc

bar to accommodation. His Grace obferved, that

the idea of a powerful party in America ready to

avow their loyalty under the protection of a mili-

tary force was now vanifhed. It is evident that,

as the means of offence are increafed, America

lias alfo in the fame proportion increafed her means

'of defence ; that the event of fuch a ftruggle mult

be hopelefs, difgraceful, and ruinous : and his

Grace concluded his letter, written at this critical

and perilous juncture, by fuggefting one mode at

leaft by which intercourfe and negotiation might
commence, under a generous offer of a truce to the

revplted Colonies, fan&ioned by the addrefs ofboth

Houfes to the King, on various motives of policy,

affection,
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affection, and humanity." To this letter the Duke

received a polite and refpectful, though very un-

fatisfactory anfwer from Lord North, upon the

whole purporting that meafures of coercion were

unalterably determined upon.

On the receipt of the Congrefs petition, delivered

to Lord Dartmouth by Mr. Penn, his Grace again

renewed his folicitations with the Miniflers for the

adoption of a pacific fyftem, but with no better ef-

fect. The Duke then, as the laft refource, requeft-

cd an audience of the KING, in which he ftated to

his Majefty, without refervc, his reafons why he

could no longer take any part in the adminiftration,

of affairs. The King liftened with attention, and

condefcendingly endeavored to demonftrate to his

Grace, by calm and difpaffionate reafoning, the

juftice, the policy, and neceffity of this war, and

the abfolute certainty of ultimate fuccefs ; and

finding that he was unable to effect the conviction

he wifhed, he flatteringly exprefTed his regret at

parting with fo experienced and faithful a fervant.

On the ufual motion in the Houfe of Lords for

an addrefs in anfwer to the fpeech from the Throne,

Lord Rockingham in the rnoft pointed terms con-

demned the meafures recommended in it, as bear-

ing the moft portentous afpect to the Britifh em-

pire, and fraught with the moft ruinous confe-

quences. The charge againlt the colonies of aim-

ing at independence his Lordfhip feverely repre-

K 3 hended,
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bended, as totally unfounded :
" but what," faid

bis Lordfhip,
"

they never originally intended, we

may certainly drive them to they will undoubt-

edly prefer independence to flavery." The charge

of making inliclious profeffions of duty was equally

reprobated. On the contrary, it was qbferved by

his Lqrdfhip, that they had from the beginning

declared, in terms the moft explicit, that they never

would fubmit to be arbitrarily taxed by any body
of men whatever. They did not WHISPER their

complaints, but fairly told the world what they

would do if urged to extremity. What, his Lord-

fhip aiked, was that lenity of Parliament fo much

boafted of in the fpeech ? Was it to be difcovered

in the Bofton Port Bill ? in the Fifhery Bill ? in

the Maflachufetts Charter Bill ? or in the indent

nity and encouragement held out to
military li-

cenfe in the Bill which profeffes as its object the

impartial adminiftration ofjuftice ? Minifters, faid

his Lordfliip, have been warned feffion after feffion

of the danger in which they were involving them-

felves and the country ; but the fources of infor-

mation which Minifters relied upon were the falfe,

partial, illiberal reprefen tat ions of fclfiih, artful,

and defigning men, who had held public offices

in America, and who by this means were glad to

gratify at once their intereft, their prejudices, and
their revenge. His Lordfhip concluded an ex-

cellent fpeech by moving an amendment to the

addrei^
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addrefe "
That, deeply imprefled with the melan-

choly ftute of public concerns, they would on ma-

ture deliberation endeavor to apply the moft ef-

fectual means of reftoring order to the diftracted

affairs of the Britim empire, &c."

The Duke of Graflon now rofe to fupport the

amendment, and in a particular manner attracted

the attention of the Houfe and of the Public, by an

open and ingenuous acknowledgment that he h^d

by mifinformation and mifreprefentation been in-

duced to give countenance to a plan the moft ab-

horrent from his mind and opinion being repeat-

edly allured that the mere appearance of coercion

would fuffice to eftablifli a perfect reconciliation.

His Grace declared, that he could no longer hefitate

as to the part he ought to take, being now fully

convinced, that nothing lefs than a total repeal of

the American laws patted fince the year 1763

could reflore peace and happinefs, or prevent thofe

fatal confequences which he could not even think

.of without grief and horror. Such, he faid, was

the ftrength of his conviction, that no perfonal

confideration whatever could induce him to refrain

from giving his moft determined oppofition to the

rneafures actually purfued, and to thofe which he

underftood were yet in contemplation. After a

long and vehement debate, the amendment of Lord

Rockingham was rejected by 69 voices to 29, and

the original motion, on a fecond divifion, carriexl

K 4 by
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by 76 voices to 33. But the Lords in the minority

entered upon the Journals a moil fpirited and vi-

gorous proteft again ft it.
" We have beheld with

forrow and indignation," fay their Lordfhips,
" free-

men driven to refiftance by acts of oppreffion and

violence. We cannot confcntto an addrefs which

may deceive his Majefty and the Public into a

beliefof the confidence of this Houie in the prefent

Miniftry, who have difgraccd Parliament, deceived

the Nation, loft the Colonies, and involved us in

a civil war againft our cleareft intcreits, and upon
the moft unjuftifiable grounds, wantonly fpilling the

blood of thoufands of our fellow fubjecls."

On the refignation of the Duke of Grafton, Lord

Dartmouth, whofe mild temper was ill calculated

to enforce the prefent bloody and coercive mca-

fures, was advanced to the dignity of Lord Privy
Seal ; and Lord George Germaine, fo famous, or

rather infamous, under his former appellation of

Lord George Sackville, who, after a long courfe of

cppofition, had uniformly voted with the Court on

the queftions relative to America, was appointed to

the vacant poft of Secretary of State for the Colo-

nies. The moft odious of talks was now therefore

properly affigped to the rnoft odious of inftruments.

Lord Rochford alfo at this time chooling to retire

from public bufinefs, the Earl of Wcymouth was
reinftated in the office of Secretary for the South-
ern Department, refigncd by his Lordfhip in the

4 year
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year 1771. The debate on the addrefs in the

Houfc of Commons was chiefly diftinguifhed from

that ofthe Lords by the high offence which feemed

to be taken by many ofthe Country Gentlemen, and

fome other Members who ufually voted with the

Adminiftration, at that claufe in the fpeech from

the Throne in which his Majefly mentioned the

introduction of a body of his electoral forces into

the garrifons of Port Mahon and Gibraltar ; and

the correfponding claufe in the addrefs, thanking
his Majefly for the fame. This was, not without

reafon, reprefented as a meafure in the higheft

degree unconflitutional and dangerous ; and, the

Minifter not feeming very willing to give any fa-

tisfacltion on this head, many gentlemen left the

Houfe without voting. On the report, the oppofi-

tion was renewed with frefh vigor ; and a motion

being now formally made by one of the Country

Members for inferting in lieu of the obnoxious

claufe, the words,
" And we will immediately take

into our confederation the meafure of introducing

foreign troops into any part of the dominions of

Great Britain without the previous confent of Par-

liament ;" the Minifter began to fee the necef-

fity of making fome conceffion ; and, quitting the

high but unfure ground of authority, he now de-

clared,
" that though he believed the meafure to

be right, as other gentlemen for whom he had the

Jiigheft deference feemed to be of another opinion,

he
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he bad no objection that the matter fhould be

brought in a regular and parliamentary manner

before the Houfe, that its advifcrs might, if the ne-

ceffity of the cafe required it, receive the benefit

of an a<t of indemnity." This acknowledgment

brought back the deferters to the Minifterial ftan-

dard, and the addrefs finally patted by a great ma-

jority.
In the fequel, a bill of indemnity was ac^

tually brought into the Houfe of Commons, and

patted with general approbation ; but after great

debate it was, little to the fatisfaction of the public,

rejected by the Lords.

On the loth of November 1775, the Duke of

Richmond moved for the examination of Mr. Penn

at the bar of the Houfe of Lords, to which the Peers

in Adminiftration gave a very reluctant attent. In

the courfe of this remarkable examination, it ap-

peared that no queftions had been alked of Mr,

Penn, or any enquiry made by Minifters fince his

arrival in England, although he had beep Gover-

nor of the Colony in which the Congrefs held

their fettion, and was held in univerfal efteem as

a man of great candor, ability, and information.

He declared his firm belief,
" that the Congrefs had

hitherto entertained no defigns of independency ;

that the Members of that Attembly were men of

character, fairly elected, and fully competent to

declare the fenlc of their Conflituents ; that the

different Provinces would certainly be governed

to
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by their decifions ; that the war was levied and car-

ried on by the Colonifts, merely in defence of

what they conceived to be their undoubted rights

and liberties ; that the
fpirit

of refinance was gene-

ral, and that they believed themfelves able to de-

fend their liberties againft the arms of Great Bri-

tain ; that the Colonies had been greatly diflatisfied

with the reception of their former petitions, but

had formed great hopes on the fuccefs of that

brought over by him, which was ftyled by them
6 The Olive Braqch/ and that he bad been

congratulated by his friends upon his being the

bearer of it : that it was greatly to be feared, that,

if conciliatory meafures were not fpeedily purfued,

they would form connections with foreign powers,

and that fuch cpnneclions, once made, jt would

be found very difficult to diflblve. He affirmed,

that the prevailing wifh of America was reftora-

tion of friendfhip with England ; but that the moft

intelligent men on the continent were of opinion,

that a rejection of the prefent petition would

prove an iqfuperable bar to reconcilement. He

faid, that the Americans were well fatisfied with

the repeal of the Stamp Acl, notwithstanding the

declaratory law which accompanied it ; and if no

innqvations had been afterwards made, they would

Jiave remained content : that they would allow the

imperial authority of Great Britain, but not its

fight oftaxation." The examination being finifhed,

the
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the Duke of Richmond moved,
" That the Pe-

tition from the Continental Congrefs to the

King was ground for a conciliation of the un-

happy differences fubfifting between Great Britain

and America." After a violent debate, the motion

was negatived by 86 to 33 voices.

The Minifter having moved in the Houfe of

Commons, that the land tax for the year 1776 be

four {hillings in the pound, the Country Gentle-

men were congratulated by the Members in Op-

pofition on this additional taxation, as the firft

fruits of their darling fcheme for the coercion of

America ; and it was predicted, that below the pre^

fent level the land-tax would NEVER AGAIN BE

REDUCED. The Country Members, irritated

equally by the increafe of the tax and the bitter

farcafms by which it was accompanied, and dif-

pleafed allo with the language now held by Lord

North,
" that the conteft was not for taxation but

for fovereignty," declared through the medium of

their leaders, that they had fupported Government

in its plans of coercion, in the firm perfuafion

that their burthens would be eventually dhninifhcd

by a great revenue to be drawn from America; but

. if the idea of a revenue were abandoned, they could

not think of expending any more money in a

conteil attended with fo many evils, and wholly un-

productive of benefit ; and they would therefore

oppofe the Noble Lord's motion for the increafe of
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the land-tax. The Minifter, who was a great adept

in the art of accommodation, and perfectly Ikilled

in the fcience ofGovernment within the 'walls ofthat

ffoztfe, inftantly perceived the neceffity, as at other

times, and on- other favorite points, of conciliating

this occasionally obftinate and refractory clafs of

Members. He now therefore allured them,
" that

the idea of taxation, and of levying a produc-

tive revenue from America, was never aban-

doned; and that, when any thing of that fort was

affirmed, nothing more was meant than that it was

dropped for the prcfcnt; taxation being a mat-

ter of fecondary confidcration only, when the

fupremacy of the country was at ftake. He even

declared, that no means exifted by which the

legiflative authority and commercial control of

this country over the Colonies could be infured,

but by combining them with taxation." This

explanation giving much fatisfaction, the motion

was carried by a great majority; and thus were

thefe credulous and honeft gentlemen, the loyal

and zealous DE COVERLETS of the Houfe, led to

believe, that a war carried on at fo enormous and

uncalculable an expence, was a war founded on

the (Economical principle of reducing taxes and

diminifhing burdens ; though it is remarkable,

that the moft fanguine ideas ofMr. Grenville him-

felf never extended to the expectation of extort-

ing a revenue from America equal in amount to the

interefl
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intereft of the loan already wanting, and which

it would be annually neceflary, under increafing

difficulties and difadvantages, to raife, in order to

eftablifh a claim which was now declared to be

the object of the conteft.

In the courfe of this month (Nov. 17^5) a

feries of motions made in the Upper Houfe by the

Duke of Grafton, for eftimates to be laid before

the Houfe refpecting the ftate of the army in

America, and the addition of force neceflary for

the fervice of the enfuing campaign, were nega-

tived without a divifion. Parliament was left to

wander in darknefs and uncertainty, on pretence

of the danger of giving any information that might

reach the enemy. On the day fucceeding this

rejection, Mr. Burke moved for leave to bring in

a bill
"

for quieting the prefent troubles in Ame-

rica," which was profeiTedly founded on the fa-

mous ftatute patted in the 35th year of Edward I.

known by the name of Statutum de tallagio non

cmcedendo. He juftly obferved,
" that Sove-

reignty was not in its nature an idea of abfolute

unity, but was capable of great complexity and

infinite modifications, according to the temper of

thofe who are to be governed, and to the circum-

ftances of things; which being infinitely diverfified,

Government ought to be adapted to them, and to

conform itfelf to their nature, inftead of vainly en-

deavoring to force that to a contrary bias; that

the
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the Grand Seignior himfelf could not exercife his

authority in the fame manner, or the fame degree,

at Algiers or Tunis as at Confhmtinople; and that

circumftances not in our power to alter or con-

trol, made conceffion on the fubje6l of taxation in-

difpenfably eflential to the attainment of peace.

Nothing worfe, faid this famous Parliamentary

Orator, happens to you than to all nations pof-

fefling extensive empires. In large bodies the

circulation of power rnuft be lefs vigorous at the

extremities. Defpotifm itfelf is compelled to truck

and hitckjler. Three thoufand miles of ocean is a

powerful principle in the natural conflitution of

things for weakening Government, of which no

contrivance can deftroy the effect. Spain in her

American provinces fubmits to this immutable

condition, the eternal law of extendve and detached

empire. A power fleps in which limits the arro-

gance of the raging paffions, and fays, Hither fhalt

thou go, and no farther. Who are you, that

you fhould fret and rage, and bite the chain

of nature ? Such effects are incident to all the

forms into which empire can be thrown. The

great object of the prefent bill, he faid, was a re-

nunciation of the exercife of taxation without at

all interfering with the queftion of right ; it pre-

ferved the power of levying duties for the regu-

lation of commerce; but the money fo raifed,

agreeably to an excellent idea fuggefled by the

cor.ci-
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conciliatory motion of Lord North, was to be &t

the difpofal of the feveral General Affemblies,

The tea duty of 1767 was to be repealed, and *3

general amncfty granted." This was a wife, fim-

ple, and rational plan of conciliation ; and it met

with a lefs unfavorable reception from the Houfe

than any hitherto attempted : but on a divifion

upon the previous queftion, the numbers were

210 againft 105 who voted in fupport of the ori-

ginal motion.

In a few days after this, the Minifter brought in

his famous Prohibitory Bill, interdicting- all trade

and intercourfe with the Thirteen United Colo-

nies. By this bill; all property of Americans,

whether of (hips or goods, on the high feas or in

harbor, are declared forfeited to the captors ; fo

that it amounted in fact to an ablblute declaration

of war. This, the Opposition juitly affirmed, was

cutting off at the root all hope of future accommo-

dation ; and they pronounced -it to be a formal

ACT OF ABDICATION of our Government over

the Colonies
; it drove the two countries to the

fatal extremity of ablblute conqueft on the one

hand, or ablblute independency on the other. The
oilers ofpardon, by which-thebill was accompanied,
were faid to be ridiculous when offered to men who

acknowledge no crime, and who are confeious not

of doing, but merely of
fuffering, wrong. The

repeal of the Bofton Port, Fiflicry, and Reftrain-

ing
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ing Acts being included in this Bill, as entirely

fuperfcdcd by the operation of it ; Mr. Fox

moved an amendment, to leave out the whole title

and body of the Bill excepting the parts relative to

fuch repeal. This produced a warm debate, which

continued till midnight, when the amendment was

rejected by a majority of 192, to 64 voices.

In the Houfe of Lords, the Bill was again com-

bated on every ground of policy, humanity, and

juftice. Lord Mansfield in the courfe of the de-

bate remarked,
" that we had pafled the RUBICON,

and were not now at liberty to confider the quef*

tions of original right or wrong, juflice or injuftice.

We were engaged in a war, and we muft ufe

our utmoft efforts to obtain the ends propofed by
it ; quoting in illuftration the laconic fpeech of a

gallant officer ferving in the army of Guftavus

Adolphus, who, pointing to the enemy, faid to his

men,
" See you thofe lads ? KILL them, or they

will KILL you." Such were the abominable argu-

ments now ufed to reconcile the minds of men

to this unjnft, cruel, and bloody war, by venerable

and learned fages wearing the robes and holding

the balance of Juftice. The Bill, after much ob-

jection and oppofition, pafled by a great and deci-

five majority.

The only notice taken of the conciliatory pro-

pofition of the Minifter was by the AfTcmbly of

NOVA SCOTIA, which had tranfmitted a Petition

VOL. II. L to
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to Parliament, prefented to the Houfe on the

fiiTt day of the Scffion by the Speaker, founded

on the bafts of that proportion ; and it was now

moved by Lord North, that the propofal of a

poundage duty ad valorem upon all commodities

imported, not being the produce of the Britilh

dominions in Europe or America, to be difpofed

of by Parliament, fhould be accepted, and the duty

fixed at eight per cent, in lieu of all other taxes ;

and in reward of this dutiful overture, the Acl: of

Navigation itfelf was in part difpenfed with in

their favor, and they were allowed to import

ORANGES and LEMONS, and fome other articles
'

of equal importance, dircclly from the place of

their growth and produce. But as this barren

province was notorioufly unequal to the fupport

of its own civil government, the offer of a reve-

nue feemed to carry with it fo ludicrous an ap-

pearance, that no Bill was ever in the fequcl

brought forward in confequcncc of the refolutions

now palTcd.

A very extraordinary proportion had been re-

cently made by the Earl of Harcourt, Lord Lieu-

tenant of Ireland, to the Parliament of that king-

dom, on the part of his Majefty, who had pledged
his royal word that twelve thoufand regular

troops on that eftabliihment (hould always remain

ttationary in that country ; requeuing four thou-

fand of the faid troops to be employed in the fer-

3 vice
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vice of Great Britain, and engaging that Ireland

fhould be relieved from the expence of the fame ;

and ALSO, that the faid troops fhould be replaced,

if defired, by four thoufand foreign Proteftant

troops, to be likewife paid by Great Britain. Soon

after the Chriflmas recefs, a motion was made in

the Englifh Houfe of Commons, by Mr. Thomas

Townfhend,
" that the Earl of Harcourt was here-

in chargeable with a breach of privilege, and had

acted in derogation of the authority of that Houfe,

and that a Committee be appointed to enquire

into the lame. It was urged, that it was the higheft

prefumption in the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland

to engage for the payment of any fpecific fums by
the Parliament of Great Britain ; and much worfe

to pledge the Parliament to the fulfilment of a

contract fo abfurd and extravagant as to defray the

expence of eight thoufand men for the fervice of

four thoufand ; and the defign of introducing

foreign troops into Ireland, was reprefented as

fraught with danger and mifchief." The Minister

appeared not a little embarrafled on this occafion ;

and contented himfelf with faying,
" that he was

in no fliape refponfible for the conduct or actions

of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and he difa-

vowed any knowledge of the fpecific infiructions

under which this requifition had been made. He
allowed that the bargain appeared improvident,

but it might be defended on the ground of necef-

L a fity ;.
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fity ; and if it were allowed to be more eligible

to employ native troops than foreigners in Ame-

rica,, it would be a fufficient juftification of the

latter part of the propofition." Mr. Jenkinfon,

however, and others of the Kings friends, who took

part in the debate, affirmed a much higher tone,

and infilled upon his Majefty's RIGHT of intro-

ducing foreign forces into any part of his domi-

nions, when the exigencies of the State rendered

it expedient or neceflary. Mr. Jenkinfon aflerted,

" that the Meflage was worded in a manner per-

feclly agreeable to official ufage, and that the mea-

fiire was in exa6l conformity with, or more properly

conitituted a part of, that antient and acknowledged

prerogative, by which the Crown raifed troops

of its own will, and then applied to Parliament

for the payment, or entered into treaties for the

fame purpofe with foreign princes, and pledged

the national faith for a due performance of the

articles." That part of the motion which went to

the appointment of a Committee of Enquiry was

negatived by 224 to 106 voices, and the previous

queftion put on the claufe of cenfure, which was

carried without a divifion.

Not difcouraged by the ill fuccefs of former at-

tempts, Mr. Fox, on the 2oth of February 1776,

moved,
" That it be referred to a Committee, to

enquire into the ill fuccefs of his Majefty's arms in

America." The vigour and comprehenlion of mind,

the
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the determined refolution, the open and magnani-

mous difpofition of this Senator, mature in judg-

ment, though immature in years excited hopes and

expectations of eventual advantage to his coun-

try, which the malignant genius of Britain has

hitherto delighted to difappoint.
"

Declining,'*

he faid,
" at prefent to enter into the development

of a fyftem whole principles and complexion

afforded the cleared and moft unequivocal proofs

that its ultimate defign was the TOTAL DESTRUC-

TION of the CONSTITUTION ; he grounded his

motion on the acknowledged fact, that there had

been fomewhere grofs ignorance, incapacity, or

negligence. This muft be imputed either to our

^linifters at home, or our Commanders abroad :

gnd it was abfolutely neceflary that the Houfe

ihould be fully informed on the fubject, in order

that a remedy might be applied to the evil before

the Nation fell a victim to the treachery or mif-

conducl: of men, on the one hand as unfit to de-

liberate and determine, as on the other to carry

the meamrcs fo determined into execution. Pub*

lie juftice demanded fuch an enquiry. None but

the guilty could wifh to evade it. Our Commanders

by fca and land ought not to fuffer the difgrace

attached to ill fuccefs,-in order to hide or pal-

liate the blunders, the follies, the (hameful and

wretched inability of others." The Adminiftra-

appeared much chagrined and mortified at this

JL 3 cxpofure
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expofure of their weaknefs. It was acknowledge^
l( that ill fuccefs had hitherto attended the opera-*

ti6ns of the war, but that more vigorous meafures

w6uld now be purfued ; that a change of the

former lenient fyftem had been announced from the

Throne ;
and it would be highly difrefpeclful and

improper to enter into the examinations propofed,

until the meafures now refolved upon were tried,

and the event known.'* The previous queftion

being put at three o'clock in the morning, the

motion was rejected by a majority of 240 to 104.

The treaties recently entered into by his Ma-

jefty with the Landgrave of Hefie, the Duke of

Brunfvvick, &c. for hiring large bodies of their

troops for the American fervice, amounting to

about eighteen thoufand men, having been laid

before the Houfe, and a motion made by the

Minifter for referring them to. a Committee of

Supply, a vehement debate enfued. " Great Bri-

tain, it was faid, was now difgraced in the eyes of

all Europe She was to be impoverifhed, and what

was ftill worfe, degraded by an humiliating appli-

cation to the petty Princes of Germany for fuccors

to enable her to fubdue her own fubjects. Such

alfo were the extravagant terms on which thefe

troops were obtained, that the ufe of 1 8,000 merr
cenaries would pot, taking in all contingencies,

coft the nation lefs than one million arid a half

fterling.
There were no limits to the extortion of

thefe
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thefe princely butchers, who fold their fubjeots

like fo many beafts for the flaughter. They were

to have levy-money ; they were to have a doable

fubfidy ; their corps were to be kept up complete";

they were to be paid till the troops returned to

their refpeclive countries, and the fubfidies were

to be continued two years after the performance of

the fervice." In anfwer to thefe objections, the

Minifters alleged, that the terms were more

reafonable, conlidering the diftance and other dif-

agreeable circumftances attending this novel fer-

vice, than could be expected ;
that had they been

full higher, neceffity would have juftified com-

pliance. It was intimated, that fo great a force

would be employed, that thefe troops would have

little more to do than to fhovv themfelves in

America, and return : that there was every reafbn

to believe that the war would be terminated in a

fingle campaign, in which cafe the terms would

be found very advantageous : if indeed it fhould

be protracted to a diftant period, it was allowed

that the expence would be enormous ; but this

was fo improbable as to merit little consideration.

The queftion was carried by the force of thefe

reafonings in favor of the Court, by a majority

of 242 to 88 voices. The fame queftion was dif-

cufled with equal warmth in the Houfe of Peers,

in confcquence of a motion ofthe Duke of Rich-

mond, for an Addrefs to the King,
" That his

L 4 Majefty
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Majcfty would be pleafed to countermand the

inarch of thefe troops ;" and the Duke ofCumber-

land, who had for fome time paft, as well as the

Duke of Glocefter, voted in the minority,
"

la-

mented that Brunfwickcrs, once the advocates of

Liberty in Europe, fhould now be fent to fubju-

gatc it in America." The divifion was in this

Houfe no lefs in favor of the Minift.ers than in

that of the Commons ; the numbers, on putting

the queftion, being 100 to 32. On a demand

unexpectedly made by the Secretary ofWar for

the fum of 845,000!. for Army Extraordinarie?,

all the ardor of the Oppolition revived. They de-

monftrated, by a reference to the Journals, that

neither the glorious campaign of 1704, which

laved the German Empire, nor that of 1760,

which was crowned by the conqueft of Canada,

had in any degree equalled the expence of the dif-

graccful campaign of the laft year. Blenheim and

Schellenburg were oppofed to Lexington and Bun-

ker's Hill ; and .the river Myftic ludicroufly con-

Drafted with the Rhine and the Danube. The

Miriifters, apparently overwhelmed with a torrent

of wit, argument, and invective, relied on this occa-

lion much more fccurely on theftrength of their

numbers than their caufe, and the queftiqn on q
divifion was carried by a majority of 180 to 57.
On the i4th of March, 1776, a very important

motion was made by the. Duke of Grafton,
*'

for an

Addref
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.Addrefs to the King, that in order to prevent the

farther effufion of blood, a proclamation might
be ifTued, declaring, that if the Colonies (hall pre-

fent a Petition to the Commiffioners appointed

under the late Act, fetting forth what they con-r

fider to be their juft rights and real grievances,

that in fuch a cafe his Majcfty will confent to a

fufpenfion of arrns ; and that aflbrance (hall be

given them, that their Petition fhall be received,

considered, ancj anfwered." This motion was de-

figned and wifely calculated to fupply the palpable

deficiency of the late Commiffion, which em-

powered the Commiffioners merely to grant par-

dons on fubmiffion, holding out by thefe means a

mere delufive {how of peace, without furnifhing

the means indifpenfable to its attainment. The

Noble Mover pbferyed, "that the adoption of the

prcfent motion, or of fomething equivalent to it,

exclusive ofthe .evident reafonablenefs of the thing,

feemed to be rendered at this time abfolutely ne-

ceflary by two circumftanccs, to which his Grace

particularly called the attention of the Houfe.

The firft was, the doctrine of UNCONDITIONAL

SUBMISSION, fo much iniifted upon in the other

Houfe by the Nojble Lord at the head of the Ame-

rican department. It was the object of the pre-

fent motion to difarm the Americans of the rage

and horror which this doctrine had excited in their

minds ; and to inculcate the idea that there were

terms
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terms and conditions implying mutual conceflionp,

on which a fatisfactory and permanent accommo-

dation might be founded, and their conftitutional

rights fecured. The fecond circumftance to which

the Noble Mover alluded, was the certain intelli-

gence which his Grace had himfelf received, that

two French Gentlemen, charged, as there was

good reafon to believe, with a commiffion of high

and momentous import, had lately been introduced

by General Washington to the Congrefs, with

whom conferences had been actually commenced.

Thus a direct interference on the part of foreign

powers in our civil contentions had undoubtedly

taken place, and from a moft dangerous and hof-

tile quarter. No time was therefore to be loft

to counteract its effects ; and upon the decifion

of the prefent moment the fate of the empire

depended."

In vain were the powers of reafon and eloquence

exhaufted in fupport of this motion. The fpirit of

infatuation and deluiion feemcd to have attained

to its acme. The Lords in Admmigration openly

avowed and vindicated the doctrine of uncondi-

tional fubmiflion. They afierted, that the power
of granting pardons, with proper exceptions, was

competent to every juft and requifite purpofe ;

they afferted the impoffibility of an effectual re-

fiftance on the part of America; they declared

their utter difregard and difbclief of any inter-

ference
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ference on the part of France, or any other foreign

Power, which, poffeffing colonies of its own, could

never be fo devoid of policy as to encourage the

fpirit of revolt in thofe of another nation ;" ~not

in the leaft fenfible that the whole tenor of their

own conduct afforded the mod finking proof how

infinitely motives of pride, pafiion, and revenge,

predominate in the heart of man and the councils

of princes, over thofe of reafon, policy, and dif-

cretion. After a debate; continued to a very late

hour, the motion was rejected by 91 voices to 31 ;

and from this moment all rational hope of concili-

ation vanifhed. What had been hitherto perfectly

eafy and feafible, now became, by a change of cir-

cumftances, defperate and hopelefs ; and on hear-

ing the decifion of this memorable day, it might

with fatal prophetic certainty be pronounced,
" TIME is PAST."

This was the lafl debate of importance in the

prefent feflion, which was terminated May 23,

1776, by a fpeech, in which his Majcfty was gra-

cioufly pleafed to intimate " his hope, that his re-

bellious fubjefls would ftill be awakened to a fenfe

of their errors ; at the fame time expreffing his

confidence, that if due, i. e. unconditional, fubmif-

fion could not be obtained by a voluntary return to

their duty, it would be effectuated by a full exer-

tion of the great force entrufled to him." WAR,
jn its mofl hideous form, was now therefore waged,

without
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without any profpect or probability of accommo-

dation. But though the miniflerial majorities in

both Houfes were fo great, the nation at large

might be considered as much more equally divided

upon this grand queftion. At the head of thole

who were zealous for the profecution of the war

in all its terrors, may be accounted the KING

bimfelf, who being moft unfortunately and dread-

fully mifinformed and milled in the \yhole of this

buiinefs, conceived that the DIGNITY ofhis CROWN
was beft vindicated by thofe meafures of coercion,

which could be carried into effecl only by the de-

valuation of his dominions .and the {laughter of

his fubjecb. The powerful remains of the once

numerous and now favored faction of the Tories,

including a large proportion of the landed intereft,

recently combined by a ftrange political phaepome-t

non with the veteran and faithful band of place-

men, pcnfioners, and Kings friends ; and. in a

word, all whofe fortunes or expectancies depended

on the fmiles of the Court, were to a man eager

and ardent in their hopes and willies to fee Ame-
rica proftrate at his Majefly's feet. A great ma-

jority of the Clergy of the Efiablifhed Church alfu

entered into the views pf the Court, tp which they

were now cordially reconciled, with a degree of

political fervor, heightened, as to many of them,

into inexpreilible malevolence againft the Colo-

nies by the indelible taint of religious bigotry.

The
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The Americans were perpetually branded by this

clafs of men, as fanatics, hypocrites, puritans, or,

in one word, as SECTARIES, a term which in

the ears of an high-Churchman of the genuine

(tamp is far more hateful than that of Infidel or

Atheift. The fpirit of High Clmrchifm, which is

a compound efTence exhaled from the ingredients

of pride, ignorance, malice, prejudice and
folly,

ha?, during this reign, been in a regular and pro-

greffive flateof increafe ; and as the famecaufes

which have operated ftill continue to operate, it

is probable that until fome violent convulfion is

produced by a new Laudian or Sheldonian perfe-

cution, the tide will continue to flow in the fame

channel and direction. Exclufive of thefc different

clafies of men, it muft be acknowledged, that

a confiderable number of refpectable perfons, who

valued themfelves, however incontinently, upon
their attachment to Whig principles, joined the

party of the Court, from a moft erroneous idea,

that the principles of JPhiggifm inculcated the

doctrine of the OMNIPOTENCE of PARLIAMENT ;

not conlidering that the eflential and immutable

difference fubfifting in the relative fituations of

Great Britain and America made that doctrine,

which, in oppofition to the arbitrary power of the

Crown, was confidcred as the balls of Liberty in

England, the eflence of Tyranny to the Colonies;

and the unreflrained power of taxation in parti-

cular,
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cular, was on feveral accounts more likely to be

abufed by a popular AfTembly, in its exercife over a

cliftant community, than by an abfolute Monarch,

On the other hand, the great body of the Whigs,

headed by various families of the higheft rank,

to whom power had been chiefly eiltrufled fince

the sera of the Revolution till the Acceflion of the

prefent Sovereign, held the war in abhorrence

and deteftation ; and they conceived reliftance

to be equally juftifiable to the tyranny of the

many as of the few, or the mere will ofa defpot.

The commercial part of the community, with the

City of London confpicuous in the van, were for

the moft part extremely averfe to the war, from

which they experienced great inconvenience ; and

which, unfettered by the entanglements of politi-

cal theories, they perceived by the clear light of

common fenfe to have no rational end or object.

A confiderable proportion of the Clergy, men

candid, impartial, intelligent, and truly attached

to the principles of civil and religious liberty,

joined in lamenting this difaftrous and fatal quarrel.

The whole body ofDiflenters, and Sectaries of all

denominations, threw the entire weight of their

numbers and influence into the fame fcale ; many
cf thefe employed their pens ably and eloquently

in the-caufe of America, amongft whom by far the

moft diftinguifhed was the celebrated Dr. Richard

Price, a Ditfenting Minifter of extraordinary learn-

ing
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ing and talents, who had recently written with pro-

found Hull on the fubjcdl of the National Finances,

and the powers of the Sinking Fund ; the reftora-

tion of which he urged with great energy. And
his ideas on the fubjecl:, though long treated as

chimerical, have been at length adopted by the pre-

fent Minifter, Mr. Pitt, whofe famous Sinking

Fund Bill was framed in firicSt conformity to the

ideas fuggefted by this excellent and difinterefted

patriot, who difdaincd any other reward than that

refulting from the confcioufnefs of the fervices he

had rendered to his country. On the prcfent occa-

lion he publiflied "OBSERVATIONS on thejuttice

and policy of the WAR with AMERICA," which

had a rapid and prodigious fale, and produced
an incredible number of replies ; for to reply was

eaiy, though to confute impoffible.
" IN a FREE

STATE," fays this admirable writer,
"

all the fprings

of aclion have room to operate, and the mind is

ftimulated to the nobleft exertions. The fubjecls

of free States have in all ages been moft diftin-

guifhed for genius and knowledge. With what

lutlre do the antient free States of Greece (liine in

the annals of the world ! How different is that

country now under the Great Turk ! The differ-

ence between a country inhabited by MENj.and

by BRUTES is not greater. Thefe are refiedtions

which fhould be conflantly prefent to every mind

in this country. There is nothing that requires wiore

to
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to be watched than power : there is nothing fhat

ought to be oppofed with more determined refolu-

tion than its encroachments. Sleep in a State, as

Montefquieu fays, is always followed by Slavery.

In governing diftant provinces, and adj lifting the

clafhing intercfts of different focicties, it is parti-

cularly neceflary to make, a fparing tife of power

in order to prcferve power. Happy would it have

been for Great Britain, had this been remembered

by thofe who have lately conducted its affairs !

But our policy has been of another kind. By a

progrefiion of violent mcafurcs, every one ofwhich

has increafed diftrefs, we have given the world rca-

ibn to conclude, that we know no other mode ofgo-

verning than by force. But our Rulers fhould have

confidcred that freemen will always revolt at the

fight of a naked fword, and that the complicated af-

ijiirs ofa great kingdom holding in fubordination to

it a multitude of diltant communities, all jealous of

their rights, and warmed with fpirits as high as our

own, require not only the moft Ikilful but the rnoft

cautious and tender management. The confe-

quence of a different management we are now feel-

ing. We fee ourfclvcs driven among rocks, and

in danger of being loft : pride and the love ofdomi-

nion are principles hateful enough, but blind refent-

ment and the dcfire of revenge are infernal princi-

ples. One cannot help indeed being aftonifhed

at the virulence with which fome fpeak, on the

4. prefent
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preient occafion, of the Colonies for what have

they done? Have they croffed the ocean and in-

vaded us r Have they attempted to take from us

the fruits of our labor, and to overturn that form

ofgovernment which we hold fo facred ? On the

contrary, this is what we have done to them. We
have tranfported ourfelves to their peaceful retreats,

and employed our fleets and armies to ftop up their

ports, to dcftroy their commerce, and to burn

their towns
; and yet it is \VE who imagine our-

felves ill ufed k Had we never deferted our old

ground; had we nourithed and favored America

with a view to commerce, inftead of conlidering it

as a country to be governed ; had we, like a liberal

and wife people, rejoiced to fee a multitude of free

States branching forth from ourfelves, all enjoy-

ing independent Legiflatures fimilar to our own :

l-iad we aimed at binding them to us only by the

ties of affection and intereft, and contented our-

felves with a moderate power rendered durable by

being lenient and friendly, an umpire in their differ-

ences, an aid to them in improving their own free

governments, and their common bulwark againft

the aflaults of foreign enemies ; had this been our

policy and temper, there is nothing fo great or

happy that we might not have expected. Initcad of

this, how have we acted ?- It is in truth too evi-

dent, that our whole conduct has been nothing,

to fay the belt of it. but a feries of the blindeft

VOL. II. M. rigor
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rigor followed by retraction of violence followed

by conceflion of miftake, weakness, and incon-

fiitency. Did ever Heaven punifh the viees of a

people more feverely by darkening their Counfels ?

In the Netherlands, a few States lirnilarly circum-

itanced with thofe of Ameriea, withftood for 30

years t&e whole force of the Spanifh monarchy

when at its zenith, and at lalt humbled its pride,

and emancipated itfelf from its tyranny. The ci-

tizens of Syracufe, alfo thus circumftanced, with-

ftood the whole power of the Athenians. The

fame happened in the conteft between the Houfe

ofAnflria ana the Cantons of Switzerland. There

is an inlinite difference between fighting to de-

ftroy and fighting to preferve liberty. Were we

therefore capable of employing a force againft

America equal to its own, there would be little

probability of fuccefs ; but to think of conquering

that whole Continent with thirty or forty thou-

fand men, to be tranfported acrofs the Atlantic,

and fed from hence, and incapable of being re-

cruited after any defeat ; this is indeed a folly fa

great, that language does not afford a name for

it. Perhaps I am not in the prelent inftance free

from the \veaknefs of fuperftition, but I fancy I

fee in thefe meafures fomething that cannot be

accounted for merely by human ignorance. I

am inclin'ed to think that the hand of Providence

is in them, working to bring about fome great

ends.
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fends. But fnppofc the attempt to fubjugate Ame-

rica fuccefsful, would it not be a fatal preparative

for fubduing yourfelves ? Would not the difpofal

of American places, arid the diftributio'n of art

American revenue, render that influence of the

Crown irrefiftible which has already flabbed your

liberties ? Turn your eyes to INDIA there, more

has been done than is now attempted in America :

there, Englifhmen, actuated by^the love of plun-

der and the fpirit of conquert, have depopulated

whole kingdoms, and ruined millions of innocent

people by the moft infamous oppreffion and rapa-

city. The juftice ofthe Nation has flept over thefe

enormities. Will the JUSTICE ofHEAVEN: fleep ?

ARE WE NOT NOW EXECRATED ON BOTH SIDES

OF THE GLOBE ?" -For this publication the writer

was defervedly honored with the thanks of the

City of London, and the freedom of that metro-

polis was prefented to him in a gold box, by an

unanimous vote of the corporate body.

During the paufe of anxious fufpenfe preceding

the commencement of the memorable campaign of

1776 in America, it will not be improper to take a

general review of the Hate of Europe for fome

years pail, and of its aclual lituation ; his Majefty

having in his late Speech afierted, that the difpo-

fition of the feveral Powers of the Continent

promifed a continuance of the general tranquillity.

FRANCE, in an hiftoric Iketch of this kind, mult

M a neceflurily
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neceflarily occupy the fore-ground of the picture.

The death of Louis XV. who, for the long term of*

nine-and-iifty years, reigned with abfolute and ar-

bitrary fway over that van: monarchy, had taken

place nearly at the commencement of the prefcnt

troubles (May icth, 1774). He was fucceeded by

his grandfon Louis the Dauphin, who had fcarccly

as yet attained the twentieth year of his age.

This young Prince had in the year 1770 married

the Arch-Duchefs Marie Antoinette, daughter of

the Em prefs-Queen a princefs endowed with all

the fafcinating graces of her fex ; by which ap-

parently aufpicious alliance, according to the (hort-

iighted views of human policy, the peace of Eu-

rope, fo often difturbed by the contentions of tha

rival houfes of Bourbon and Auftria, feemed to be

firmly cemented and fecured. A great acquifi-

tion of revenue and territory had recently accrued

to France by the death of Staniflaus, King of Po-

land (February 1766), in a far advanced age ; in

eonfeqnenre of which event, the duchies of Lor-

raine and Bar, poilefTed by that Monarch in full

property during his life, reverted to France, agree-

ably to the treaty concluded A. D. 1 736, with the

Court of Vienna, under the fortunate aulpicea.

of Cardinal Fleury.

The latter years of the life of the late King of

France were pafied in a feries of political conm'els

with the feveral Parliaments of that kingdom, par-

ticularly
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ticularly the Parliament of Paris ; which high and

auguft Tribunal it ill retained, by means of its con-

fiitutional privilege ofenregiftering the royal edicts,

without which they had no legal validity, fome de-

gree of control over the actions of the Monarch.

And this relique of their antient independency, by
which alone the facred fire of Liberty could be dif-

cerned to exift in France, the Parliament appeared

with reafon to guard with the mod vigilant jea-

ioufy. An edict having been iffued in the royal

name, by which new and extraordinary powers
were transferred to the Great Council, incompati-

ble with the cftablifhed rights of the Parliaments

of the kingdom, remonftranccs were prefented to

the King from mod of thofe bodies ; and in that

offered by the Parliament of Paris (May 19, 1768)

is the following remarkable paflage :
" Your Par-

liament, Sire, is not afraid on this head to remind

your Majefty of the ever memorable words which

the Firft Prefident Harley addrftffed to Henry III.

in 1586. "Sire," &id the magiftrate,
" we have

two forts of laws : one fort are the ordonnances of

our Kings, and thefe may be altered according to

the differences of times and circumflances ; the

other fort are the ordonnances of the kingdom,
which are inviolable, and bv which you afcend to

the Throne and to the Crown, which your prcde-

ccflbrs prcfcrved. Among thefe public laws, that

is of the mod facred kind, and has been moft re-

M 3 Jigioufly
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ligjoufly kept by your predeceffbrs, which orders

tjiat no law or ordopnance fhall be published but

what is verified in this Aflembly They thought

a violation qf this law was a violation of that by

which they were made Kings/'

It was afterwards propofed, at ,an extraordinary

feffion, to ftatQ to the King that the^ exiftence of

the Grand Council itfelf was a grievance. This,

however, was negatived, th,e Due de Choifeul and

the Princes of the Blood attending in perfon to

qppqfe the motion, by a majority of two voices ;

and the Parliament contented itfelf with prefent-

ing another memorial tq the King, (hewing the,

neceffity of afcertaining the limits of its jurifdic-

tion, and lecuring the Parliament againil its en-

(jroachments by a clear and poiitive law. But the

Parliament of Tqulqufe, lefs moderate, hTued an

arret by which all perfons were forbidden, under

fevere penalties, to conform to, or execute any

judgment of the Grand Council within the province

qf Languedpc,

Scarcely had the ferments excited by this pb-

poxious procedurp of the Court in any degree fub-

fided, when a new and far more ferious conteft

arofe in confequence of the memorable profecution
commenced in the Parlianient of Paris againft the

Ducd'Aiguillon, Governor of the province of Bre-

tagne, for high crimes and rpifdemcanors in th

adminiftration of his government. While the Nq-
o tion



K. GEORGE III. 167

tion was waiting in anxious fufpenfe the refult of

this trial, which had already difclofed a fcene of

cruelty and injuftice fcarcely to be paralleled, the

King thought proper to hold a Bed of Juft'ice, in

which he commanded an edict to be enregiftered

fuppreffing the .charges brought againft this no-

bleman, and prohibiting any farther proceedings

againft him. The Parliament of Paris, on re-af-

fembling, ifmed an arrec, by which the Duke was

forbidden to take his feat in Parliament, or to exer-

cife any of the functions of the peerage, till a legal

acquittal had taken place. This arr^t was annulled

by a decree of the King in Council, declaring it to

be an infringement of the royal authority.

The Parliament notwithftanding, by a fblemn

A61, confirmed their former refolution ; and ftrong

reprefentations were made to the King by the dif-

ferent Chambers, particularly by that of the Peers

and Princes of the Blood, againft his proceedings,

as fubverfive of all law, juftice, and equity. The
Provincial Parliaments alfo paired arrets in appro-

bation and confirmation of that of Paris, and the

duchy of Aiguillon was fequeftered till the trial of

the. Duke fhould be legally terminated. At length

the King m perfon, attended by his guards, entered

without any previous notice the Parliament Houfe,

and, after reproaching the Members in the fevered

terms, ordered all the judicial Acts againft the Due

cTAiguillon to be erafed from their rcgifters ; and,

M4 in
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in menacing language, prohibited all revival ofthe

proceedings againft him. The Parliament never*

thelefs, unintimidatcd, iflued at their next meeting
another arret, in which they declare, that the many
acts of arbitrary power exercifed both againft the

fpirit and letter of the Confutation of the French

Monarchy, and the folemn oath of the King, leave

no room to doubt of a premeditated deiign to

change the form of Government. The difpute

continued with increafing violence to the following

vcar. The King having caufed by force an edict;

to be enregiftered, by which the indifpcnfable obli-

gation of the Sovereign Courts of Juftice to cnre-

gilicr the royal edicts, even in oppofition to their

own fentiments and remonftrances, was explicitly

declared, the Parliament entered a folemn protcit

ngainft the fame, as contrary to the laws they had

ixvorn to defend, and refolvecl upon a total fufpen-

fion of the functions of the Courts.

The mandate of the King to revoke this decree

being peremptorily rejected, the Members of th<?

Parliament were, in the night of the I9th of Ja-

nuary 1771, fevcrally arrcftcd by virtue of lettres.

de cachet, and a new Tribunal was erected in the

room of the exiled Parliament, cocnpofcd of men

entirely devoted to the Court. Scarcely had they
entered into office when they were formally pro-

nounced, by an arret of the Parliament of Rouen,
to be intruders, ufurpers, and enemies to the State.



K. GEORGE III. 16$

The Court, irritated and enraged, had determined

on the moft violent meafures; but the Due de Har-

court, Governor of Normandy, refufed to take the

command of the troops appointed for this fervice,

The other Provincial Parliaments adopting a flmi-

lar line of conduct, were in the courfe of the year

fupprciFed and banifhcd ; and new Parliaments,

wholly dependent on the Court, fubftituted in their

room at Bafancon, Bourdeaux, Aix, Touloufe, and

Rennes. To fhew the utter contempt of the Court

for the public opinion, the Due de Choifeul, who
had indicated a difpofition in fome degree favorable

to the rifing fpirit of Liberty, was difmifred with

unufual marks of refentment and dilgrace, and the

Due d'Aiguillon fucceeded him in the office of

Firft Minifler.

The agitation of the Nation at thefe proceedings

cannot be exprefTed. The Monarch became the

object of univerfal reproach and execration,and not

the Monarch merely, but the Monarchy itfelf.

That form of government to which the French

nation had been for ages fo zealoufly attached,

funk moft lenfibly in the public cftimation. The

tide of opinion began to flow in an opposite di-

rection, and a republican party was vifibly forming,

which, however fmall in its beginnings, might well

fce regarded, under that corrupt and depraved

Government, as truly dangerous and formidable.

Scarcely were the appearances of decorum pre-

ferved
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ferved on the death of the King; and the appellation

of Louis h defire, unanimoufly given to his fuc-

ceflbr, was the bittereft fatire on his memory.
The young Monarch, defirous ofrecommending

himfelf to the favor of his fubjecls, began his reign

with the difmiffion of the Due d'Aiguillon, and his

deteftable co-adjutors,theChancellor Maupeou, and

the Comptroller General L'Abbe Terrai, which

was regarded as the certain prelude of the reftora-

tion of the antient Parliaments; and on the iath No-

vember 1774, the recall of the Parliament of Paris

took place amid the unbounded acclamations of the

people. The language of the Monarch on this

memorable occafion was ncverthelefs very high and

haughty. In his fpeech on holding the Bed of

Juftice, he declared to the Parliament,
" that he

was determined to preferve his authority in all its

plenitude, and that he expected they would give

to his fubjecls an example of fubmifTion." He told

them,
" that the King his grandfather was com-

pelled by their renTtnnce to his repeated commands,
to adopt fuch meafures as his wifdom fuggefted;

and that as he had thought proper to recall them

to the exercife of thofe functions which they ought
never to have quitted, he defired them to learn to

prize his favors, and never to lofe the remembrance

of their extent." A royal ordonnance was then

read, containing the various limitations by which

ihp Monarch thought proper to reftrain the autho-

rity
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nty of this Afiembly one very important article of

\> hich peremptorily required the Parliament to en-

jegifter the royal edicts in one month at fartheft

after the day of their publication, unlcfs the King
fhould gracwujly permit the repetition of their re-

rnonilrances ; and his Majefty concluded with a

promife of "
his royal protection and countenance

fo long as they exaflly conformed to what he had

prcfcribed, and they did not attempt to enlarge

the bounds of the power which was granted to

them"

It very foon appeared, after the acceflion of the

new Monarch, though himfelf of a difpofition 'pa-

cific and unambitious, and extremely limited in his

capacity, how little dependence was to be placed

on the amity and good faith of France. A power-

ful party immediately arofe at the Court, of which

the Queen, a woman of high fpirit, bufy, bold, and

blind to conferences, was confidered as the head.

Diflblute in her manners, unprincipled in her mo-

rals, faithlefs in her promifes, this Princefs wanted

only the talents of her predeccfTbr Catherine of

Medicis, to be as illuftrioufly diftinguifhed for

gllilt BUT HER MISFORTUNES HAVE ATONED.

This fa$ion burned with a defire to avenge the

difgraces of the lafl war; and America received

every encouragement to perfift in her refiftance to

the oppreffion of England, that was conliftent with

even the appearance of a decent regard to the oc-

cafional
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cafional remonftrances and memorials of the Court

of London. The Queen alfo was believed to be

actuated by an ardent deiire of advancing the in-

terefts of the Houfe ofAuftria, by involving France

in contentions which would effectually prevent any

mterpofition of that power in oppofition to the

fchemes ofaggrandizement projected by her bro-

ther the Emperor. In the mean time the views of

M. de Maurcpas, the new Minifter, were affidu-

ouily directed to the extcnfion of commerce, and

the re-eftablifhmcnt of the French marine.

" The fitnation of France," fays the King of

Pruflia in reference to the prefent period,
"
though

far from brilliant, did not the lefs merit the atten-

tion of other powers. Her debts made it imprac-

ticable for her to fuftain a long war; but, ftrong in

her alliance with Spain, and in the affiftance thence

to be derived, fhe was watching the moment to fall

like a falcon upon her prey, and avenge herfelf

upon Great Britain for the difafters fhe had fuf-

fcred during the preceding war, England was at

this time, under the YOKE of the TORIES, engaged
in a ruinous contcli, which augmented the national

debts thirty -fix millions ofcrowns per annum. For

the purpofe of ftriking a blow upon her right arm

with her left, fhe cxhauftcd all her refources, and

advanced with hafty fteps to her decline and fall.

Her Minifters ACCUMULATED faults; but of all

thefe the greatcft was the WAR with AMERICA,
from
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from which no poffible advantage could refult. She

had needlcfsly, and without reaibn, embroiled her-

felf with all the furrounding powers, and to her

own mifconducl only could England afcribe that

ftate of defertion and general abandonment in

which Hie now found herfelf*."

That union of counfels which fince the eeraK)f

the Family Compacl had marked the politics of

the Bourbon Courts, ftill fubfiftcd in its full vi-

gor. In order to confolidate the friendfhip of

the two Crowns, the late King ofFrance had made

an entire ccffion of the province of Louiliana to

Spain, without any other apparent motive or equi-

valent. In his Moft Chriltian Majefty's letter,

dated April si, 1764, to M. d'Abadie, Director

General and Commandant of the Colony of Loui-

fiana, notifying this extraordinary ccffion, he fays,

"
By a fpccial Act done atFontair.cbleau (Nov. 3d,

1762), of my own will and mere motion having

ceded to my very dear and beft beloved coufin the

King of Spain, and his fucceflbrs, in full property,

purely andfimplv, and without any exceptions, the

whole country known by the name of Louisiana,

together with New Orleans, and the ifland in

which the faid city is lituated : You are, on the

receipt of thefe prefents, to deliver up, to the Go-

* OEUVRES de FREJIESIC IJI. vol. iv. p, 1645 165.

vernor
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vernor or Officer appointed by the King of Spain)

the laid country and colony of Loin'fiana."

The difcontcnts prevailing in Spain fince the

acceilion of the prefent King, and which at length

broke out in open infurreclion, were appeafed by

the difiniffion ofthe Marquis de Squillacio, and the

other Neapolitans who had accompanied the So-

vereign from Italy; and the attention of the Court

of Madrid had been for ibrne years chiefly occu-

pied with the means of effecting the expulfion of

the Jefuits from the kingdom ; which was at length

carried into execution with circumftances of re-

lentlels cruelty, not inferior to thofe which diftin-

guifhed the expulfion of the Morifcocs in the laft

century. The Other branches of the Houfe of

Bourbon, France, Naples and Parma, followed the

example let by Spain ; and this once famous and

flouriihing order of religionifts now found them-

felvcs in almoft every country the objects of re-

proach, hatred, and pertecution. Urgent felicita-

tions were made by the Catholic Powers to the

Pope Clement XIII, for the utter abolition of this

order; but the Holy Father, notwithstanding the

feizurc of Avignon by France, and Benevcnto by

Naples, in order to enforce a compliance, pcrfift,cd

in a peremptory, and pofitive refufal.

A very remarkable edict having been publifhed

by the infant Duke ofParma, virtually annihilating

the
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the authority of the Papal See in his dominions,

the Roman Pontiff hTued, January 1767, a BULL

againft the Duke, in terms which the haughtieft of

his prcdeceflbrs could fcarcely have exceeded. By
this inftrument the Pope claimed to himfelf the"

fovereignty of the Duchy of Parma, and declared

the Duke to be only his feudatory. He pro-

nounced, on the authority of the Church, and of

former decilions of his predeceflbrs,that ecclefidbcs

are not fubject to any temporal power or laic ju-

rifdiction; and that feeing the Duke had been

guilty of an infringement of the immunities of the

Church, he had juftly incurred its heavieft cenfures ;

and unlels he defitted from his rafh enterprile, he

now gave him warning,
" that the fentence of ex-

communication would be denounced againft him,

and his dominions laid under an interdict. Nor

on the joint application of the Courts of France,

Spain, and Vienna, would his Holineis deign to re-

voke this decree, or even admit the Ambafladors of

thefe Powers to an audience. As the common
father of the faithful, the Pope difclaimed indeed

every idea of executing any decree of the Holy See

by the aid of temporal force, were it in his power.

On the contrary, he declared himfelf ready, after

the example of his predeceflbrs, to fufFer whatever

perfonal injury might befall him, and to go into

exile wherever it might be thought proper to fend

him, rather than betray the -interefts ofreligion, and

of
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of the Church. The Holy See, he added, was not

accuftomed to revoke its judgments, which were

never pafled till after the moft mature deliberation,

and always with the affiftance of the Holy Ghoft.

At length, loaded with years, with grief and infir-

mities, this arrogant and inflexible Pontiff funk

into his grave j and the famous Ganganelli, whcr

afliimed the name of Clement XIV. was after the

Conclave had fat three months, elecled, May 1 769.

to the vacant chair of St. Peter. The pontificate

of Ganganelli was rendered for ever memorable

by the abolition of the order of the Jefuits, in virtue

of a Bull, ifiued A. D. 1773, charging them with

having adopted opinions fcandalous, contrary to

good morals, and ofdangerous import to the Church

and all Chriftian States.

This Pontiff died in the courfeof the next year

(1774) univerfally beloved and regretted, not with-

out fufpicion of poifon, of which he is faid to have

been himfelf previously appreheniive ; but of this

no fufficient evidence has been produced. He was

fucceeded by Cardinal Brafchi, who took the ap-

pellation of Pius VI. Nearly at the fame time died

Charles Emanuel, King of Sardinia, after a reign

of forty-three years. He fucceeded to the Throne

on the refignation of his father in 1730, and go-

verned his dominions with great prudence and fe-

licity. His fon, Vidtor Amadeus, after the acqui-

lition of Corfica by France, perceiving the afcen-

dancj
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ctancy acquired by the Houfe of Bourbon, entered

into a fine! alliance with the Court of Verfailles

the Princefs Clotilda, fifter to the King of France,

marrying the Prince of Piedmont; and the two

Princefles, daughters of his Sardinian Majefty,

efpoufing the Counts de Provence and d'Artois,

brothers of his moft Chriftian Majefty.

In the north of Europe Ruffia ftill maintained

her full afcendancy, and the predominance which

fhe had acquired in the affairs ofPoland was oppofed
not by the glorious ardor of civil liberty, but by a

wretched and miferable fpirit of religious bigotry ;

and the majority of the Diet, inftigated by the

BISHOPS, ftill perfifted in refuting to the Difli-

dents, who were chiefly of the Greek church, that

liberty of confcience to which they were entitled,

not merely by the rights of nature, but by the moft

exprefs and folemn conventions.

In the year 1563, a law worthy to be infcribed

in letters ofgold on a table ofadamant, was enacted

at the Diet of Wilna, under the fanclion of Si-

gifmund Auguftus, the greateft of the Polifh Mon-

archs, declaring,
" that all thofe of the equef-

trian and noble orders, whether of Lithuanian,

Polifh, or Ruffian extraction, in every part of his

dominions, {ball be eligible to all honors, digni-

ties, and trufts, without distinction, or exception,

according to his merit, provided he profefs the

VOL. II. N Chriftian
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Chriftian religion." This law, while it continued

inTorcc, was productive of the moft falutary effects;

but the Crown of Poland too foon dcfcending to

weak and bigoted princes, the oppreffions of the

Diilidents recommenced in various forms. After

many vicillitudes of fortune, by the Pacification of

Oliva, A. D. 1660, their rights and privileges were

a length completely reftored, and guaranteed by

England, Sweden, and the other high contracting

parties to that famous treaty. Ncverthelefs, under

the two laft Mcnarchs of the Proteftant Houfe of

Saxony, who, in the genuine fpirit of apoftacy, were

eager to fignalize their zeal for the faith they had

fo recently embraced, Perfecution, which had long

mourned over her broken wheel, again reared her

gorgon creft; and notwithftanding the wifdom and

moderation of the prcfent Sovereign, and the pow-
erful interceflion of the Courts of Berlin, London,

and Peterfburg, the moft fevere and unjuft edicts

patTed againft them. Conceiving themfelves de-

voted to deftruction, they at length flew to arms,

and being fupported by the power of Ruffin, the

whole kingdom, divided into oppofite CONFEDE-

RACIES, became for a fucceffion of years a fcene

of the moft dreadful mifery and confufion : nor

would the blind rage characleriftic of civil and

religious difcord, permit the infatuated Poles to

perceive that, by thefe fcnfelels and horrid con-

tentions,
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tentions, they were exhaufting the vital ftrength

of their country, and offering themfelves up an

eafy prey to the rapacity of foreign invaders.

In an excellent memorial prefented by Mr.

Wroughton, the Englifli refident at Warfaw,
November 1766, the memorialift fays,

"
Although

the rights and privileges of the Diffidents are

founded on a doclrine whofe principles of charity

and benevolence make it characleriftic of Chrif-

tianity, yet it is this religion of which the exercife

is difturbed, and of which the profeflbrs are ex-

cluded from all honorable employ, and deprived of

all -means of ferving their country ; and the Am-
baffador urges, in the name of the King his mafter,

that with -regard to their ecclefiaftical and civil

rights, the Diffidents may be re-eflabliftied on the

facred foundation of the treaty of Oliva." Happy
would it have been had England herfelf adhered

to that wife policy which fhe fo earneftly recom-

mended to Poland. But while fhe was thus lau-

dably felicitous to extend the fliield of her protec-

tion to the Polifli Diffidents, (he forgot that her

own code of laws inflicled the moft cruel and op-

preffive penalties upon the fame clafs of citizens

within he'r own dominion; and that the Diffidents

of England alfo were the objects of a legal pro-

fcription. That the fame direful confequences

did not refult from thefe laws, was to be imputed

folely to that prevailing fpirit of lenity, characleriflic

N 2 *M
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till a recent period of the temper of the times>

which forbade or impeded their execution. If any

certain conclufion can be deduced from realbn y

experience, and the uniform tenor of hiftory, it is

that toleration in its fulleft extent is a principle irr

the highelt degree falutary -and beneficial ; and

that intolerance in any fhape or mode never yet

appeared without producing a correfpondent mea-

fure of animolity, difcord, and mifery*.

It is not to be imagined that Turkey, who re-

garded the growing greiitnefs of Ruffia with an-

xious and envious apprehension, could be fatisficd

to remain a mere fpeclator of the troubles in Po-

land* Repeated demands were made by the Porte

to the Court of Petersburg, to withdraw her armies

from the territories of the republic, and to maintain

that neutrality which the Porte itfelf had religioufly

obferved,

* On the theory and praSice of Government, unHafied by-

views of perfonal aggrandizement, there can be no greater au-

thority adduced than that of the King of Pruflia. On the fub-

je6l of Toleration, he fays,
" Des fombrespoh'tiques vous diront,

Tout le mnnde doit etre de la meme opinion, pour quc rien ne
ttevife les citoyens. Le theologien ajoute, Qmconque ne penfe

pas comme moi eft damn
;

il faut done les detruire dans ce monde

pour qu'ils profperent d'autant mieux dans 1'autre. Mais fi 1'on

remonte a Porigine de la fociete, il eft' tout-a-fait evident que te

Souverain n'a ancun droit fur la fa9on de penfer des citoyen
1

?.

Ne faudroit-il pas etre en DEMENCE pour fe figurer que dej

hommes ont dit a un homme leur femblable Nous vous eleven i
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obfervcd. Thefe remonftrances were either wholly

neglected, or produced only vague and evafive de-

clarations
; and in the frequent conflicts which

took place between the Ruffian troops and the

Catholic confederates near the borders of the Turkifh

empire, the rights of fovereignty were occalionally

violated, and many caufes of complaint occurred.

At length matters were brought to a crifis by the

feck of the town of Balta in Letter Tartary, to

which a party of the confederates had fled for re-

fuge, and which was immediately attacked and car-

ried fword in hand by the Ruflians, who maflacred

great numbers of the inhabitants. On receiving

intelligence of this event at Constantinople, M.

Obre-fcow, Refidcnt of the Court of'St. Peterfburg,

was at an extraordinary meeting of the Divan re-

quired to fign articles, importing Satisfaction for

the injuries fuftained, and the immediate withdraw-

ing of the Ruffian t-roops from Poland ; and on

au deflus de nous parceque nws jumons I'efclavage, & nous vous

donnons la puiflance de diriger nos penfees a votre volonte? lie

ont dit au contraire : Nous-avons befoin de vous pour maintenir

les loix auxquelles nous voulcms .tfbetr, pour nous gouverncr fage-

naent, pour nous.lefeadre. Du irefte, nous ejQgeons de vous que

vou8 refpeftiez notre liberte. V<^ila la fentence prononcee ;

JBLLE eft SANS APPEL; et jmpme celte tolerance eft fi avanta-

geufe aux focietes ou elle eft etablie qu'elle fait le bonheur de

i'Etat. Des que tout cuite, eft libre tout ie monde eft tran-

<juille : au lieu que la persecution a donne Hea aux guerres civiles

\es plus fanglantes, les plus longues, et les plus deftrudtives."

GEuvres de Frederic III. tome iv,

N his
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his refufal, the AmbafTador was committed (Oclobcr

1768) prifoner to the caftle of the Seven Towers.

The war which enfued between the two em-

pires exhibits an almoft continued feries oftriumphs

on the part of the Ruffians. After the reduction

of the provinces north of the Danube, the Ruffian

commander Marfhal Romanzoff pafied that great

river, and carried his victorious arms into the

kingdom of Bulgaria, where the Turkifh crcfcent,

elevated on the ruins of the Chriftian crofs, had

reigned for centuries unmolefted. By fea the ef-

forts of the Court of St. Peterfburg were no lefs

extraordinary. A fleet under Count OrlofF, with

many able Englifh officers on board, failing from

the Gulph of Finland in the fummer of 1770, en-

tered the Mediterranean, and totally defeated the

Turkifh fleet in the channel of Scio; the (battered

remains of which retiring for fafcty to the harbor

of Chefme, on the coaft of Natolia, were by means

of fire-fhips in the night after the battle entirely

deftroyed. The Turkifh Government was at the

fame time alarmed by a general revolt of the

Greeks in the Morea; by a rebellion in Egypt,
headed by the famous AH Bey; by another in

Syria, conducted by Chcik Daher ; and a fourth

in Georgia, under Prince Heraclius ; fo that the

enormous fabric of that unwieldy and ill-com-

pacled empire fecmed to totter to its fall. Thcfe

various infurrcclions were however finally fup-

prefledj
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prefTed, and a peace concluded with Ritfiia at

Kainardgi, July 1/74, on the humiliating terms

of ceding to Ruffia the whole country between

the Bog and the Nieper; of confenting to the

abfolutc independency of the Crimea; and of al-

lowing to the (hipping of Ruffia a free navigation

in all the Turkifh feas, including the pafiage

through the Dardanelles. The Grand Seignor

Muftapha III. did not live to the conclufion ofthis

difaftrous war. He afcended the throne of the

Ottomans, A. D. 1757, on *ne dea*h of his uncle

Ofman III. who had three years before fuccceded

his brother Mahomet V. The late Sultan Muf-

tapha, agreeably to the laws antiently e(labli(hed

in Turkey, was fucceeded, after an eventful reign

of fixteen years, by his brother Abdul-Harriet, or

Achmet IV.; Sultan Selim, eldeft fon of the late

Emperor, not having yet attained the age of ma-

jority.

During the continuance of this war, a grand pro-

ject was formed by the Courts ofVienna, Peteriburg,

and Berlin, originally fuggefted by the inventive ge-

nius ofthcKing ofPrulTia, for the partition ofPoland,

Different interviews had taken place between the

King and the Emperor at Neiffe in Silelia, Auguft

1 769,and atNeuftadt in Moravia the following yefcr,

in which mutual proteftations of regard and invio-

lable friendfhip were exchanged with the ufual

fmccrity of princes. The judgment patted by the

N 4 unerring
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unerring penetration of the Pruilian Monarch re-

fpecling the Emperor, was,
ts that with a difpofi-

tion to learn, he had not patience enough to be

intruded." On the acceffion of the Emprefs of

Ruffia to this confpiracy of Sovereigns, manifeftoes

were publiftied A. D. 1772, by all thefe powers,

ftating their claims and pretenfions to fuch pro-

vinces as happened to be moil commodious for

their purpofe, and lying contiguous to their own

territories. To Ruffia was allotted the whole

country weftward of the rivers Dwina and Nieper.

The Emperor feized upon a vaft tracl of land, ex-

tending from the frontiers of Moravia to the pro-

vince of Volhynia, and lituated in a direct courfe

to the northward ofHungary and Tranfylvania, on

which the pompous' appellations were beflowed

of the kingdoms of Gallicia and Ludomiria. The

whole of Royal Pruffia, with fome adjoining dif-

tricls ofGreat Poland, fell to the fliare ofthcKing of

Pruffia, all which he claimed as his clear and indif-

putable right; it being, as this Monarch was pleafed

to affirm in his manifefto, NOTORIOUS,
" that the

Kings ofPoland did many ages ago violently diffcife

the Dukes of Pomerania, the Dukes of Stettin,.

and the Dukes ofDantzick, his Majefty's anceftors,

of thofe dominions, which his Majefty, as fole heir

and univerfal fucceffor of all thefe Dukes, now fo

juftly and equitably reclaimed." In vain did the

King and Diet of Poland proteft againft thefe un-

heard-
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lieard-of claims, and extravagant pretenfions. la

vain did they appeal to all Europe, that the domi-

nions of the Republic were not only fecured to

them by the prescription of centuries, but were

guaranteed by the mod folemn treaties ; and that

fhould an act of fuch enormous perfidy and injuf-

tice be permitted or connived at, every principle of

public faith would be fubverted, and nations muft

hereafter acknowledge no other law than that of

force. The Diet was in the end compelled to ra-

tify thcfe claims : and at the fame time important

alterations were rriade in the Conftitution of the

Republic, by which the power of the Crown was

ftill farther reduced, particularly in the eltablillh-

ment of a Permanent Executive Council, in which

the Monarch prelided with only a fingle voice. All

thefe atrocious proceedings, fo nearly and deeply

affecting the balance of power on the Continent,

were viewed with apparent indifference by the

great Potentates of Europe ; particularly by Eng-

land, then intent on her defperate projects of

American fubjugation; although in latter times the

pofleffton of a fingle town * has been thought fo

materially to affect that balance, as to
juftify a war

for the fole purpofc of effecting its reftoration. A
grand alliance, projected by the Cabinet of Ver-

failles,, between the Courts of Verfailles, London,

* OCZAKOW.

Madrid,
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Madrid, and Turin, in order to counterbalance

that fubfitting between the Courts of Peterllnzrg,

Vienna, and Berlin, not meeting with encourage-

ment from England, perifhed in embryo.

. The iituation ofthe Scandinavian Courts yet re-

mains to be defcribed. Frederic V. King of Den-

mark, had departed this life January 1766. lie

was a juft, wife, and beneficent prince ;
the friend

and father of his fubjecls, by whom he was be-

loved with unfeigned ardor, and who bedewed his

monument with the tears of gratitude and affec-

tion. He was fucceeded by his fon Chriflian VII.

who in a fe\y months after his acceflion efpoufed

the Princcfs Carolina Matilda, youngcft lifter of

the King of England. Soon after this marriage

the young Monarch left his kingdom, actuated by

a-rejtjeis and roving delire of viliting foreign coun-^

tries.- In the year 1768 he arrived in England,

where he was entertained with great magnificence;

whence he pafled into France and Germany, and

did not return to his dominions till the following

year. The apparent weaknefs and incapacity of

the King, on his affuming the reins ofgovernment,

fufficiently demonftrated that he had gained no

valuable acceffion of knowledge by his late tra-

vels. A certain German phyiician, ofthe name of

Struenfee, who had attended the King abroad, had

acquired the entire afcendancy over him, and being

created a Count was placed at the head of affairs ;

:

' the
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the Minifters of the late King, Counts Bernftorf,

tj^lke,
&c. being previoufly difgraced. With the

ram prefumption incident to fudden and unmerited

profperity, this man attempted to introduce many
innovations into the government and police of the

kingdom, by which he made himfelf univerfally

odious. The very high favor in which he evidently

ftood with the Queen, alfo gave rife to imputations

little to the advantage ofher Majelty's character. At

length, by an unexpected and extraordinary Court-

revolution, conducted by the Queen Dowager
and her fon Prince Frederic, Struenfee and hi*

principal partifans were arrefted under the fanc-

tion of a warrant compulforily figncd bv the King.

The Queen herfelf was committed clofe prifoner

to the Caftle of Cronenberg, January 1772. In

the fequel, Struenfee fufTered
.
on a public fcaf-

fold ;
and the Queen, againft whom it was for

fome time a fubject ofdoubt whether a capital pro-

cefs ihoukl not be inftitutcd, was allowed, through

the powerful interpofition of England, to retire

from the Danifh dominions, and found an afylum.

in the city ofZell, where, after refiding fome years,

(lie died in neglect and obfcurity.

The events which pafled nearly at the fame

time in Sweden, were of a nature in a political

view far more important and interefting. High

difputes had for many years mbiifted between the

King and the Senate. At length, in confequcnce
of
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of a refufal of the Senate to convoke an extraordi-

nary Diet, which the King declared to be abfolut*-

ly neceflary to remedy the evils which diftracted

the State, an inftrument was figned by the King,

and delivered by the Prince Royal to the,different

Colleges of Juftice, of Finance, and of War, by

which the King notified to them in form, that un-

til the States were convoked he found himfelf ui>

der the neceffity of abdicating the government.

This was a meafurc of deep policy, and at the fame

time of great popularity, the Senate having ren-

dered themfclves universally pdious by the abufe of

the powers entrufted to them by the Conftitution.

The different Executive Departments of the State

refuting to act after this notification, the Senate

moft reluctantly convened the Diet, which met at

Norkioping in the month of April 1769. The
Secret Committee in a fhort time brought twenty-
four articles of accufation againfl the Senator-,

and allowed them forty-eight hours only to pre-

pare for their defence ; and they were in the rc-

faft degraded from their offices. The Court ncvcr-

thelefs failed in the grand point of effecting an

extenfion of its powers. On the queftion being

put,
" Whether it be proper to make any innova-

tions in the fundamental conftitution of the king-

dom," it was carried in the negative, in the Order

of Nobles, by 457 to 431 voices. The Orders of

Burghers and Pcafants alfo
feverally decided" againfl

any
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any alterations of the exifting political lyftem.

Things continued therefore nearly in the fame

ftate till the death of the King, which took place

early in the year 1771. He was fucceeded by his

fon, Guftavus the Third, who was at that period

abfent at the Court of Verfailles. On his return

to Sweden, he paffed fome days at Berlin ; and at

thefe two Courts the project of a Revolution in the

Government of Sweden was undoubtedly concert-

ed, although the King, in his letter to the States,

gave them the moft folemn afTurances, that he

would inviolably adhere to the Confutation or For-

mula of Government fettled in the year 1720. In

his fpeech at the opening of the Diet in June, he

declared, that he confidered it as his greatefl glory

to be the firft citizen of a free country ; and at

his coronation, which took place in the month of

February 1772, he not only took the cuftornary

oath, but, by a voluntary declaration, he formally

abfolved the States from their allegiance, ihould he

ever attempt any infringement of the capitulatiws

to which he had then fworn. All this however

was the refult of a ftudied and confummate hypo-

criiy. After a long train of the moft artful prepa-

rations, he at length determined, on the morning of

the 1 9th of Auguft 1772, to throw off the mafk.

Summoning the Officers of the Royal Guard, he

infmuated to them that his life was in danger from

the machinations ofthe Senators painted in ftrong

colors
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colors the wretched ftate of the kingdom, and de-

clared, that his only clefign was to banifh corrup-

tion, eflablifh true liberty, and revive the antient

luftre of the Swediflv name. " Will you," faid he,

" be faithful to me, as your forefathers were to

Guftavus Vafa and Guftavus Adolphus ? I will then

riik my life for your welfare and that of my
country." The Officers expreffing in warm terms

their attachment to the King, and their readincfs

to concur in his deligns, a detachment of grena-

diers was pofted with bayonets fixed at the door of

the Council Chamber, where the Senators were

actually engaged* in deliberation, to prevent all in-

grefs or egrcfs. Other principal Leaders of the

Ariitocratic party were allb at the fame time put

tinder an arreft ; and the King, mounting his

horfe, followed by his officers and foldiers, rode

through the ftreets of Stockholm, addrelTing him-

fclf to the innumerable crowds which were gather-

ed together, and protefting
" that he only meant to

defend them, and fave the country from ruin, and

that if they could not confide in him, he would

refign his fceptre and his kingdom." The deluded

people-, with loud acclamations, applauded his pa-

triotifm, and entreated him not to abandon them.

No fymptoin of refiftancc any where appeared ;

and the Diet being in a few days convened, the

King addrefled the States in a long harangue, in

which, after defcribing in forcible language the

diforders
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diforders and misfortunes in which party divifions

had plunged the nation, he ordered the new For-

of Government to be read, which he now

for their acceptance. By one article of

the new Confutation, the King was vcfted with

the power of aflembling and diflblving the States

at pleafure. By another, he was fo have the fole

difpofal of the Army, the Navy, the Finance?,

and all employments Civil and Military. By a

third, all exifting taxes were made perpetual; and

the King, in cafe ofprejpng neceffify, might impofe

new taxes till the States fhould be aflembled.

And by a fourth, the States, when af&mblcd,

were to deliberate only on thofe queftions which

the King thought proper to refer to them. The

Inflrument of Government being read, the King
demanded whether they approved of it ? Cannon

being planted in the court facing the Hall where

the States were aflembled, and matroiles (landing

over them with lighted matches, the Aflcmbljr

declared with one voice their entire aflent to the(e

articles ; and the oath of fidelity was immediately

adminillered to them. After which, Te Deuntvias

fung by his Majefty and the Aflembly, in devout

commemoration of this mod happy event. And

thus was a Revolution accomplished, which con-

veiled one of the moil limited Monarchies in Eu-

rope into one of the moft abfolutc, without fhed-

ding a linle drop of blood ; and the Nation at

large,
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large, which had been grievoufly opprefted under

the former Ariftocratic Conftitution, and which

had never attained to true and rational ideas of li-

berty, were delighted with the prefent change of

government, from which they hoped to enjoy tran-

quillity and fecurity at Icaft, if not the felicity and

advantages of political freedom.

It is now high time to revert to the more pro-

per fubject of the prefent hiftory, and to refume

the narration of military operations in America.

It has been before remarked, that the fiege or

blockade of Quebec, notwithstanding the difaf-

trous ifTue of General Montgomery's attempt, was

continued through the winter with aftonifhing

refolution by Colonel Arnold, who was afterwards

fuperfedcd by General Sullivan. Early in the

fpring, before the Americans could be joined by
their expected reinforcements, a naval armament

from Great Britain, confifting of the Ifis of 54

guns, accompanied by the Surprife frigate and

the Martin Hoop, forced their paffage through the

ice before the navigation of the St. Laurence was

deemed practicable. General Carleton, animated

no lefs than ftrengthened by the welcome and

feafonable fuccours they brought, immediately

inarched out in force in order to attack the Ame-
rican camp; but the bcfiegers, weakened by hard-

fhip and difeafc, and now altogether defpairing

of fucccfs, had already begun their retreat, aban-

doning
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doning their baggage, artillery and ftores, and di-

recting their march towards Sorel, which they

reached in a few days in a very ill condition. To-

wards the end of May, all the reinforcements be-

ing now arrived from England, a very great force

was collected in Canada ; the general rendezvous

of which was appointed at Trois Rivieres, half way
between Montreal and Quebec, about ninety miles

from each. General Burgoyne, who was fecond

in command, had orders to purfue the Continental

Army up the Sorel to St. John's. This poft was

now abandoned by the Americans, who retreated

in confufion to Ifle aux Noix, and from thence to

Crown Point. Montreal and Chamblee had beeri

alfb previoufly evacuated, and the garrifbns with

difficulty avoided being entirely cut off. Still the

Americans were matters of Lake Champlain, and

the greateft exertions were made by the Generals

Carleton and Burgoyne, to conftruc"t a number of

vefTels of mfficient force to give them that fuperi-

ority which Was eflential to the fuccefs of the ex-

pedition now meditated to the Southward ; and,

till this purpofe was effecled, military operations

were entirely fufpended in the province of Canada.

A itrong fquadron, commanded by Sir Peter

Parker, with about 3000 land forces on board.,

failed from Cork in the month of February, on

an expedition to the Middle or Southern Colo-

nies. The departure of this fleet was delayed by

VOL. II. a fin-
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a Singular circumftance. The Lord Lieutenant

of Ireland, Lord Harcourt, doubting his power to

permit the troops to leave the kingdom, a claufe

exprefsly authorifing him fo to do was inferted

in a bill then pending in the Parliament of Ire-

land. When the bill came to England, the

claufe was ftruck out with indignation, as imply-

ing an undue limitation of the prerogative. But

the Lord Lieutenant, conceiving himfelf pledged

by the King's word folemnly given to the Irifli

Parliament', refufed to permit the troops to em-

bark without leave of the Legislature ;
and a new

claufe was haftily inferted in another Bill, which

was tranfmitted and parled, though not without

great refentment againft the Lord Lieutenant,

who, on his arrival in England fome time after-

wards, met at Court with a very indifferent re-

ception.

On the 3d of May 1776, Admiral Sir Peter

Parker anchored off Cape Fear, where he was

joined by General Clinton ; and finding that m>

thing could be attempted with probability of fuc-

ccls in Virginia, it was determined to try the event

of an attack on the city of Charleftown, the ca-

pital of South Carolina ; and in the beginning of

Jane the whole fleet anchored off Charleftown

Bar. Prior to their arrival the city had been put

into a proper polture of defence
; and works

were created on Sullivan's Iflancl. mounted with

thirty
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tnirty pieces of cannon, in a very advantageous

fctuation for annoying {hips in their approach to

the town. The militia of the province were now

collected iii great numbers for the defence of the

metropolis, aided by feveral continental regiments,

and the whole were commanded by General Lee,

who had traverfed the whole extent of the con-

tinent with wonderful expedition, in order to put

himfelf at their head.

On the 28th of June, thfe Briftdl arid Ekperi-

ment, each of 50 guns^ fupported by feveral

fmaller (hips, had with fome difficulty crofted the

bar, and advanced to the attack of the fort on

Sullivan's Ifland, conftructed entirely of the pal-

metto, a foft and fpungy wood, in which a ball

entering is buried, arid makes no extended frac-

ture. A moft furious cannonade now began from

the fhipping, which was returned with equal fury

and much more effect from the fort. The fhips

were almoft torn to pieces, and the flaughter was

dreadful. During the conflict, the feamen looked

frequently and impatiently to fee the land forces

advance from Long Ifland, where they had fome

time before effected a landing, to Sullivan's Ifland,

from which it is feparated by a creek, in general

fordable, but at this time, through a long conti-

nuance of eaflerly winds, deep and dangerous to

attempt. The firing did not ceafe till evening,

when the {hips flipped their cables and withdrew

O 2 from
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from the fcene of action, after an engagement

fupported on both fides with uncommon fpirit

and vigor. The Actaeon, of 28 guns, having run

aground, was abandoned and fet on fire. Captain

Morris of the Briftol, after difplaying heroic va-

lor, received a wound which proved mortal. Cap-
tain Scott, of the Experiment, and Lord William

Campbell, late Governor of the Colony, who now

with great gallantry ferved as a volunteer on board

the fleet, were allb dangeroufly wounded, with

more than 200 men of the crews of thefe two

iliips only. Colonel Moultrie, the Commandant of

the fort, merits diflinguifhed mention, for the fkill

and cool determined valor with which he con-

dueled his defence. The defign on Charleftown

was, after this difafter, abandoned ; and Sir Peter

Parker immediately fet fail for New York.

It being now thoroughly afcertained, that the

utmoft lenity which America had to expect from

Britain was pardon upon unconditional fubmif-

fion, the minds of the generality of men through-

out the continent were by this time fully pre-

pared for a formal declaration of Independency.
North Carolina and Pennsylvania, which had long

oppofed this meafure, now fignified their concur-

rence. Maryland alone ftill difcovered fymptoms-
of reluctance. General Lee, in a letter written

at this time to a perfon of diitinction in that co-

lony, in terms very characteriftic of his ardent and'

7 fiery
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fiery difpofition, fays,
"

I know not whether, in the

whole courfe of my life., I ever read any thing

which fo much moved my pity and indignation as

the late declaration of the Convention of Mary-
land. They declare, they {hall efteem feparation

from Great Britain as the laft of misfortunes.

What ! when an attempt has been made to rob

you and your pofterity of your birthrights ; when

your fields have been laid wafte, your towns have

been burnt, and your citizens butchered; when

your property is feized and confifcated in all parts

of the world; when an inexorable Tyrant, an aban-

doned Parliament, and a corrupt pufillanimous

People have formed an hellim league to rob you
of every thing men hold moft dear

; is it poffi-

ble there fhould be creatures, who march on two

legs, and call themfelves human, who can be fo

dcflitute of fentiment, courage, and feeling, as

fobbingly to proteft, they fhall confider feparation

from thefe butchers and robbers as the laft of mif-

fortunes ?

"
Oh, I could brain you with your ladies' fans."

In purftiance, however, at length of inftruc-

tions tranfmitted from all parts of the province,

the Maryland Convention pafled a vote in fa-

vour of Independence ; and the Delegates of

all the Thirteen Colonies aflembled in General

Congrefs being now unanimous, the DECLARA-

TION of INDEPENDENCE was folemnly promul-

O 3 gate4
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gated on the 4th of July 1776. This famous

Declaration commences with the acknowledge-

ment,
" That refpect to the opinions of mankind

requires, that; when in the courfe of human events

it becomes neceflary for one people to difiblve the

political bands which have connected them with

Another, they fhould declare the caufes which im-

pel them to the feparation ; and they after! the

unalterable right of the People, whenever govern-

ment becomes definitive of thofe ends for which

it is inftituted, to form a new government on

principles moft likely to effecl their fafety and

happinefs. Prudence indeed will dictate, that go-

vernments long eftablifhed fhould not be changed
for light and tranfient caufes ; and all experience

hath {hewn that mankind are more difpofed to fuf-

fer while evils are fufferable, than to right them-

felves by abolifhing the forms to which they have

been accuftomed. But when a long train of abufes

and ufurpations, purfuing invariably the fame ob-

ject, evinces a defign to reduce them under abfo-

lute defpotifm, it is their right, it is their duty to

throw off fuch government, and provide new

guards for their future fecurity. Such has been

the patient fufferance of thefe Colonies, and fuch

is now the neceility which conftrains them to alter

their former fyftem of government. The Hiftory of

the prefent King of Great Britain is a hiltory of

repeated injuries and ufurpations; all having in di-

rect object the eftablifhment of an abfolutc'tyranny

over
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over thefe States." In proof of this afiertion, they

then proceed to enumerate the particulars of his

conduct in relation to America, and the oppreffive

and tyrannic acts of his reign. In conclufion they

fay,
" In every ftage of thefe oppreffions we have

petitioned for redrefs in the moil humble terms ;

our repeated petitions have been anfwered only by

repeated injuries. A prince, whofc character is

thus marked by every act which may define a ty-

rant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. WE
therefore, the Reprefentatives of AMERICA in Ge-

neral Congrefs aflembled, appealing to the Su-

preme Judge of the World for the rectitude of

our intentions, do, in the name and by the au-

thority of the good people of thefe Colonies, fo-

lemnly publifh and declare, That thefe United

Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE AND

INDEPENDENT STATES, and that they are ab-

folved from all allegiance to the Britifh Crown ;

and that all political connection between them and

the State of Great Britain is and ought to be to-

tally dnTolved : and in fupport of this declaration,

we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our

fortunes, and our facred honor."

This DECLARATION was received in every part

of the continent with the loudeft acclamations of

applaufe. Amongft the mofl enraptured in this

glorious moment of enthufiafin, was the heroic

and romantic Lee, who, at this period, writing to

O 4 Patrick
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Patrick Henry, Efq. Governor of Virginia, thug

exultingly exprefles himfelf :
" The reveries which

J confidered as mere golden caftlcs built in the air,

at length bid fair for being realized. We lhall

now moft probably fee a mighty empire eftablifhed

of freemen, whofe honor, property, and military

glories are not to be at the difpofal of a fceptred

tyrant, nor their confciences to be fettered by a

proud domineering hierarchy. Every faculty of

the foul will now be put in motion ; every fpark

of ability which every individual poflefTes will

now be brought forth, and form the common ag-

gregate for the advantage and honor of the com-

munity."

By advice of the new American Minifter, Lord

George Germaine, the chief command of the vaft

naval and military force now collected for the fub-

jugation of America was entrufted to the HOWES,
brothers of the gallant Nobleman who fo glori-

oufly fell in the defence of the Colonies in the for-

mer war at Ticonderoga.
"
AMERICA," faid the

Congrefs, in one of their public declarations,
"

is

amazed to find the name of HOWE in the cata-

logue of her enemies- fhe loved his brother." It

argued, however, very {hallow policy to make this

nomination under the idea that the found of a

once popular name would caufe America to waver

for a moment in her determination, or in the

flighteft degree remit her preparations of refift-

ance;
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ance : though it might indeed be reasonably quef-

tioned, whether men fuppofed not unfavorably

inclined to America, would be likely to make

exertions equally vigorous and ardent with others

not inferior in talents, who entertained no fuch

predilection. Lord Howe, who was anxious to

obtain an enlargement of his powers as Commit

lioner, in order to effect his favorite purpofe of

pacification, did not leave England till May, and

he then directed his courfe for Halifax, where he

arrived in June ; but found by a letter left for

him, that his brother, the General, was already

departed for New York ; to which place he in-

flantly proceeded without coming to an anchor,

and reached Slaten Ifland, the head-quarterts of

the General, on the i^th of July. Here, to his

inexpreffible chagrin, he was informed of the pub-
lication of the Declaration of Independency. His

Lordfhip, however, refolved to make an effort,

fuch as yet remained, for effecting an accommo-

dation, though fo limited were his powers, that

it was in fact of very immaterial confequence

whether his arrival preceded or fucceeded the

Declaration. On his arrival off the Coaft, his

Lordfhip had fent afhore by a flag to Amboy a

circular letter addreffed to the Governors of the

different Colonies, acquainting them with his ap-

pointment as Commiffioner, in conjun6lion with

the General, together with a Declaration to the

Inhabitants.
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Inhabitants. Copies of thefe papers were icni by

General Wafhington to the Congrefs, who imme-

diately refolved that they be publifhed in the

feveral Gazettes, in order that the good people

of the United States might be apprized of what

nature are the commiffions, and what the terms

with the expectation of which the infidious Court

of Great Britain has endeavored to amufe ancj

difarm them." Some days after this, Adjutant

General Paterfon was deputed by General Howe
with a mcflage to General Wafhington, ftating,

that the Commiffioners were inverted with great

powers, that they would derive the greateft plca-

fure from effecting an accommodation, and wifhed

this vifit to be confidered as the firft advance to-

wards that defirablc object. General Wafhington

replied,
"

that, by what had tranfpired, their

powers extended merely to the granting of par-

dons ; that thofe who had been guilty of no fault,

wanted no pardon ; and that they were only de-

fending what they deemed their indifputable

rights." Both fides now prepared fcrioufly for

action ; and the General, being joined by the

far greater part of his expected reinforcements,

found himfelf at the head of 30,000 veteran troops,

fupported by a formidable fleet, compofing to-

gether a far fupcrior force to any that had ever

before been fccn in the New World employed in

the fame fervice.

On
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On the aaci of Auguft 1776, the whole army

being re-imbarkcd, was fafely landed, under

protection of the (hipping, on the fouth-weftcrn

extremity of Long Ifland, an extenfivc and fer-

tile tracl ; on the oppofite fide of which, in view

oflhe ifland and city of New York, lay encamped,

near the village of Brooklyn, a large body of Ame-

ricans commanded by General Sullivan. His lines

extended on the left to the Ealt River, which fepa-

rated him from New York ; he was defended by
a marfh and an inlet of the fea called Gowan's

Cove on the right ; and to the rear ofthe encamp-
ment was an open bay, bounded by a frnall ifland,

known by the name of Governor's Ifland. Be-

tween the armies was a range of hills covered with

woqd, interfering the country from eaft to weft :

through thcfe hills are three pafles, one to the

weftvvard called the Narrows ; a fecond, on the

road denominated the Flat-bufli road ; and the

third bending to the eaft, called the Bedford road,

Befkles thefe there is a road leading round the

eaftern extremity of the hills to a plantation

called Jamaica. On each of thefe roads or pailes

the American General had placed a ftrong guard

of 800 men. General Howe, having formed his

plan, ftationed General Grant at the head of the

left wing, in a petition to guard the coaft, and, if

practicable, to force a pafTage through the Nar-

rows. General De Heifter, with the Heffians, was

ordered to takcpoftat the central pafs ofFlat-bufh.

About
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About nine in the evening of the '26th, the

main army, under the command of General Clin-

ton and the Lords Percy andCornwallis, marched

to the right, in order to gain the eaftern or Ja-

maica pafs, which, through the unaccountable,

negligence or cowardice of the officer appointed

to defend it, they accomplifhcd without delay or

difficulty. The way being thus open, the whole

army defcendcd by the town of Bedford into the

level country which lay between them and the

American lines. The aclion began early on the

morning of the ayth, by a warm cannonade on

the right of the American lines from the Generals

De Heifter and Grant ; the fhips of war in the

mean time attacking a battery at Red Hook, in

the rear of the American encampment, in order

to call off their attention from the left and centre,

where the real danger lay. The Americans hav-

ing taken a ftation fome miles diftant in front of

their camp, in order to oppofe the advance ofDe

Heifter and Grant, were fuddenly attacked by Ge-

neral Clinton in the rear, and immediately thrown

into the utmoft cqnfufion ; and, in the effort tore-

treat back to the lines of Brooklyn, great numbers

were killed or taken prifoncrs : amongll the latter

was General Sullivan, and ten other Field Officers,

and many were drowned or fuffocated in attempt-

ing to pafs the marfh. Upon the whole, a fignal

viclory was obtained with inconfiderable lofs ;
and

fuch
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fuch was the ardor of the Britifh troops, that

fcarcely could they be retrained by the too great

caution of their Commander from ftorming the

American lines, which would have been in all

probability quickly forced, in the consternation oc-

cafioned by the lofs of the battle. On the next day
the Britifh troops broke ground in form, at 600

yards diftance from the neareft redoubt, and the

fhips in the Bay waited only a fair wind to enter

the Eaft River, which would have effectually cut

off all communication between the Ifland and the

Continent. In this fituation no hope remained

but in a retreat, which was on the fucceeding

night effected, under cover of a thick fog, with

extraordinary filence, order, and fecrecy ; Gene-

ral Wafhington himfelf croffing over in perfbn,

and taking the conduct of the whole. On the

clearing up of the fog, the laft boats of the Ame-
ricans were feen palling the river, but out of reach

of the Englifh batteries ; and General Howe, whofe

hopes had been raifed to the higheft pitch, now

found no other advantage refulting from his victory

than the inglorious acquifition of the deferted

works of Brooklyn. Almoft immediately after this

tranfaction, General Sullivan was fent upon pa-

role, with a verbal meffage from Lord Howe to

the Congrefs, importing, that although he could

not at prefent treat with them in a legal character,

yet he was defirous of conferring with fome of the

Member?
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Members of that Aflembly in their individaat ca-

pacity ; informing them,
" that he, with the Gene-

ral, was inverted with full powers to compromife

the difpute between Great Britain and America^

on terms advantageous to both ; the obtaining of

which had detained him near two months, and

prevented his arrival before the Declaration of In-

dependency had taken place. If, upon the con-

ference, any probable ground cf accommodation

appeared, his Lordfhip added, that the authority

of Congrefs muft of courfe be fubfcqucntly ac-

knowledged, in order to render the compact com-

plete." The CONGRESS replied with republican

dignity, rather railing than lowering their tone in

confequence ofthe late defeat, that "
being the Re-

prefentatives of the free and independent STATES

ofAMERICA, they could nojt with propriety fend any
of their Members to confer with his Lordfhip

in their privatecharaclers; but that, ever defirous of

eftabliminn; peace on reafonable terms, they would

fend a Committee of their body, to know whether

he had any authority to treat with perfons autho-

rized by Congrefs, and what that authority is/*

The Committee appointed for this purpofe, Dr.

Franklin, Mr. John Adams, and Mr. Rutledge,

accordingly met Lord Howe upon Staten Iflarid

September 14, where they were entertained by

hisLordfhip with great politenefs; but in the report
of this conference, they fay,

"
that his Lordfhip's-

coinmiffioa
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commifiion appeared to them to contain no other

authority of importance than was comprized in

the Act of Parliament ; for, as to the power of en-

quiring into the ftate ofAmerica, and tranfmitting

the refult of fuch enquiry to England, they appre-

hend any expectation from the effect of fuch a

power would have been too precarious for Ame-
rica to have relied upon, had fhe continued in her

ftate of dependence." Thus all hope of fuccefs

in confequcnce of negotiation vanifhed, much to

the fatisfaction of the friends of American Indepen-

dence, who dreaded left the powers vefted in the

Commiflioners fhould have proved fo extenfive

as to create a ferious difference of opinion as to the

propriety of treating; but this the abounding pride

and deficient wifdom of the Englifh Court moil

effectually prevented. No fufpenfion of arms hav-

ing taken place, feveral fhips of war were previ-

ous to the conference fent up the Eaft and North

Rivers, which lave the coafls of the long and

narrow peninfula at the extremity of which the

city of New York is fituated. The army of Ge-

neralWafhington being ftationed, part in the en-

virons of the city, and part at Kingfbridge, on

the ifthmus which connects the peninfula with

the continent, apprehenfions were entertained that

the Englim General, by landing his forces in

the centre, would cut off the communication be-

tween them ; on which a refolution was taken, im-

mediately
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mediately to evacuate the city ; and on the acluaj

landing of the Britifti forces, the Americans retreat-

ed with precipitation and fomc lofs to Kingibridge,

where they had creeled ftrong works. The greater

part of the army were now re-embarked, and again

landed near Weft Chefter, with a view to gain the

rear of General Washington's encampriient, and

to enclofe him in his faftnefles on all fides. The
American Commander, alarmed by the remon-

ftrances of General Lee, who had recently joined

him, perceived the neceflity of making a grand

movement, in order to counteract this projecl ;

and immediately decamping with his whole army,-

took a new and ftrong portion at White Plains^

the deep river Brunx covering his front, and the

North River flowing at fomc diftance in the rear.

On the 28th of October, the royal army ad-

vanced in two columns within cannon-fhot of

the American lines ; and a part of the left wing,

croffing the river, attacked an advanced poft of the

American encampment, commanded by General

Macdougal, who was compelled to retreat with

lofs to the main army ; the right and centre, for-

tunately for the Americans, did not quit the ground
on which they had at firft formed. The next day,'

General Howe, obfervingthe American lines much'

ftrengthened by additional works, refolved to

defer the attack till the arrival of the troops

which had been left on York Ifland ; who joining

him
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Iiiin at the expected time, new difpofitions were

made for attacking the American lines on the laft

day of October, but incefTant rains prevented the

execution of his plan : and in the night of the id

of November, General Washington drew off his

troops, and took another and ftill flronger poli-

tion, amidft the woods and high lands bordering

on the North Caftle diftricl. General Howe, per-

ceiving that the nature of the country would not

admit of forcing the American Commander to an

engagement, made a fudden movement towards

Kingfbridgc, and unexpectedly inverted Fort

Wafhington, a itrong poft, which the Americans,

contrary to the earneft advice of General Lee, occu-

pied on the North River, oppolite to which was Fort

Lee on the Jcrfey fide. The commander of the

fortrefs refilling to furrender to the fummons of

General Howe, it was by an immediate and

vigorous alTault carried fword in hand, and more

than 2000 men made prifoners of war. On this

acquifition, Lord Cornwallis was detached with a

ftrong body of forces to form the inveftment of

Fort Lee, but found it already abandoned by the

garrifon, who retired with fuch precipitation as to

leave behind them their artillery, provilions, and

ftores. General Wafhington, who had palled the

North River with a view to the protection of the

province of Jerfey, now found himfelf compelled

to retreat with a very diminifhed force to Newark,

VOL. II. P whence
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whence he fell back on the approach of Lord

Cornwallis to Brunfwick, leaving Newark the very

morning that his Lordfhip entered it. As the van

of Lord Cornwallis's army advanced to Brunfwick,

by a forced march, December i, General Wafh-

ington retreated to Prince-town, having firft

broken- down the bridge creeled there over the

Rariton. As the orders ofhis Lordfhip were pofi-

tive not to advance beyond Brunfwick, he here fent

difpatches to the Commander in Chief, expreffing

fanguine hopes, that by a continued purfuit he

could entirely difperfe the army under General

Wafhington, and feize his heavy baggage and ar-

tillery before he could pafs the Delawar. But

General Howe would not revoke his order, fay-

ing only that he would join his Lordftiip immedi-

ately : but this junction did not take place till

after an important interval of feveral days, and the*

Americans were once more faved by the cold and

dilatory policy of the Englifh General.

On the 7th, Lord Cornwallis advanced to

Prince-town, which the Americans had fcarcely

quitted; and the van of his Lordfhip's army reach-

ed at midnight, December 8, the banks of the

Delawar, j uft as the rear-guard of the Americans

gained the cppofite fhore. Here a ceflation of the

purfuit became indifpenfablc, as no boats could be

procured for tranfporting the troops over that great

river. During this memorable retreat, General Lee,

at
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at the head of a confiderable body of troops,

had followed the track of Lord Cornwallis, but at

too great a diltance to be of any fervice to the

Commander in Chief. It feemed as if his proud
and envious mind, which could brook no luperi^

ority, would have been gratified by the total de-

feat and ruin of General Washington, to whom
he would, in all probability, have fucceeded as Ge-

neraliffimo of the forces of America. But it was

otherwife decreed, and an unlooked-for and un-

fpeakable mortification and difgrace awaited him.

While he lay carelefsly and without a guard at a

place called Bafking-ridge, intelligence of his fitu-

ation was communicated to Colonel Harcourt, who

inftantly formed a plan for capturing this able

officer, nyled by the Britiili army,
" the American

Palladium." With fuch addrefs and activity was

this project carried into execution, that the General

was feized by a party of light horfe, conducted by
the Colonel in the night of the I3th of December

1776, and carried fafely off to the Britifh Camp,

though feveral guarded polls and armed patroles

lay in their way. This capture caufed great exulta-

tion, and the prifoner was confined in the clofeft

manner. An offer being made by the Congrefs to

exchange fix Field Officers for the General, it was

anlwered, that General Lee, being a deferter from

his Majefty's fervice, did not come under the de-

nomination of a prifoner of war, nor was he en-

P 2, titled
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titled to the benefits of the cartel ; and the me-

nace ofretaliation alone prevented their proceeding

to the laft extremity againft him. During the

royal fuccefles in the Jerfcys, General Clinton, with

two brigades of Brililh and two of Hcflian troops,

with a fquadron of men of war, was detached to

the attack of Rhode Ifland which being in no

condition of defence, was abandoned to them with-

out refinance. It was taken poffeiTion of by Ge-

neral Clinton on the very day that General \Vafh-

ington eroded the Dclawar.

The affairs of America were now in the opinion

of many verging to a crifis ; for, though it might

reasonably be expected that the firft operations of

fo great a force as that now employed by Great

Britain would be fuccefsful in a certain degree, it

could frnrcely be imagined that fur.h a feries of

dilallcrs could happen in fo fliort a time. But the

event of the campaign, though now in appearance

brought very near to a termination, fhcwcd in a

ftriking manner the caprice of fortune, and the

folly of thofe who in a hazardous and dangerous
war rely on a conltant and uninterrupted tide of

fuccels. When General Wafhingtcm retreated

acrofs the Dclawar, he trembled for the fate of

America; and talked of retiring for fafcty with the

remains of his army to the recefles of the Alleg-

hahany mountains, expecting to have been imme-

diately followed by the Britifli forces. For, though
the



K. GEORGE III. 213

the boats were by a timely precaution removed to

the Pennfylvanian fhore, the neighbourhood fup-

plied ample materials, which art and induftry might
loon have conftructad into rafts and flotillas fuf-

ficient for the tranfportation of the troops. But it

was remarked by men ofdifcernment, that nothing
of the vaft or dcciiivc appeared in the plans of the

Englifh General, and the troops now in the full

career of fuccefs were ordered into winter canton-

ments, forming an exteniive chain from Brunfwick

to the Dclawar, and down the banks of that river

for many miles, fo as to compofe a front at the end

ofthe line looking over to Pcnnfylvania. General

Wafhington having perfect information ofthisdil-

pofition exclaimed in the fpirit of a vigilant and

liigaeious commander,
" Now is the time to clip

the wings of the enemy while they are fo fpread."

Very early in the morning of the a6th Decem-

ber (1776), a day purpofely
felecled on the fuppo-

iition that the preceding feftivity might favor the

project of furprife, General Wafhington crofted

the Dclawar, not without extreme difficulty from

the quantity of ice in the river, nine miles above

Trenton, and immediately began his march in the

midft ofa ftorm of (how and hail at the head of his

troops, which exceeded not three thoufand in num-

ber, and reached Trenton by day -break. Here

about one thoufand fix hundred men were fta-

tioned, clyefly. Hdlians, under the command of

P Colonel
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Colonel Rahl, who, being unfufpicious of danger,

\yere thrown into confufion at the firft attack. Co-

lonel Rahl himfelf being mortally wounded, the

diforder increafed, and abandoning their artillery,

they attempted to make their retreat to Prince-town;

but finding this impracticable, and being now over-

powered, and nearly furrounded, the three regi-

ments of Rahl, Lofsberg, and Knyphaufen, laid

down their arms, and furrendercd themfelves prifon-

crs ofwar, the remainder of the troops efcaping with

difficulty by way of Bordentown. In the evening

GeneralWafhington repaired the Delawar, carrying

with him the prifoners, their artillery, and colors,

and entered the city ofPhiladelphia in triumph. The

charm was now diflblved ; and it being found by

experience that the Europeans were not invincible,

great numbers of the Americans, who had deferted

their colors, again repaired to the ftandard of their

commander, who foon found himfelf at the head

of a confiderable army, in a condition once more

to crofs thp Delawar ; and Lord Cornwallis, who

was actually at New York in his way to England,
found himfelf under a, neceffity of returning to the

defence of the Jerfeys.

The Englifh General, approaching the Ame-
rican army ftrongly pofted near the town of Tren-

ton, made immediate difpofitions for an attack ;

but in the dead of night (January 2, 1777), Ge-

neral Wafhington filently withdrew his troops, leav-

ing
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ing fires burning in his camp, and the ufual patroles,

in order to deceive the enemy ; and by a circuitous

inarch arrived by fun-rife at Prince-town. Here the

fourth brigade of Britim troops, confifting of the

feventeenth, fortieth, and fifty-fifth regiments, were

polled under the command of Colonel Mawhood,
who had juft begun his march in order to join Lord

Cornwallis, when he fell in with the van-guard of

the American army. Though engaged with a far

fuperior force, the Colonel, at the head of his own

corps, with extraordinary gallantry fought his way

through the thickeft ranks of the enemy the

other regiments making feparate retreats by differ-

ent roads : they fuffered however very feverely in

this unequal conflict, and were in a great meafure

difabled for future fervice. General WaiLington

diilinguifhed himfelf on this occafion by fignal

exertions of perfonal valor. On this difal'icr,

Lord Cornwallis, finding himfelf out-manoeuvred

by hisantagonift, abandoned his Camp at Trenton,

and retired with precipitation to Brunfwick. The

licentious ravages ofthe foldiery, particularly of the

German mercenaries, during the time they were in

pofleffion of the Jerfeys, had excited the utmofl

rcfentment and deteftation of the inhabitants ; and

the fortune of war now feeming to run againft

them, the whole country rofe in arms : the Militia

collected in large bodies, and the Britifh troops were

everywhere attacked with fuccefs at Woodbridgc,

P4 at
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at Elizabeth-town, at Newark ; and the royal

troops retained only the two pofts pfBrunfwick and

Amboy, both holding an open communication with

New York by fea. In the detail of military ope-

rations, the civil tranfactions which took place dur-

ing the campaign mufl not be fuffcred to efcape

our attention.

On the i Qth ofSeptember (1776), the Commif-

fioncrs of the Crown, Lord Howe and the General,

caufed a proclamation to be published, promifing

in his Majefty's name a revifion of all fuch inltruc-

tions as might be conftrued to lay an improper re-

ilraint on the freedom of legiflation in the Colo-

nies, and alfo to concur in the revifal of fuch Acts

by the operation of which they might think them-

felves aggrieved. Though it was impoflible to

conjecture what was really meant by a promife fo

vague, had a declaration of this nature been made

with good faith at an earlier period of the difpute,

it might doubtlcfs have been attended with happy
effects ; but when a civil war had actually com-

menced, to indulge the moil: diftant idea that the

Americans would lay down their arms on the mere

promife of a revifion of the Acts of that govern-
ment whofe authority they had renounced, was an

idle and puerile expectation.

In the month of October the inhabitants of the

city and ifland ofNew York, then in the pofieflion

of the Engliflj, prefented a petition to the Commif-

fionersj
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iioncrs, figncd by nine hundred and forty-fix names,

declaring their allegiance to the King, and their

acknowledgement of the Coiiftitutional Supremacy
of Great Britain ; and praying to be reitored to his

Majefty's peace and protection. This petition was

followed by another ofa ffmilar kind from Queen's

County, in Long Ifland ; but the example afforded

little encouragement to others, when it was ob-

ferved that thefe petitions were wholly unavailing ;

nor were they ever reftored to the rights which

they had been flattered by the proclamation with

the expectation of regaining. On the 3oth of

November another proclamation was publifhed by
the Commiffioners, offering a pardon and indem-

nity to all perfons who fhould within the fpace of

fixty days furrender themielves to any of his Ma-

jefty's general officers, admirals, &c. and fubfcribe

a declaration of loyalty and obedience. This pro-

clamation being iffued during the high tide of fuc-

cefs attending the royal arms, very many perfons,

timid or treacherous, fubfcribed the declaration

accordingly ; but at no time did the Congrefs dif-

cover any fymptoms of irrefolution. They re-

moved indeed their feffion from Philadelphia to

Baltimore, in Maryland, where they adopted very

vigorous mcafures both of offence and defence.

They declared the property of the fubje&s of Great

Britain taken on the high fcas to be lawful prize :

they refolvcd upon railing eighty-eight
battalions

to
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to ferve during the war ; they nominated three of

their body, ofwhom Dr. Franklin was one, Com-

miffioners to the Court of Verfailles, to folicit aid

and afliftance, and to propofe the plan of a treaty

of friendfhip, commerce and alliance ; they en-

larged the powers of their general, vefting in him

a kind of dictatorial authority for the fpace of fix

months ; aad they refolvcd that all bills of credit

emitted by Congrefs fhould pafs current in all

tranfa&ions, and whoever refufed to receive the

fame in the common courfe of payment fhould be

deemed an enemy to the liberties of America, and

fhould be treated accordingly. SUCH was the Hate

of America at the termination of the campaign
of 1776, which, though late in its commencement,

and fhort in its duration, abounded in action, and

exhibited viciflitudes offortune lingularly important

and interefting.

The intelligence of the fuccefies attending the

Britifh arms on Long Ifland and at new York

reached England fome time before the meeting of

Parliament, which was convened Oclober3i, 1776.

In his fpeech from the Throne, the King, with un-

guarded and undignified intemperance oflanguage,
informed the two Houfes,

" that fo daring and

defperate was the fpirit of thofe leaders whofe ob-

ject has always been dominion and power, that

they have now openly renounced all allegiance to

the Crown, and all political connection with this

country ;
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country ; they have rejected, with eircumftances of

indignity and infult, the means of conciliation held

out to them, and have PRESUMED to fet up their

REBHLLIOUS CONFEDERACIES 3S INDEPENDENT

STATES. If their TREASON be fuffered to take

root, much mifchiefmuft grow from it to the pre-

fent fyftem of all Europe." His Majefty was hap-

py to inform them,
" that the fuccefles already

obtained had been fo important as to give the

ftrongeft hopes of the moft decifive good confe-

quences ; but, notwithflanding this fair profpecl:,i c

was neceflary at all events to prepare for ANOTHER

CAMPAIGN." Addrefles, the echo of the fpeech,

were brought forward in both Houfes ; but an

amendment, which was in reality another addrefs

in a
totally different ftrain was moved by Lord

John Cavendiih in the Houfe of Commons, and

the Marquis ofRockingham in the Houfe of Lords,

conta-ining a mafterly recapitulation of the mani-

fold errors ofthat fyftem, which had caufed the en-

tire alienation, and at length the open revolt, of fo

large a part of his Majefty's once loyal and affec-

tionate fubjects. It concluded with the obferva-

tion,
" that a wife and provident ufe of the late

advantages might be productive of happy effects,

as the means of eftablifhing a permanent connec-

tion between Great Britain and her Colonies, on

principles of liberty, and terms of mutual benefit."

" We fhould look," faid this truly excellent and

admirable
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admirable addrefs,
" with fhame and horror on any

events that fhould bow them to an abject and un-

conditional fubmiffion to any power whatfoever

annihilate their liberties, and fubclue them to

fervile principles and paffive habits by the mere

force of foreign mercenary arms."

The fpeeeh from the Throne, under the efta-

blifhed and decorous pretext of its being the fpecch

of the Minifter, was treated with the molt con-

temptuous and farcaftic feverity.
"

Where," it

was afked,
" are thofe mighty leaders to be found

xvhom the Americans obey fo implicitly, and

who govern them with fo dcfpotic a rule ? They
have no grandees among them ; their foil is not

productive of nobility ; in no country arc there

in fact fo few individuals poflefled of a command-

ing or cxtenlive influence ; the Prefulent of their

fupreme Afiembly is a merchant ; the General

of their armies a private gentleman. Nothing
could be more evident than that a lenfe ofcommon

danger and of common fuffering had driven them

to the nccefiity of creating leaders, who were pof-

fefled only of fuch powers as the people had thought

it expedient to entruft them with." In the fame

fpirit of FALSEHOOD it is afferted,
" that the Ame-

ricans had rejected with circumftanccs of indignity

and infult the terms of conciliation offered them."

The truth was, that no terms had been offered

them but the offer of pardon on unconditional fub-

niiffion,
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miffion, which the Minifters well knew they would

never accept ; nor was even this mock offer made

till the whole fyftem of 'irritation and oppreffion

was completed by the injuftice and cruelty of the

Capture Act, by which they were put out of the

protection of the law, and their property held out

as common fpoil. The pofition in the fpeech, fo

undeniably true,
" that no people ever enjoyedgreater

lappinefs, or lived wider a milder Government, than

tbefe now revolted Colonies" implied the fevereft

cenfure on thofe who had fo wantonly and wick-

edly departed from a lyftem which had produced

fuch noble and wonderful effects. The expecta-

tion of unanimity from the prefcnt iituation of af-

fairs was, however, faid to be of all the parts of this

extravagant fpeech the mod ridiculous. " What !

lhall we at lalt concur in meafures^ becaufc all the

mifchiefs which we originally predicted have ulti-

mately rcfulted from them ? Have Minifters the

unparalleled effrontery to call upon us to give OUR

fanction to that fatal fyftem which wre in vain

warned and implored them to fhun, and which, if

perlilted in, muft terminate in utter ruin?" On a di-

vifion, the amendment was rejected in the Houle

ofCommons by a majority of 242 to 87, and in the

Houfeof Peers by 91 to 26, fourteen ofwhom joined

in a proteft, in which the propofed amendment was

verbatim inferted, in order that it might remain as a

perpetual memorial on the Journals of that Houfe.

In
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In a few days after the addrefles were prefented>

Lord John Cavendifh, exhibiting in the Houfe a

printed paper, purporting to be a proclamation of

bis Majefty's Commiffioners in America, called

upon Minifters to inform him as to the authenticity ,

of it. Thjs being acknowledged, his Lordfhip cx-

prefled in the ftrongeft terms his aftonKhment at

the contempt and indignity offered to the Houfe,

who, through the medium of a common ncwfpaper

only, were at length informed that they ftand en-

gaged to America to undertake a reviiion of all

thofe laws by which the" Americans had conceived

themfelvcs to be aggrieved. Notwithstanding the

refentment he felt as a Member of the Houfe at

this ministerial infolence of conduct, his Lordfhip

faid that he felt a dawn of joy break in upon his

mind at the bare mention of reconciliation, what-

ever color the meafurcs might wear that led to fo

defirable an event. The great object of reftoring

peace and unity to this diftra&ed empire out-

weighed fo far with him all other prefent confidera-

tions, that he not only would overlook punfiilios

on this account, but even fuch matters of real im-

port as would upon any other occafion call all his

powers into action. On thefe grounds his Lord-

fhip moved,
"
that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf

into a Committee to confider of the revifal of all

Acls ofParliament by which his Majefty's iubje<3s

in America think themfelvcs aggrieved." The

Minifters,
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Minifters, though thrown by the fnrprife of this

motion into fome perplexity, alleged in their vin-

dication,
" that the paper in queftion was not of

fufficient moment \Q be laid before Parliament, being
no treaty nor part of a treaty, but barely a prelimi-

nary which might pofiibly lead to one. That a

public proclamation, fubmitted to the general in-

fpection upon the walls and houfes of New York,

could not however be intended to be kept from the

knowledge of Parliament; and they conceived the

authority exercjfed by the Commiffioners to be al-

ready delegated by the Act under which they de-

rived theirpowers that, as to the motion itfelf, they

conceived it to be highly improper, as tending to

difgrace the Commiffioners, and defeat their en-

deavors to obtain the mofl advantageous terms

for this kingdom. They alfo infiftcd, that, until the

fpirit
of independency was effeclually fubdued, it

would be idle and futile to enter upon any re-

vifions ; but from our late fuccefles there was little

room to doubt but that the cruel thraldom in which

the people of America were held by the Congrefs

would be quickly diflblved, and that America would

return to her duty with more eagernefs and alacrity

than fhe had entered into this revolt ; and that

then would be the time to talk of legiflative regu-

lations for their future government."

This language kindled anew the indignation of

the Oppofition.
" That the moil important paper

9 published
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publifhed in the courfe of this controverfy, con-

taining proportions of conciliation in which the

Houfe were parties fo nearly concerned, ihould

not be thought offufficient moment to be laid before

them, was treated as an incredible extravagance ;

and to pretend that the Commiffioners were al-

ready authorized to engage for the revifion of the

laws in queftion, was a palpable fallchood. The

Act by which they were appointed empowered them

only to grant pardons, and enquire into grievances;

and the concurrence of the Houfe was abfolutely

neceflary to give effect to the proclamation. If

the Minifters oppofed fuch concurrence, it was evi-

dent that the offer was a branch of that infidious

and treacherous fyflcin by which they aimed to

divide, while, by their fleets and armies, they were

endeavoring to deftroy and exterminate the Co-

lonies. To fay that this proclamation was not in-

tended to be kept from the knowledge of Parlia-

ment, w?as a mockery of Parliament ; for how could

the Members of that Houfe be fuppofed acquaint-

ed with the papers polled up in the fi reels of New
York ?" But the doctrine they mofl of all repro-

- bated, was, that an abfolute and unconditional re-

nunciation of American Independence mult pre-

cede the revifion of the laws in queilion, or any
redrefs of grievances whatever. "

Upon what pre-

cedent," laid they,
"

is this horrid maxim founded ?

or what code of hiliory or policy have our Minif-

ters
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ters made the rule of their prefent conduct ?

Philip II. of Spain, who was in his day conlidered

as the moil gloomy and unrelenting tyrant in Chrif-

teridom, adopted a wifer and more moderate po-

liey. In his wars with the revolted provinces of

Holland; he repeatedly promifed, in terms the mod

explicit and pofitive, the complete redrefs of all

their grievances, without requiring a previous re-

nunciation of their independence. But the doc-

trine now broached was a doclrine which led to

the laft extremities of human mifery. It was a

condition which could not be enforced without

the effufion of oceans of blood, and in fact it was

holding out to A.merica the option only of SLA-

VERY or DEATH." The motion, after a long and

paffionate debate, was negatived by a majority of 62

voices ; and from this time many of the Oppofition,

chiefly of the Rockingham party, abfented them-

felves from the Houfe, and a clear field was left

during the greater part of the feffion to the Mini-

ftcrs the vaft fupplies demanded by them being

granted in almoft empty houfes, without examina-

tion or debate.

A gloomy filence prevailed, and Miniilers in the

height of their parliamentary triumphs were ill able

to counterfeit the external appearances of fatisfac-

tlon. The Members of the Seceffion, in vindica-

tion of themfelves, urged
" that there was no fav-

ing a people againft their will ; that they had for

VOL. II. Q a fuc-
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a fucceflion of years apprized and warned the na-

tion of the dangers attending thofc ruinous mea-

furcs which it was purftiing, and of the fatal pre-

cipice that muft terminate this mad miniilerial

career it was too degrading" to be the continual

instruments of oppoling the ineffcclive weapons of

reafon and argument to a fyftem of pre-determined

irritation and violence that as good and bad fuc-

cefs vrere equally urged, and alike admitted, as mo-

tives for a preieverance in this courfe, it was not

the part of wifdenn to ftrive with impoilibilities, Of

to draw upon themfelves the odium of their fellow-

citizens by an ineffectual attempt to ferve them

that they would therefore referve their exertions

for a feafon when the prefcnt national delirium

had fo far abated as to afford fome hope of advan-

tage."

Soon after the recefs the Minifler, depending

perhaps on the. prefent indilpofition of the minority

to contell any point whatever with the Court, in-

troduced a bill to enable his Majefly to fecure and

detain per^ns charged with or SUSPECTED of the

crime of High Treafon- committed in America, or

on the High Seas. With fuch negligent latitude,

or, to fpeak more juftly, with fuch treacherous ar-

tifice of conftruclion, was this bill framed, that, by
the enacling dailies, the Crown was enabled, at. it*

fkafure, to commit- any perfon refident in any part

of theBritim dominions tociulody, without bail or

mainprize,
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mainpfize, under his Majcfty's fign manual, in any

place of confinement iituate in Great Britain or

ELSEWHERE. For though the act of treafon, ac-

cording to the propofed bill, muft be committed in

America, the Crown lawyers and the King sfriends

maintained, and cafes were quoted to prove, that

fuch treafonablc acl: might be perpetrated by per-

fons who had never been out of the kingdom, if its

operation could be fubfequently fhewn to extend

to America. Thus was the Habeas Corpus Acl, v

that great bulwark of Britifh liberty, completely

annihilated by a vile and infamous conftruction of

law, which left it in the power of the Crown to

apprehend on the flighteft fufpicion, or pretence of

fufpicion, any individual againft whom the venge-

ance of the Court was meant to be direcled^ and

to convey them beyond the feas to any of the gar-

rifons in Africa or the Indies, far from all hope or

poffibility of relief. The alarm occafioned by this

bill brought back the Members of the Oppofition

to the Houfe, and a moft rcfolute, vigorous, and

animated rcfiftance was made to it in every ftage

of its progrefs. At length the Minifter, who really

appears not to have been thoroughly apprized of

the nature of the bill, and of the dreadful extent of

the powers veiled by it in the Crown, frankly and

explicitly difavowed as to himfelf all dcfign of ex-

tending the operation of the bill beyond its open

and avowed objedls. He faid,
"
that the bill was

Q 2 intended
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intended for America, and not for England; thaf,

as he would alk for no1

pov.'er that was not wanted,

Jo he wonlcJ Icon* to* receive it by any coveit

means: and that, far from wrfhing to effablifh an/

unconltitutional precedent, he neither fought nor

xvifhedany powers tcr be vcftcd in the Crown or its

JNlini tiers wlii'ch were capable of being employed
to bad or oppreflivc purpofes." He therefore agreed

to receive the amendments propofed; the principal

of which were in fubftancc : i. That the claulc

empowering his jMajcftv to confine fach perfbns as

might be apprehended under this acl in any fart of

bis domhriom,
'

fnould be modified by the infertion

of the words,
" within the realm;" and 2dly, That

an additional dautc or provifo be mferted,
" thaf

nothing in this adl (hall be conftrucd to extend

to perfons rcfidcnt in Great Britain." Thefe con-

ceffions gave extreme offence to the Jec-ders of the

High Prerogative party, who had zealoufly de-

fended the bill in its original ftate, and who now

exclaimed,
"

that they were deferted by the Mr-

nifter in a manner which fcemcd calculated to dif-

graee the whole meafure, to conhrm all the charges
and mi-mites of their adverfaries, and to- fix all the

odium upon them." And it was indeed fufficient-

ty evident from the whole condud f the bufinefs,

tha-t the Minifter, on this as on other occafions, was-

not admitted into the imnoft recefles of the RoyaS
Cabir/et.

Ou
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On the Qth of April 1777, a mciluge was deli-

vered by the Minifier from the Ki.ng, in which

his Majefty ospreffed his .concern in acquainting

tbc Houie with the difficulties he labored under

from the debts incurred by cxpenccs .of the Civil

Government, amounting .on the ^th .of January

preceding to -upwards of 600,000!. And the

Houfc on this meflage rcfolving itfelf into n Com-

mittee of Supply, the Minister moved,
" That the

Jum of 618,000!. be granted, to enable his Ma-

jefty to difehargc the debts of the Civil Govern-

ment; and that the fum of iop,opol, per annum,

Over and above the .fmn of 8po,oool. be granted

as a farther proviiion for the fame." This gave
rife to a vehement dcbajte, Ijt was affirmed to be

a meafure of the grqflcft impropriety and inde-p

cency to bring forward fuch a demand in fuch a

feafon of national dilirefsand calamity ; when bur-

dens arp accumulated upon burdens, to tell a

people already finking under their load, that the

grandeur of the Crown is not fufficiently fup-

ported; and that an increafe of taxes is neceflary

in order to increafe its fplendor! But even this

plea, however inadequate to the j unification of

Minifters, was far remqte from the truth. It was

notorious that the debt had been incurred in car^

r\ ing on and fupporting a fyftem of corruption ; in

pbtaining that baneful and unbounded influence

Wljieh, had fwept every thing before it ; which had

Q 3 brought
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brought the nation to the brink of dcftrudtion,

and had deprived us in a very great meafure of all

the benefits derived from a limited government.

The harfh and flcrn voice of Prerogative was in-

deed no longer heard ; but the danger was much

greater from the filent progrefs of a malady, which,

though flower, was far more, certain. They faid,

that the debts of the Crown had been not many

years iince difcharged without account, to the

amount of more than half a million. What is the

confequence ? Another and larger demand is made,

and a vaft annual increafe aikecl, without even the

wretched fccurity of Ministerial promife, that new

debts will not be contracted, and new augmenta-
tions demanded. They obfervecl, that, on a com-

parifon of the expenditure of the laft eight years,

with a limilar period terminating the reign of the

late King, the cxcefs of the article of Penlions

would be found to amount to 213,000!. and that

the increafe in the article of Secret Service was

yet more enormous. In two lines, only, the fums

of 171,000!. and 114,000!. were charged for fecrct

fervices, ifTiied under the direction of the Secreta-

ries of the Treafury. That money thould be enr

trufted to the Secretaries of State, for the purpofe
of procuring foreign intelligence, muft doubtlefs be

acknowledged neceffhry ; but that the fubordinate

officers of the Treafury, who can have no public

connection beyond their own office, fliould be the

2. avowed
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avowed irrefponfible agents for the unlimited dif-

pofal of the public money, was indeed alarming;

and left no room for doubt as to its dclign or ap-

plication. Above half a million was ftated under

the head of the Board of Works, though no one

could conjecture on what palace, park, garden,

or royal work of any kind the money had been

expended ;
nor were any vouchers produced by

which the Houfe could form a judgment of the

propriety of any branch of the expenditure. It

appeared only upon the whole, that under every

head the expence was infinitely increaied, while

the external fplcndor of royalty was in the fame*

proportion dimiuifhed. The accounts laid upon
the table ftated the annual allowance for the

privy purfe to be railed from 48,000!. in the late

reign to 6o,oool. and, what was much more extra-

ordinary, it appeared that the Queen's privy purfe

was fixed at 50,000!. although Queen Ann, reign-

ing as Sovereign in her own right, had contented

herfclf with an allowance of 20,000!. Such never-

thelefs was the unlimited .complaifance of Parlia-

ment, that the demands of the Minifter were

granted almoft without the formality of a divifion*.

* " When we fee," fays a humorous writer,
" the print of

GARAGANTUA, that hasa mouth as large as an oven, and fwallows

at one meal twelve hundred pounds of bread, twenty oxen, a hun-

dred fheep, fix hundred fowls, fifteen hundred hares, two thoufand

quails, a thoufand barrels of wine, fix thoufand peaches, &C,

c. &c. who does not fay : THAT is the mouth of a KING?"

Q 4 The
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The oppofuion ip the Houfe of Lords wa$

equally unavailing. The bill was, however, ac-

companied with a ilrong proteil ; but the moll re-

markable circumftance attending it, was the fpecch

made by the Speaker of the Houfe ofCommons to

his Majefty, on prefenting it a few days afterwards

for the royal afTent.
" In a time, SIRE," faid he,

V of public diftrefs, full of difficulty and danger,

their Conftituents laboring under burdens almofc

too heavy to be borne, your faithful Commons,

poftponing all other bufinefs, haye not only

granted tp your Majefty a large prefent fupply,

but alfq a very great additional revenue, great

Beyond example, great beyond your Majefty 'a

higheft expcnce ; but all th.is, SIRE, they have

done in the well-grounded confidence, that ypu will

apply wifely what they have granted liberally."

The countenance of the King plainly indicated

how little acceptable was this unexpected liberty.

On the return of the Speaker and the attendant

Members, the thanks of the Houfe. were ncver-

thelefs immediately voted him ; yet not without

exciting the fecret a.nd acrimonious refentment

of the King's friends, or Prerogative party ; one

of whom, Mr. Rigby, tqok occafion in a fub-

fequent debate to arraign the condu& of the

Speaker with unufual vehemence, as conveying
little Icfs than an infult on the King, and as

equally mifreprefcntiqg the fcnfe of Parliament
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,and the ftate of the Nation. The fentiments de,-

livercd at the bar of the other Houfe, he faid>

were not thofc of the Houfe of Commons ; he for

one totally difclaimed them ; and he had no doubt

but the majority of the Houfe thought with him.

The Speaker appealed to the vote of thanks which

had been panned, as a proof that he had nqt been

guilty of the mifreprefentation imputed to him ;

and the Miniftcr, uneaiy at the altercation, inti-

mated his wifti that the fubjecl: might not be far-

ther difcufled. But Mr. Fox, immediately riling,

declared,
"

that a feriops and direut charge hav-

ing been brought, the queftion was now at iffiie.

Either the Speaker had mifreprcfented the fenfe

ofthe Houfe, or he had not. He (hould therefore,

in order to bring this queftion to a proper and

final decifion, move, that the Speaker of th

Houfe, in his fpeech to his Majefty at the bar of

the Houfe of Peers, did exprefs with jnft and pro-

per energy the fentiments of this Houfe." The

Speaker himfclf declared,
" that he would fit no

longer in that Chair than he was fupported in

the free exercife of his duty. He had difcharged

what he conceived to be his duty, intending only

to exprefs the fenfc of the Houfe ; and from the

yote of approbatipn with which he had been ha-

nored, he had rcafon to believe, he was not charge-r

able with any mifreprefentation." The Miniftera

pow fpur,c! th,em.felycs invqlyecj in a moil unplea-

fnat
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fant dilemma, and in preffing terms recommended

the withdrawment of* the motion. This being po-

fitively refufed, Mr. Rigby moved for the Houfe

to adjourn. But the Houfe appearing evidently

fcnfibleof the degradation which its dignity mutt

fuftain from any affront offered to the Chair, he

at length thought fit in fome degree to concede ;

and profeiTed,
te that he meant no reflection upon

the character of the Speaker, but that what he

had faid was the mere expreffion of his private

opinion, and the rcfult of that freedom of fpccch

which was the right and privilege of every Mem-
ber of that Houfe., without rcfpccl of pcrfons ; and

that, if what he had advanced was not agreeable

to the fenfe of that Houfe, he would readily with-

draw his motion of adjournment :" which being

done, Mr. Fox's motion was unanimoufly carried ;

and, to complete the triumph, the thanks of the

Houfe to the Speaker for his conduct in this affair

were alfo moved, and agreed to without oppofi-

tion.

The feilion being now near its clofe, Lord Chat-

ham, unwilling that it fhould pafs over without

fome public tcllimony of his unutterable abhor-

rence of the war which now diftracled and con-

yulfed the empire, and of the principles and con-

duel of thofe men whole weak and wicked coun-

fels had involved the nation in its prefcnt calami-

ties., attended the Houfe of Peers on the 3oth of

May,
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May, wrapped in flannels, and bearing a crutch

in each hand. At the rifk of his health, and per-

haps of his life, this great Statefman prefented him-

felf thus opprcffed with infirmities, for the pnrpofe

of moving their Lordfhips, who had been previ-

oufly fummonerl,
" That an humble Addrefs be

prefented to his Majefty, mofl humbly to advife

his Majelly to take the moil fpeedy and effectual

meafures for putting a flop to the prefent unnatu-

ral war againfl the Colonies, upon the only juft

and folid foundation, namely, the removal of

accumulated grievances." His Lordfhip faid, that

he had at different times made different propofi-r

tions, adapted to the circumflances in which they

were offered. The plan contained in the former

bill was at this time, he confefled, impracticable.
" The prefent motion will open the way for treaty.

It will be the harbinger of peace, and will convince

the Americans, that Parliament is fincerely dif-

pofed to reconciliation. We have tried for un-

conditional fubmiffion -let us now try what can

be gained by unconditional reclrefs. The door of

mercy has been hitherto fhut againfl them
; you

have ranfacked every corner of Germany for boors

and ruffians to invade and ravage their country ;

for to conquer it, my Lords, is irnpoflible you
CANNOT do it. I may as well pretend to drive

them before me with THIS CRUTCH. I am expe-

rienced in fpring hopes and vernal promifes, but

at
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at lad will come your equinoctial difappointment.

But were it practicable by a long continued courfe

of fuccefs to conquer America, the holding it in

fubjeclion afterwards will be utterly impofiible.

No benefit can be derived from that country to

this, but by the good will and pure affeclion of the

inhabitants : this is not to be gained by force of

arms ; their affeclion is only to be recovered by
reconciliation and juftice. If Mini tiers are found-

ed in faying, that no engagements are entered

into by America with France, there is yet a mo-

ment left ; the point of honor is dill fafe ; a few

weeks may decide our fate as a. nation. Were
America differed to form a treaty with Franco,

we fhould not only lofe the immcnfe advantages

refulting from the vad and increasing commerce

of our Colonies, but thofe advantages would be

thrown into the hands of our heredilary enemy.

America, my Lords, is now contending with

Great Britain under a JVIASKED BATTERY of

.France, which will open as (he perceives this

country to be diffidently weakened by the con-

tcft. France will not lofe fo fair an opportunity

pf feparating for ever America from this kingdom.
This is the critical moment for fuch a treaty

mud and will take place, fhould pacification be

delayed : and war between England and France

is not the lefs probable becaufc profeffions of

amity
continue to be ma^e. It would l^e folly ip

France
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l-'rancc to declare it now, while America gives full

employment to our arms, and is pouring into her

lap her wealth and produce. While the trade

of Great Britain languifhes, while her taxes in-

creafe and her revenues climinifhj France is fecur-

ing and drawing to herfeif that commerce which

is thebafis of yotfr power. My motion was ftated

generally, that I might leave the queftion at large

to the wifdom of your Lordfhips. But, my Lords,

I will tell you fairly what I wifti for 1 wifh for a

repeal of every oppreffivc Act pafTed fince 1 763 ;

I would put America precifely oil the footing fhc

flood at that period. If it be afked, Why fhould

WE fubmit to concede ? I will tell you, my Lords:

Bccaufe you have been the aggreflbrs from the

beginning ; you ought, therefore, to make the firfl

overture. I fay again, my Lords, you have been

the aggrefibrs, you have made defcents upon their

roafts, yon have burnt their towns, plundered their

countrv,- made war upon the inhabitants, confif-

cated their property, profcribed and imprrlbned

their pcrfons ; -you have injured, opprefled, and

endeavored to euflaye theni. America is- there-

fore entitled to rcdrefa. Let then reparation come

from the hand that inflicted the injuries; let con-

erHation fiicceed to oppreffion ; and I maintain,

that Parliament will again recover its authority ;

that his Majefty will be once more enthroned in

the hearts of his fubjects
-

f and that your Lord-

dihips,
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fhips, as contributing to fo great, benignant, and

glorious an event, will receive the prayers and be-

nedictions of every part of the Britifh empire."

The Peers in Adminiftration repeated upon this

occafion their accuftomed arguments againft con-

ceffions of any kind, as an acknowledgement^of
weakness on our part, which would excite the

contempt of our friends, and foftcr the malice of

our enemies. They pofitively denied any dan-

ger from France, and aflerted, that " the aflilt-

ance given to the Americans proceeded neither

from the Court nor the Minifters, but from the

fpirit of military enterprifc and commercial adven-

ture; and finally, that the motion arraigned in

the moft improper terms meafures which had re-

ceived the fan clion of Parliament." On a divi-

lion, the numbers were 99 to 28 Peers who fup-

ported the qucftion.

On the 7th of June, 1777, the feilion was ter-

minated, and his Majefty cxprefled in his fpcech

his entire approbation of the conduct of Parlia-

ment, lavifhing upon them high and flattering

compliments for the unquefuonable proofs they
had given of their CLEAR DISCERNMENT of the

TRUE INTERESTS of their COUNTRY.

During the feflion, a Memorial, in a very un-

lifual ftyle, was delivered by Sir Jofeph Yorke,

Ambaflador at the Hague, to the States General,

in which his Excellency declared,
" That the

King
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King his matter had hitherto borne with unex-

ampled patience the irregular conduct of the fub-

jects of their High Might inefles, in their interefted

commerce at St. Euiiatia, as alfo in America. If,

faid the Ambaflador, the meafures which your

High Might incites have thought proper to take,

had been as efficacious as your afTurances have

been amicable, the underfigned would not now

have been under the necefiity of bringing to the

cognizance of your High Mightinefles facts of the

molt ferious nature. His Excellency then pro-

ceeds to ftate, that M. Van Graaf, Governor of St.

Euftatia, had permitted the feizure of an Englifh

veflelj by an American pirate, within cannon (hot

of the iiland ; and that he had returned from the

fortrefs of his government the falute of a rebel

flag : and the Ambaflador concludes with de-

manding, in his Majcfty's name, and by his ex-

prefs order, from their High Mightinefles, a for-

mal disavowal of the falute by Fort Orange at St.

Euftatia to the rebel fhip, and the difmiffion and

immediate recall of the Governor Van Graaf ; de-

claring farther, that, until fuch fatisfaction is given,

they are not to expect that his Majcfty will fuffer

himfelf to be amufed by mere affurances, or that

he will delay one inftant to take fuch meafures as

he fhall think due to the intereft and dignity of

his Crown."

The
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The States, highly offended at the imperious

language of this Memorial, would give no anfwer

whatever to the Ambafludor, but ordered Count

Welderen, their Refident in London, to deliver

into the King of England's own hand a Counter-

Memorial, in which they complain of the me-

nacing tone that reigns throughout that of the

Englifh Court, fuc"h as ought not to take place be-

tween Sovereign and Independent Powers ; add*

ing, however,
" that from the folc motive of de-

monflrating their regard to his Majefty, they have

actually difpatched orders to M. DeGraaf to ren-

der himfelf within the Republic without delay,

in order to give the ncceflary information refpecl-

ing his conduct ; nor do they fcruple to difavow,

in the moil exprefs manner, any act or mark of

honor which may have been given by their offi-

cers to any veffels belonging to the Colonies of

America, fo far as it may imply a recognition of

American IndependenceT The King thought proper
to declare himfelf fatisfied with thele concelfions,

but the utmoft coolnefs from this time ftibllitcd

between the Courts of London and the Hague.
The acrimony difplayed on this occalion by the

former, may be without doubt imputed in a great

degree to the extreme offence taken, previous
to the interchange of thefe Memorials, at the

refufal of the States to part with the Scots bri-

gade
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gade in their fervice, at the defire of the King of

England, fignified by a letter written to their High

Mightineiles in his own hand. " In what an odi-

ous light muft this unnatural civil war appear to all

Europe ?" faid one of the Deputies of the Province

of OveryfTel, M. Vancler Capelle, in the debate

which arofe on this fubjecl:.
" More odious ftill

would it appear for a nation to take part therein

who have fuccefsfully refitted oppreffion, and

fought themfelvcs free. Superlatively deteftable

muft it appear to thofe who, like me, regard the

Americans as a brave people, engaged in defend-

ing thofe rights which they derive from GOD, not

from the Legiflature of Great Britain. For the

purpofe of fupprefling fuch a revolt, or, as fome

pleafe to call it, fuch a rebellion as this, I had ra-

ther fee janifiaries hired than the fubjecls of a free

Hate."

The CAMPAIGN of 1 777, in America,commenced

early in the fpring by the deftruclion ofaconfidera-

ble magazine of ftores at a place called Courtland-

Manor, on the banks of the. North River, by a de-

tachment under Colonel Bird, and another at Dan-

bur}', by another corps conducted by General Try-

on, late Governor of New York, who was attacked

on his return by a large body of provincials, led by
Colonel now General Arnold, and fuftered in his

retreat great lofs. Arnold on this as on all occa-

fions diftinguifhed himfelf by acts of extraordinary

VOL. II. R perfoual
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perfonal valor. His horfe being (hot under hint,

he with- difficulty difengaged hirnfelf ; and, feeing

a foldier at the Tamer moment with a fixed bayonet

advancing towards him, be drew out a phlol and

fhot him dead on- the fpot The Americans on

their part retaliated by an attack on the Englifh

poft and magazine at Saggs Harbor, in Long I/land,

where they deftroyed a large quantity of Itorcs,

ami burnt a number of {loops and other rebels

lying in the harbor, with inconfiderable lofs. Lord

Cormvallis continued in hi* itation at Amboy,

watched and firaitened in a manner which expofcd

the troops to the hardfhtps of a moft fevere and

unremitting duty, though lately ftrengthencd by a

brigade of Britrlh, and fomc companies of grena-

diers and light infantry from Rhode Ifland. The

order for thcfe troops was fent by General now

SIR WILLIAM HOWE (the
"

blirfhing honors" of

the Bath having been recently conferred upon him

in reward of his fervices) to Lord Percy, in the ab-

ibnt-e of General Clinton. His Lordfhip did not

iniiuediutely comply, but returned for anfwer,
*4 that

the enemy were collecting a large force near Pro-

vidence, with which circumfiance he foppofcd Ge-

neral Howe to be tmacquarK-ted :" adding,
" that he,

thought k his duty to reprefent the danger that

might remit from fending away Ib- large a corps."

(general Howe replied,
" that Lord Percy knew

the conference of difobedjfjnce of orders trial by

.

.
court-
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court-martial and certain fentence of being broke,

and infilled upon his orders being punctually

obeyed.'*

From fome extraordinary and unaccountable

negligence, the army at New York were not able

to take the field till June, for want of tents and

camp equipages which at length arriving^ General

Howe pafled over in full force into the Jerfeys,

with a fixed intention if poliible to bring the Ame-
rican commander to a general aclion ; but on ap-

proaching his camp at Middlebrook, it was found

abfolutely inacceffible, from the nature of its fitua-

tion and its artificial defences. Every manoeuvre

was praclifed by the Englifh General to induce

his antagonift to relinquifli this advantageous lla-

tion, but in vain. A feint was made of leaving the

American army in the rear, and inarching directly

to the Delawar ; but the American FABIUS was

not to be deceived. " Had their defign," faid he,

in his letter of the lyth of June,
" been in the firft

inftance tocrofs the Delawar, they would probably

have made a ilraight rapid march towards it, and not

have halted as they have done to awaken our at-

tention, and give us time to make every prepara-

tion for obftrucling them." At length General

Howe decamped fuddenly in the night of the 2oth,

and retreated to Brunfwick. On the 22d he fell

back to Amboy, being much harafTed in his whole

line of march by the advanced parties of the enemy.

R 2 General
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General Washington himfdf, quitting his ftrong

camp at Mrddlebrook, moved with his army to

Quibble-town, that he might be nearer the royal

forces^ and might a6t according to crrciunftances.

The Englilh comnftander, who had actually thrown

a bridge over the channel which feparates the con-

tinent from Staten liland, and part of whole troops

had already palled over, now made a rapid march

by different routes back into the Jerfcys, in the

hope of furprifing General Wafhington at Quibble-

town
; but on the firft intelligence of this move-

ment., the American General, penetrating the de-

frgn, re-pofleilcd hhnfelf of his former ftrong po-
lition at Middlebrook :- and knowing that Lord

Cornwallis at the head of a ftrong detached corp>

was advancing by a circuitous route to the right,

he fortified the paflcs of the mountains on that

fide of his camp ; fo that Lord Cornwallis, who had

defeated in his march a confiderable body of the

enemy under Lord Sterling, ami who hoped to

have eo-openifed with General Howe by fecuring

'the pafles in the rear, was compelled reluctantly to

retire.

The whole plan of attack being thus fruftrated.

General Howe came to a fecond and final refuta-

tion of evacuating the Jerfeys ; and in both his re-

treats fuch havoc, fpoil, and ruin, were made by
the forces under his perform! infpeclion. and com-

mand, as were well calculated to obviate the fuf-

picioa
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picion that any fecrct partiality to America yet re-

mained in the breaft of the Englifh General, ^n
A great part of the fummcr had now dapfed, and

the primary object of the campaign had proved

wholly abortive. In vindication of the conduct of

Sir William Howe it was alleged, that to bring the.

enemy to action was impofiible; and to advance to

the Delawar, through a country entirely hofiile,

and with fuch a force in his rear, would be no

better than madnefs. But if fo, the war itfelf was

evidently no better than madnefst as thefe difficul-

ties were precifely fuch as they had every reafon

previoufiy to expect. Another project, however,

was now to be tried, and preparations were made

for a grand naval expedition. On the 23d of July

the whole army, leaving only a fufficient force for

the defence of New York, embarked on board the

fleet, and after a long and tedious voyage the troops

were landed at Elk Ferry, at the head of Chefapeak

Bay. General Wafliington, who had for many
weeks been kept in anxious fufpenle as to the de<-

ftination of the Britifh army, upon this intelligence

took pofleffion of the heights on the caftern fide

of the river Brandywine, which falls into the De-

lawar below Philadelphia, with an intention to dif-

pute the paflage. By day-break on the nth of

September the Britifli army advanced in two co-

lumns : the right, commanded by General Knyp-

haufcrij marching diiectly to Chadsford; and the

R 3 other
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other column, under Lord Cornwall! s, taking a cir-

cuit to the left, in order to crofs the forks of the

Brandyvvine, and attack the enemy on the right

flank. Both were in a conliderable degree fuccefs-

ful ; the firft after a fevere conflict forcing the paf-

fage ofthe ford, and the latter furprifing and totally

elifcomfUing the brigades commanded by Sullivan,

which compofed the right wing of the American

army. The approach of night prevented the royal

army from purfuing its advantages, and the lofs of

the Americans did not exceed thirteen hundred

men in killed, wounded, and prifoners ; to which

that of the Britim bore a very large proportion.

The Marquis de Ja Faycttc, a young French no-r

blcman, who had recently entered as a volunteer

into the American fervice, and Count Pulawiki,

a native of Poland, diftinguifhed themfelvcs by their

gallantry on this occafion. General Wafhington,
on the difafter of Brandywine, retreated towards

Philadelphia; but on the advance of General Howe,
not deeming it expedient iq foon to rifk a fecond

engagement, he withdrew, and the Engliih army

pafled the Schuylkil without Qppofition ; and oi>

the 26th of September General Howe entered Phi-

ladelphia in triumph, the Congrefs having pre-

vioufly removed their fittings to York-town in

Virginia. About the fame time a detached corps

of Americans, commanded by General "Wayne,

was furprifcd and totally routed by Major Genera]

Qrey,
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Grey, at the head of two regiments and a body of

light infantry. The attack being made with fixed

bayonets, the execution -was terrible.

No fooner was it known to Lord Howe that the
1

English army was in pofterTion of Philadelphia*
'

than he moved round with the fleet from the Ch'e*r'
:

fapeak to the Delawar, the navigation of which the

Americans had endeavoured to render impractica-

ble by works and batteries conilruclcd on a low

marfhy ifland, formed near the junction of the

Delawar and the Schuylkil ; and on the oppofite

fhore, by a ftrong fort erected at a place called

Red Bank. Acrofs the mid-channel they had in

various parts funk vafi machines, compofed oftranf-

verie beams firmly united and pointing in varioirS

directions, ftrohgly headed with iron, to whidi,'"

from the refemblance of form, the appellation was

given of cbevaux-de-frixe. The head-quarters of

the army at this time wCrc at a place called Ger-

man-town, lix miles from Philadelphia the en-

campment croffing the village at right angles about

the centre. General Wafhingtoo, who was poftec!

in a ftrong portion at the diftuncc of about fisteen

miles on the banks of the Schuylkil, and who had.

kept a watchful eye on the movements of the ene-

my, thinking this a favorable opportunity of attack,

decamped in the evening of the 3d of Oclober, and,

inarching all night, arrived at three in the morning

at German-town. The fortieth regiment, com-

R 4 mandcd
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manded by Colonel Mufgravc, who were firft at-

tacked, made fo gallant a refinance that the whole

army had time to form ; and Major General Grey

bringing up the left wing by a rapid and fcafon-

able movement, the Americans were reduced to

act on the defenfive, and after a conflict main-

tained for feveral hours in darknefs and confu-

lion, were compelled to retreat, but with fo little

lofs that they carried off with 'them their whole

train of artillery. Though the difappointment of

the enemy was great, the Engliili commander had

little reafbn to boaft of his victory ; the killed and

wounded in this engagement confiderably exceeded

the lofs at Brandywine, and it was perceived with

fenfible chagrin that the Americans had become

110 mean proficients in the art of war.

A neceilary work of very great importance and

no fmall difficulty was now to be attempted in the

attack of the works at Red Bank, and the oppofite

iiland, which commanded the pafiage of the Dela-

war, without thp free navigation of which neither

ilcet nor army, could winter at Philadelphia. On
the 22cl of October an effort was made, by a nume-

rous body of Heliians, commanded by Colonel

Donop, to ftorm the. fbrtrefs of Red Bank; but, after

dil playing much bravery, they were rcpulfcd with

prodigious ilanghter. An unufually fierce attac'c

was at the fame time made by the fhipping on the

works of Fort Ifland, pa which they made little

impreffion ;
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impreflion ; and the Augtifta man of Avar, -anti

Merlin floop, in avoiding the cbevaiuc-de-frize^werc

ftranded, and the Augufta by accident blown up.

OH the 1 5th of November the attack was renewed

\vith a more formidable force; and the works being

now nearly demolifhed, the garrifon retired in the

night acrofs the river in boats to Red Bank, which

was allb ibon afterwards evacuated, for reafons which

do not fufficiently appear. The chevaux-de-frize

were now weighed with great difficulty, and the free

navigation of the river reliorcd; but winter was by

this time approaching, the feafon for action had

elapfed, and no farther military or naval enter-

prifcs of moment were attempted during the fhort

remainder of the campaign.

While fuch was the difappointmcnt refulting

from a fucceffion of victories in the South, it will

now be neceflary to advert to the terrible confe-

quences of defeat and difafter in the North. After

the evacuation of Canada by the Americans, in the

fummer of 1776, incredible exertions were made

on the part of the Englifh to acquire a naval fupe-

riority on Lake Champlain, fo neceifary to the fuc-

cefs of their future projects. A fleet of above

thirty vefTels, all carrying cannon, was in about

three months little lefs than created, though a few

of the largeft were re-conftructions, having been

firil framed and fent over from Great Britain.

^he American fleet, though not inconliderable, was

by
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It is remarkable that the two fleets were com-

manded by land officers, General Carlcton and

General Arnold being equally ambitious to fup-

port on a new element the reputation they had

acquired by their military ikill and conduct.

Early on the nth of October 1776, the Britifli

armament, proceeding up the Lake, difcovered the

enemy's fleet drawn up with great judgrnetii* in a

line extending from the ifland of Yalicourt to the

weitern main. A warm action enfued, in which

the Americans, norVith (landing the extraordinary

courage and intrepid efforts of their commander,

were entirely defeated. General Arnold was un-

der the necefiity of letting fire to his own (Lip, the

Congreis galley, to prevent her falling into the

hands of the Englilh, not quitting her however till

fhe was actually in flames; and with nice and dan-

gerous attention to the point of honor keeping his

flag flying to the lait moment. Thus was. Lake

Champlain recovered, the enemy's force being

nearly deftroyed a few frnall veilels only making
their efcape to Ticoncleroga. Crown Point, on this

difaftrous event, was immediately abandoned, and

the American force concentrated at Ticomleroga ;

which being adjudged too ilrongly defended to be

attacked with fuccefs at this advanced fcafon, Ge-

neral Carleton now put his troops into winter can-

tonments in Canada,

In
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In all the complex and hazardous operations of

the Canadian war, General Carleton had conduced

himfelfwith equal judgment, vigor, and fuccefs;

and his generous and humane treatment of the

prifbners which had fallen into his hands, formed a

itriking contrail to the barbarity which pervaded

the military prifons of New York. Of the Indiana

in his fervice General Carleton had made a very

fparing ufe, and at the end of the campaign they

were difmifled on a general promifc of returning

when called for. But it was believed that he had,

in his difpatches to England, ftrongly remonftrated

againft the employment of favages in any fhape

whatever in the farther profecution of this wan

Whether on this or on other accounts offence was

taken at his conducl, cannot certainly be known ;

but, to the furprife, and no doubt to the chagrin of

the Governor, General Burgoyne, who had palled

the winter in England, arrived early in the fpring of

1777 in America, with a commiiTion appointing

him General of the Northern army beyond the li*i
;

mits of the province of Canada.

.The plan of the intended expedition fouthward

of the Lakes had been entirely concerted between

the American Secretary and General Burgoyne,

who, to ufe his own courtly language,
" had

thrown himfelf at his Majefiy's FEET, to be cm-

ployed in any way thirt he thought proper." In

tjurfuance of this plan,. General Burgoyne pro^

ceeded
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ceeded np Lake Cbamplain, and landed a little to

the northward of Crown Point, where he met the

Indians in Congrefs, and in compliance with their

cuftoms gave them a WAR FEAST ; and in an ha-

rangue which he afterwards made to thefc favages,

he endeavored to excite their ardor, and at the

fame time to reprefs their barbarity incompatibili-

ties which no art or eloquence could hope to recon-

cile. This was followed (June 1777) by a mani-

iefto, in which the General, in language approach-

ing the oriental ftyle of exaggeration and bombaft,

.iirove to inlpire the Americans with terror, by .1

reprefentation of the irrcliftible force which lie

commanded, and to awe them into fubmiflion by

menace?, which produced no other eflect than, by

exciting their utmoit rclentment and deteiiation,

to roufe them more flrongly into action *.

After a ihort ftay at Crown Point, the army pro-

* Such was the fanguine and favoge fpirit which breathed

throughout this famous proclamation, unparalleled except In ONE

very recent inilance, that the following lines from Shakcfpearc'*

Timon of Alhens were not unhappily applied to it as a kind ot

comment or paraphrafe :

: ' ,et not thy fword flvip one.

Pity not honored age for his white heard.

Strike me the matron Let not the virgin's chcrk

Make foft thy trenchant fword Spare not the babe

"Whqfe dimpled fmiles from fools exhauft their mercy :

J4ince it without remorlV.

ceedc4
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cecded nncler convoy of the (Lipping on the Lake

to Ticondcroga, a poft of uncommon natural

itrength, and rendered famous by the difaftrous at-

tack made upon it by General Abercrombie in the

preceding war. Here the Americans appeared to

be in great force, and they had beftowed infinite

labor in repairing the old works and in adding new,

fo that the liege of this fortrefs was confidered as

an cntcrprize of great hazard and difficulty; but,

on the iirft approach of the Engliih, it was fuddenly

and unaccountably evacuated by the garriibn on

the night of the 5th of July, by direction of the

commander General St. Clair, leaving behind them

their artillery, proviiions, and {lores. No fooner

had the firft dawn of the morning difcovered the

flight of the enemy, than preparations were made

for a vigorous purfuit both by land and water.

The main body of the Americans were quickly

overtaken and entirely defeated by General Frazer ;

and their remaining naval force, which had ren-

dezvoufed at Skenefborough, was deflroyed by
General Burgoyne. The fugitive Americans re-

treated with the utmoft precipitation to Fort Ed-

ward, on the North or Hudlbn's River, where Ge-

neral Schulyer, commander in chief of the Ame-

rican northern army, had tixed his head quarters.

The Britifh army, highly elated at the rapid feries

of fuccefles which had hitherto attended them,

now exerted indefatigable induury in clearing the

Wood
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Wood Creek, which is a continuation of Lake

Champlain, from the obftacles which impeded the

paflage of the batteaux
;
and in conveying gun-

boats, provifion-vefiels, and batteaux, over land

into Lake George. ;
From Fort Anne, at the ex-

tremity of the Wocwjl Creek, where the batteaux-

navigation ends, to ^"ort Edward, a diftance fcarcely

exceeding twenty miles, the difficulties attending

the march of the army werre inconceivably great.

In this fhort fpace they had no lefs than forty

bridges to conftrucl, one ofwhich was over a mo-

rafs two miles in extent, and the roads were every-

where obftruclcd by large timber trees laid acrofs

with their branches interwoven. The heavy train

of artillery which accompanied the army was alfo

found a great incumbrance, and it was not without

infinite labor and pcrfeverance that on the goth

of July General Burgoyne fixed his head-quarters

at Fort Edward the Americans having now re-

tired to Saratoga. The joy with which the fight

ofthe North River, fo long the object of their hopes

and wifhes, infpired the army, fccmed to be con-

fidered as an ample coinpcnfation for all their la-

bors ; and with unremitted ardor they now bent all

their efforts to bring forward provifions and

ftores from Fort George, at the extremity of the

lake of that name, furficient to form a magazine
for the fubfiftcncc of the troops in their march

through the wild and uncultivated country they

a had
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had yet to travcrfe. So ineffectual, however, were

their utmoft exertions, that on the 1 5th of Auguft

they hud only four days provifion in ftore ; and the

General underftanding that a large magazine' was

collected at Bennington, twenty miles to the eaft-

ward of Hudfon's River, for the ufe of the enemy,
he detached Colonel Baum at the head of about

tivc hundred men to furprifc the place : at the

fame time moving with the whole army up the eaft-

ern 11 lore of Hudfon's River, he encamped nearly

oppufite to Saratoga. The Colonel finding his de-

itination difcovcred, and his force wholly infuffi-

cicnt to the purpofc, took poft at a fmall diftance

fronr Bennington, whence he communicated intel-

ligence of his fituation to General Burgoyne, who

difpatcbed Colonel Breymen with about an equal

force to his atfidance. The Provincial General

Starke, who commanded the militia of the diflricl,

determined however to lofc no time in attacking

the firft party before any reinforcement fhould ar-

rive; and the Provincials furrounding on every fide

ilif. fmall corps of Colonel Baum, forced their en-

trenchments, made thcmfelves matters of their can-

non : and after a brave rcfiftance, in which many
were killed or wounded, the reft furrendered thent-

felves prifoncrs. Colonel Brcyman, who had no

fufpicion of this event, arrived nearly at the fame

fpot on the evening of the fame day, and was at-

tacked with the iameTefolution, and with much

difficulty
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difficulty effected his retreat, with the lofs of his

artillery, and with ranks dreadfully diminimed*

This was a heavy and unlooked-for ftroke. In the

mean time Colonel St. Leger, who commanded a

feparate corps on the Mohawk River, and had, in

conjunction with Colonel Johnfon and a great body

of Indians who committed their accultomed horrid

ravages, invefted Fort Stanwix, was compelled by
the governor, Colonel Ganfevort, to raile the liege,

leaving behind him his artillery and (lores.

At this period General Gates was appointed to

fuperiede General Schuylcr in the command ofthe

northern army ; and the fpirits of the Provincials

being much raifed by their late fuccefles and the

long inaction of General Burgoyne, a formidable

and in creating army was collected in the vicinity

of Still Water, on the weftern bank of Hudfon's

River, fome miles to the fouthward of Saratoga.

Notwithstanding the prefent unpromifing profpect,

General Burgoyne, having now about thirty days

provilions in ftore, refolved, without calling any
council of war, to pafs the river, which he effected

about the middle of September, and encamped on

the heights of Saratoga, the enemy not receding
from their pofition at Still Water. In his public

difpatches, the General offers the following very

extraordinary reafons for this determination :
" The

peremptory tenor of his orders, and the feafon of

the year, admitted no alternative. The expedi-

tion,
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tion, fays he, which I commanded, was evidently

meant at firft to be hazarded circumftances might

require it (hould be devoted. A critical junction

of Mr. Gates's force with Mr. Wafhington might

poffibly decide the fate of the war; the failure of

my junction with Sir Henry Clinton, or the lofs

of my retreat to Canada, could be only a partial

misfortune." Notwithstanding this ingenious apo-

logy, it is probable that the idea of devoting his

own army, in order to fave that of Sir William

Howe, did not occur to General Burgoyne, till,

by a feries of unlooked-for difafters, it was actually

and irretrievably devoted-, nor is there juft ground
for the aifertion, that it was meant to \)t hazarded

in any peculiar or unufual fenfe* So fanguine

in facl: were the ideas of the Court of St. James's,

that the poffibility of a failure was fcarcely within

the compafs of their contemplation** <

As the army advanced along the weftern bank

of the river, towards the enemy, they found the

country very impracticable, being covered with

thick woods, and interfe&ed with creeks, which

made a continual repair of bridges neceflary. At

length, on the it,th of September, they were at-

tacked with unexpected vigor by the Americans :

the aclion laftcd from noon till fun-fet, when the

Royal army were left in pofleffion of the field.

This was the fole advantage they could boaft, nor

could any difference be difcerned in the behavior

VOL. II. S of



<5 K. GEORGE tit

of the Provincial militia and the veteran troops of

Britain, on this hard and well-fought day. The

Royal army lay all night on their arms in the

field of battle, and in the morning they took a po-

lition in front of the enemy's camp, fortifying

their right wing, and extending their left to the

banks of the river. At this criiis, General Bur-

goyne received a letter in cipher from General

Clinton, informing him of his defign to make a

diverfion in his favor, by an expedition up the

North River, which, though far fhort of the aid

he had once expected, he in reply urged General

Clinton to the immediate performance of; declar-

ing his intention, in hope of favorable events, to

remain in his prefent pofition till the i2th of

Oaober.

Early in the month, General Clinton, at the

head of about 4000 troops, proceeded up the

North River to Forts Montgomery and Confti-

tution, which they reduced. They afterwards

broke an immenfe boom and chain extending from

fhore to fhore, and burnt feveral {Lips and armed

veflels lying in the river ; without any apparent

provocation or neceffity, alib deftroying many

delightful and elegant manfions on its banks, with

the whole of the beautiful village of Efopus. It

was now unqueft ion ably in their power to have

proceeded without interruption to Albany ; but the

lofs they had fuftained in the mid it of their fuc-

cefies,
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ceffes, and the apprehenfion that their communi-

cation with New York would be in the end cut

off, probably induced General Clinton to return,

and the Northern Army was left to its fate. A
confiderable provincial force had now formed in

the rear of General Burgoyne, and, making them-

felves matters of the pods on Lake George, effec-

tually obftrufted any fupplies of provifion or ftores

From that quarter.

In the beginning of October, the Englifti Ge-^

heral thought it neceilary to leffen the rations of

the foldiers. On the 7th of that month, a de-

tachment of 1500 men, cdndu6led By the General

in perfon, rtiade a movement to the right, in order

to difcover if there were any poffible means of for-

cing a paflage. In the mean time the Americans,

perceiving the lines weakened by this movement,

fell with the utmoft fury upon the left and centre

of the Britifh army, which, being totally over-

powered by numbers, were compelled to retire

within their lines : they had fcarcely entered them,

when the Americans, purfuing with eagernefs their

fuccefs, itormed them in different parts with un-

common fiercenefs, under a heavy fire of artillery,

grape fhot, and mufquetry. General Arnold, who

commanded the attack, and performed prodigies

of valor, being grievoufly wounded, was obliged

to retire ; and night at length put an end to the

engagement, not however before the German en-

S a, trenchmcnts
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trenchments had been carried fword in hand, and

a lodgement made which left every other quarter

dangerouily expofed. It was therefore judged ab-

folutely neceflary to take a new pofition ; and,

amidft the darknefs and horrors of this fatal night,

the whole army retreated in deep and filent fad-

nefs ta the heights in the rear of their former en-

campment.
On the next day the General continued his re-

treat to Saratoga, where, on his arrival, he found

the pafles already occupied in force by the enemy.
The farther fhorcs of the river were alfo lined

with numerous detachments of troops, which,

with the affiftance of their batteaux, entirely

commanded the navigation ; and no hope now

remained but in a rapid nocturnal march to Fort

Edward, abandoning their artillery and baggage.

But while preparations were making for this pur-

pofe, intelligence was received, that the enemy
were ftrongly entrenched oppofitc the fords at Fort

Edward, and that the high grounds between Fort

Edward and Fort George were allb every where

fecured and fortified. The attempt was therefore

confidered as hopelefs and defperate ; and three

days fubfiftence only remaining in the camp, the

dreadful neceflity became apparent, of propoling

to General Gates terms of capitulation. After a

fhort negotiation, a CONVENTION was concluded,

by which it was agreed, that the Britifh army

fliould
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fhould march out of the camp with the honors

of war, and then lay down their arms; and

be allowed a free embarkation from Bofton to

Europe, upon condition of their not fcrving

again in America during the prefent war. Upon
this ever memorable occafion, the generofity of

the American Commander would not fuffer an

individual to leave the camp to witnefs the de-

grading fpeclacle of piling the Britifh arms.

Such was the melancholy cataftrophe of an army

confiding, at its departure from Canada, of above

10,000 men, but now reduced by the fword,

by famine, hardfhips, *and difeafe, to little more

than half the original number *
! The whole plan

of this campaign was, as might reafonably be fup-

pofed from its difaflrous conclusion, moft fevercly

ccnfured. A co-operation of the two principal

armies under the Generals Howe and Burgoyne

* The cataftrophe of Saratoga will recall to the recollection

of the clafllcal reader the fate of the Roman army under Aulus

in the Jugurthine war, as dtfcribed by the pi&urefque and ma-

jeltic pencil of SALLUST. " Milites ex hibernis in expedi-

tionem Aulus evocat hieme afpera pervenit ad oppidum Suthul.

Jugurtha, cognita vanitate atque imperitia legati, ipfe per faltuofa

loca et tramites exercitum du&are intempeftlva nodte de impro-

vifo muhitudine Numidarum Auli caftra circumvenit. Milites

Romani perculfi tumultu infolito, arma capere alii, alii fe ab-

dere, trepidare coclum nofte atque nubibus obfcuratum peri-

culum anceps. Dein Jugurtha poftero die cum Aulo in collo-

quio verba facit, incolumis omnis, fub jugum iniflurura, uti

ditbus decem Numidia decederct."

S 3 had
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had been univerfally expected ; and fo firmly per-

fuaded was General Wafhington that a junction,

between them was in contemplation, that, when

the Britifh army at New York had actually em-

barked on the expedition to the Chefapeak, the

American General long perfifted in his opinion

that the fleet was deftined to the northward.

On the 3oth of July he wrote from Coriel's

Ferry, on the Delawar :
"
IJowe's in a manner

abandoning Burgoyne is fo unaccountable a mat-

ter, that till I am fully afTured it is fo, I cannot

help cafling my eyes continually behind me."

When the Englifh fleet, after touching at the

Capes of Delawar, again flood out to fea, General

Wafhington ftill writes under the influence of

the fame perfuafion :
"

It appears," fays he,
"

that

General Howe has been pradiifing a deep feint

to draw our whole force to this point. Counter-

march your divifion, and proceed with all poffible

expedition to Peek's-kill." Again, Auguft 3 :

" The conducl of the enemy is difficult and dif-

treffing to be underftood ;" and not till the latter

end of the month was the doubt entirely removed.
" The Englifh fleet," fays he (Auguft 22),

" have

entered the Chefapeak ; there is not now the leafl

danger of Howe's going to New England." It

does not however appear, that this co-operation was

at any time in the contemplation of Sir William

Howe ; and the firfl intimation that any fupport

whatever
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whatever would be expecled from him in favor of

the Northern expedition, was contained in a let-

ter of Lord George Germaine, received by Sir

William Howe when actually in the $ay of Chefa-

peak, in which he fays,
"

I truft that, whatever

you meditate, it will be executed in time to cor

operate with the army ordered to proceed from

Canada." The American Minifter, as well as the

Governor of Canada, had been apprized of Gene-

ral Howe's intended march to the Delawar ; and

could Lord George Germaine poflibly imagine,

that the purpofes of the Southern expedition could

be anfwered, and General Howe be able to return

in proper time to co-operate with General Bur-

goyne in the Northern ? The truth is, that no

traces are difcernible of any regular plan for the

conducl of the campaign, or of any grand or

mafterly co-operation of means for the attainment

of any precife or determinate object. Vague and

general hopes were entertained, that the army un-

der General Burgoyne, with fuch aid as he might

eventually derive from the central force at New

York, would fuffice for the fubjugation of the

Northern provinces, and that General Howe
would in the mean time accomplifh the conqueft

of the Southern. Such were the flattering delu-

(ions which, at the diftan-ce of 3000 miles, patted

at the Court of St. James's for fober and rational

expectancies ; and in the annals of hiftory, Min-

S den
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den and Saratoga will ever remain incontrovertible

proofs, that Lord George Germain e was as great

in the cabinet, as Lord George Sackville had been

in the field.

On the 2oth of November 1 777, the Parlia-

ment ailembled. Previous to this period, the ex-

ultation of the Court, on the intelligence of the

"firft fuccefles of General Burgoyne, had fuffered

a fudden and grievous check by the laft difpatches

of that Commander, written after the defeat of

the detachments of Baum and Breyman, when the

tide of fortune was evidently fetting ftrong againft

him. The Royal Speech, however, difcovcred no

iymptoms of dejection ; no relentings, no fore-

bodings. His Majefty expreffed his "
confidence,

that the fpirit and intrepidity of his forces would

be attended with important fuccefs ; but intimated

the neceffity of preparing for fuch farther opera-

tions as the contingencies of the war and the OB-

STINACY OF THE REBELS might render expe-

dient. He expreffed his determination fteadtiy to

pirfue the meafures in which they were engaged,
and his hope that the DELUDED AND UNHAPPY

MULTITUDE would finally return to their allegi-

ance." In the Houfe of Commons, the Addrcfs,

which was moved by Lord Hyde, was oppofed by
the Marquis of Granby, who brought forward an

amendment, in fubftance recommending to his

Majefty menfures of accommodation, and an im-

mediate
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mediate cefiation of hoftilities, as neceflary for ef-

fectuating fo defirable a purpofe. This, after a

long and vehement difcuffion, was rejected by a

majority of 243 to 86. But the debate in the

Upper Ho tife was rendered peculiarly intcrefting

by the prefcnce of Lord Chatham, who himfelf

moved an amendment of limilar import to that of

Lord Granby, which he fupported with all that

energy and eloquence which had formerly pro-

duced fuch mighty effects, and which muft now
have roufed the nation from its death-like torpor,

had this been within the compafs of human virtue

or human ability. He faid,
"

It had been ufual on

fimilar occafions of public difficulty and diilrcfs, for

the Crown to make application to that Houfe, the

great hereditary Council of the Nation, for advice

and affiftancc. As it is the right of Parliament

to give, fb it is the duty of the Crown to afk it.

But, on this day, and in this extreme momentous

exigency, no reliance is repofcd on your Councils,

no advice is a (keel of Parliament; but the Crown,

from itfelf, and by itielf, declares an unalterable

determination to purfue its own preconcerted

meafurcs ; and what mcaftires, my Lords? Mea-

furcs which have produced hitherto nothing but

disappointments and defeats. I CANXOT, my
Lords, I WILL NOT join in congratulation on

misfortune and difgrace. This, my Lords, is a

perilous and tremendous moment ; it is not a

time
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time for adulation ; the finoothnefs of flattery

cannot fave us in this rugged and awful crifis.

It is now neceflary to inftrucl the Throne in the

language of TRUTH. We muft, if poffible, dif-

pel the delqiiori and darknefs which envelop it;

and difplay in its full danger, and genuine colors,

the ruin which is brought to our doors. Can Mi-

nifters ftill prefume to expect fupport in their in-

fatuation ? Can Parliament be fo dead to its dig-

nity and duty as to give their fupport to mcafurcs

thus obtruded and forced upon them ? mea-

fures, my Lords, which have reduced this late

fiourifhing empire to fcorn and contempt !

' But

yefterday, and England might have ftood againft

the World ; NOW, none fo poor to do her reve-

rence.' The people whom we at firft dcfpifed as

rebels, but whom we now acknowledge as enemies,

are abetted againft you, fupplied with every mili-

tary (lore, their intereils confulted, and their

Ambafladors entertained by your inveterate ene-

my and our Minifters do not, and dare not in-

terpofe with dignity or effecl. The defperatc flate

of our army abroad is in part known. No man
more highly efteems and honors the Englifh troops

than I do: I know their virtues and their valor;

I know they can achieve any thing except im-

poffibilities ; and I know that the conqueft of

Englifh America is an impoffibility. You CAN-

NOT, my Lords, you CAKXOT conquer America.

What
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What is your prefent iituation there ? We do not

know tie worft : but we know that in three cam-

paigns we have done nothing, and fuffered much.

You may fwell every expence, and ftrain every

effort, accumulate every afliftance, and extend

your traffic to theJbambles of every German def-

pot, your attempts will be for ever vain and impo-
tent doubly fo, indeed, from this mercenary aid,

on which you rely ; for it irritates to an incurable

refentment the minds of your adverfaries to over-

run them with the mercenary fons of rapine and

plunder, devoting them and their pofTeffions to

the rapacity of hireling cruelty. If I were an

American, as I am an Englifhman, while a foreign

troop was landed in my country, I never would

lay down my arms NEVER, NEVER, NEVER }

But, my Lords, who is the man that, in addition

to the difgraces and mifchiefs of war, has dared

to authorize and aflbciate to onr arms- the toma-

hawk and fcalping-knife
of the favage? to call

into civilized alliance the wild and inhuman inha-

bitant of the woods ? -to delegate to the mercilefs

Indian the defence of difputcd rights, and to wage
the horrors of his barbarous war againft our bre-

thren ? My Lords, thefe enormities cry alourl for

redrefs and punifhment. Familiarized to the

horrid fcencs of favnge cruelty, our army can

no longer boaft of the noble and generous prin-

ciples
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ciples tvhich dignify a foldier. No longer are

their feelings awake to the '

pride, pomp, and

circumfiance of GLORIOUS war;' but the fenfe

of honor is degraded into a vile fpirit of plunder,

and the fyltematic practice of murder. From the

antient connection between Great Britain and her

Colonies, both parties derived the moft important

advantage. While the fliield of our protection

xvas extended over America, (lie was the fountain

of our wealth, the nerve of our ftrength, the balls

of our power. It is not, my Lords, a wild and

lawlcfs banditti whom we oppofe : the rcfiftan.ce of

America is the ftruggle of free aqd virtuous pa-

triots. Let us then feize with cagcrnefs the prefent

moment ofreconciliation. America has not yet final-

ly given herfelf up to France: there yet remains 3

poffibility ofefcape from the fatal effect ofour delu-

iions. In this complicated crifis ofdanger, weaknefs,

and calamity, terrified and infulted by the neigh-

boring powers, unable to act in America, or act-

ing only to be deftroyed, WHERE is the man who

will venture to flatter us with the hope of fucccfs

from perfeverance in meafures productive of thefe

dire effects ? WHO has the effrontery to attempt
it ? Where is that man ? Let him, if he DARE,
Itand forward and fhew his face. You cannot con-

ciliate America by your prefent meafures; you can-

not fubduc her by your prefent or any meafures.

What
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What then can you do ? You cannot conquer,

you cannot gain; but you can ADDRESS you can

lull the tears and anxieties of the moment into ig-

norance of the danger that fhould produce them.

I did hope, inttead of that falfe and empty pride

engendering high conceits and prefumptuous ima-

ginations, that Minifters would have humbled

themfelves in their errors would have confefled

and retracted them and, by an active though a

late repentance, have endeavored to redeem them.

But, my Lords, lince they have neither faga-

city to forefee, nor juftice nor humanity to frmn.

thofe calamities; fince not even bitter experience

can make them feel, nor the imminent ruin of

their country awaken them from their fuipefaclion,

the guardian care of Parliament muft intcrpole. I

fhall therefore, my Lords, propofeto you an amend-

ment to the addrefs to his Majefty To recommend

an immediate ceffation of hoftilities, and the com-

mencement of a treaty to reftore peace and liberty

to America, nrength and happinefs to England,

fecurity and permanent profperity to both coun-

tries. This, my Lords, is yet in our power ;
and let

not the wifdom and juftice of your Lordfliips neg-

lect the happy and perhaps the only opportunity."

Lord Suffolk, Secretary of State, in the courle

of the debate contended for the employment of

Indians in the war " Befides its policy and ne-

ceffity," his Lordfhip faid
" that the meafure was

alfo
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alfo allowable on principle, for that it was perfectly

juftifiable to ufe all the means that GOD and Na-

ture had put into our hands.'*

This moving the indignation of Lord Chatham,

he fuddenly rofe, and gave full vent to his feel-

ings, in one of the moft extraordinary burfts of elo-

quence that the pen ofhiftory has recorded :
"

I am

aftonifhed," exclaimed his Lorrlfhip,
" SHOCKED to

hear fuch principles coiifefled ; to hear them avowed

in this Houfe, or even in this country. My Lords,

I did not intend to have encroached again on your

attention, but I cannot repfefs my indignation I

feel myfelf IMPELLED to fpcak. My Lords, we

are called upon as Members of this Houfe, as Men,
as Chriftians, to protefl againft fuch horrible bar-

barity. That GOD and Nature put into our hands!

What ideas of GOD and Nature that Noble Lord

may entertain I know not but I know that fuch

deteftable principles are equally abhorrent to reli-

gion and humanity. What ! to attribute the fa-

cred fanclion of GOD and Nature to the mafTacres

of the Indian fcalping-knife ! to the cannibal-

favage torturing, murdering, devouring, drinking

the blood of his mangled victims ! Such notions

fhock every precept of morality, every feeling of

humanity, every fentiment of honor. Thefe

abominable principles, and this more abominable

avowal of them, demand the moft decifive indig-

nation. I call upon that right reverend and this

moft
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moft learned Bench to vindicate the religion of

their GOD, to fupport the juftice of their country<

I call upon the Bifhops, to interpofe the unfullied

fanclity of their lawn *-upon the Judges, to inter-

pofe the purity of their ermine to fave us from this

pollution. I call upon the honor of your Lord-

fhips, to reverence the dignity of your ancestors,

arid to maintain your own. I call upon the fpirit

and humanity of my country, to vindicate the na-

tional character. I invoke the GENIUS of the

CONSTITUTION. From the tapeflry that adorns

thefe walls the immortal anceftor of this noble

Lord frowns with indignation at the difgrace of

his country. In vain did he defend the liberty and

eftablifh the religion of Britain againft the tyranny

of Rome, if thefe worfe than popim cruelties and

inquifitorial practices are endured among us. To
fend forth themercilefs cannibal thirfting for blood!

-
againft whom ? Your -Proteftant brethren

to lay wafte their country, to defolate their dwell-

ings, and extirpate their race and name by the aid

and inftrumentality of thefe horrible HELL-HOUNDS

of WAR ! Spain can no longer boaft pre-eminence

in barbarity. She armed herfelfwith blood-hounds

to extirpate the wretched natives of Mexico ; but

we, more ruthlefs, loofe thofe DOGS ofWAR againli

our countrymen in America, endeared to us by

every tie that fhould fanclify humanity. My Lords,

I folemnly call upon your Lordfhips, and upon

every
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every order of men in the State, to ftamp upon this

Infamous procedure the indelible ftigma of the

public abhorrence. More particularly I call upon

the holy Prelates of our religion to do away this

iniquity; let them perform a 1 nitration to purify

their country from this deep and deadly fin. My
Lords, I am old and weak, and at prefent unable

to fay more, but my feelings and indignation were

too Itrong to have laid lefs. I could not have

flept this night in my bed, nor repofecl my head

upon my pillow, without giving this vent to my
eternal abhorrence of fuch enormous and prcpofte-

rous principles.'*

Although Lord Chatham on this occafion feemed,

like fome "
great mafler of the powerful fpcll," to

have uttered " thofe thrilling accents that awake

the dead," the event, as on former occafions.

proved that no impreffion could be made on the

temper and difpofition of the Houfe, more cold and.

callous than alpine mows or monumental marble ;

for, on the divifion, 28 Lords only voted in fupport

of the motion, againfl 97 who oppofed it.

On the 2d of December (1777) Mr. Fox moved

for an enquiry into the State ofthe Nation, in which

the Minifter profefled his cordial acquiefcence.

Amongft other papers which were thought nccef-

fary to elucidate the fubfequcnt inveftigation, Mr.

Fox moved for returns of fuch colonies or places

as had in purfuance of the powers vefted in the

Commiflioner*
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Commiflioners been declared at the King's peace,

or copies of fuch papers as had relation thereto.

This motion the Miniiter vehemently oppofed, and

declared he neither could nor would confent to

make difcoveries inconfiflent with found wifdom

and policy, and prejudicial to the real interefts of

the country.

During the heat of the debate intelligence, was

brought, that, in conlequence of a motion of the

Duke of Grafton, thefe very papers had been actu-

ally laid upon the table of the other Houfe. But

the Minifter, as if to try hdw far the obfequiouf-

nefs of the Houfe would extend, ftill perfifted in

his refufal, and maintained " that the Houfe of

Commons were not to be" guided in their deter-

minations by any extrinlic confederation;" and on

a divhlori, incredible as it may feem, the motion

was actually negatived by a majority of 178 to 89.

An act by which the dignity of the Houfe was

more wantonly facrificed by minifterial caprice and.

infolertce, it would be moft affiiredly impoflible to

find on the records of Parliament.

The fucceeding day was rendered for ever me-

morable by the difclofure of the melancholy cata-

ftrophe at Saratoga. The American Secretary being

called upon to declare the purport of the difpatches

recently received from Canada, with fhame and re-

luctance communicated the intelligence ofthat fatal

event. This was followed by a long and profound

VOL. II. T filence,
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filence, and one general fentiment of amazement

and confirmation fecmcd to pervade the Houfe,

At length a torrent of invective, accompanied by

taunts the moft bitter and farcaftic, were poured

out by the leaders of the Opposition againft the

Minillers, whole pride, ignorance, ami incapacity

had occafioned a more fignal difgrace and cala-

mity than had ever before rn the moft difaftrous

war befallen the Britifh arms. The time did not

ierve for bold and lofty language on the part of

Minifters. Lord North, with much apparent de-

jection, and even tears the " iron tears" of dif-

appointed pride and fallen ambition acknow-

ledged
" that he had indeed been unfortunate, but

that his intentions were ever juft and upright ;

that he had originally been in a manner forced

into an office which he would moft willingly and

gladly refigtt, could his refignation facilitate the

obtaining that peace and reconciliation for which

he had ever earneftly wiflied." The American

Minifter alfo profeffcd, in terms of humiliation,
" that he fhould be ever ready tofubmit his con-

duct to the judgment of that Houfe; hoping,

ncverthelefs, that the Houfe would fufpend their

cenfures relative to the late unhappy event, till an

impartial investigation both of the plan and the

execution of it had taken place."

On the 5th ofDecember (1777) Lord Chatham,
iji confequenre of the late intelligence from Amc-

3 rica,
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rica, attended the Houfe of Peers, and moved,
" that an addrefs be prefented to his Majefiy, to

caufe the proper officers to lay before the Houfe

copies of all orders and inftruclions to General

Burgoyne relative to the late expedition from Ca-

nada." Holding up a paper in view of the Houfe,

his Lordfhip faid,
" that he had the King's fpeech

in his hand, and a deep fenfe of the public cala-

mity in his heart. That fpeech, he faid, con-

tained a moft unfaithful picture of the ftate of

public affairs ; it had a fpecious outficle, was full of

hopes, while every thing within was full of danger.

A fyftem deftructive of all faith and confidence had

been introduced, his Lordfhip affirmed, within

the laft fifteen years at St. James's, by which pli-

able men, not capable men, had been raifed to the

higheft pofts of Government. A few obfcure per-

fons had obtained an afcendency where no man

fhould have a perfonal afcendency, and by the

moft infidious means the nation had been betrayed

into a war of which they now reaped the bitter

fruits^
The SPIRIT of DELUSION, his Lordfnip

(aid, had gone forth ; Minifters had impofed on

the people; Parliament had been induced to fanc-

tify the impofition; a vifionary phantom of re-

venue had been conjured up for the bafeft of pur-

pofes, but it was now for ever vanifhed. His Lord-

Ihip faid, that the abilities of General Burgoyne
were confefled, his perfonal bravery not furpafled,

T 2 his
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his zeal in the fervice unqueftionable. He had

experienced no peftilence, nor fuffered any of the

accidents which fometimes fuperfede the wifeft and

moft fpiritcd exertions of human industry. What

then is the caufe of his misfortune ? Want of

wifdom in our councils, want of ability in our Mt-

niftcrs. His Lordfhip faid, the plan of pene-

trating into the Colonies from Canada was a moft

wild, uncombined, and mad project; and the

mode of carrying on the war was the moft bloody,

barbarous, and ferocious recorded in the annals of

hiftory. The arms of Britain had been fullied and

tarnifhed by blending the fcalping-knife and toma-

hawk with the fvvord and firelock. Such a mode

of warfare was a contamination which all the waters

of the Hudfon and the Delawar would never wafh

away. It was impoffible for America to forget or

forgive fo horrid an injury."

In thecourfe of his fpeech he animadverted in

the fevered terms on the language recently held by

a moft reverend prelate, the Archbifliop of York,

both in print and in that Houfe. " The perni-

cious doclrines advanced by that prelate were, he

faid, the doctrines of Atterbury and Sachevcrel.

As a WHIG he abjured and dctefted them; and

he hoped he fhould yet fee the day when they

would be deemed libellous, and treated as fuch."

The motion being negatived,, his Lordfhip next

moved an addrefs to the King,
" that all orders

and
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and treaties relative to the employment of the In-

dian favages be laid before the Houfe."

Lord Gower rofe, and, with all that acrimony by

which his fpeeches were ufually diftinguifhed, op-

pofed and reprobated the motion, afferting,
" that

the noble Lord had himfelf employed favages with-

out fcrnple in the operations ofthe laft war." This

charge Lord Chatham pofitively and peremptorily

denied, and challenged the Minifters, if any fuch

inftruclions of his were to be found, to produce

them. If at all employed, they had crept into the

fervice from the occafional utility of their affift-

ance in unexplored parts of the country. He faid,

" the late King George II. had too much regard

for the military dignity of his people, and alfo too

much HUMANITY, to agree to fuch a propofal, had

it been made to him, and he called upon Lord

Amhcrft to declare the truth." Lord Amherft,

not able to evade this appeal, reluctantly owned"

that Indians had been employed on both fides

the French employed them firft, he faid, and we

followed their example ;
but that he had been au-

thorized to take them into his Majefty's fervice by

inftruclions from the Minifter, his Lordfhip would

not affirm. The motion was diunified by the pre-

vious queftion.

The two Houfes in a few days after this deter-

mined upon an adjournment to the 2,oth of Ja-

nuary 1778, notwithstanding an animated refifl-

T 3 ance
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ance on the part of the Oppofition, who demon-

ftrated the impolicy at fo critical a juncture of

indulging in fo long a recefs. Lord Chatham on

this occafion declared,
" that it was with grief and

aftonifhment he heard a propofal made ofa nature

fo extraordinary at a crifis fo urgent 5 when," faid

he,
"
my Lords, I will be bold to fay, events of a

moil alarming tendency, little expected or fore-

feen, will fhortly happen. Minifters flatter them-

felves, whenever the word comes, that they (hall be

able to ihelter themfelves behind the authority of

Parliament ; but this, my Lords, cannot be. They
Hand COMMITTED, and they muft ABIDE the

ISSUE. The DAY of RETRIBUTION is at hand,

when the VENGEAXCE of a much injured people

Will, I truft, FALL HEAVILY OB the AUTHORS of

their RUIN."

During the recefs, the fpirits
of the Miniftry,

which had funk to fo low an ebb, feemed to revive^

and the: powerful faction ofthe Tories, which had

of late years acquired fuch an afeendency under

the patronage of the Court, .being if poffible more

than ever eager for the fubjugation of America,

large oirers were made from different places for

railing new regiments to fupply the late heavy lofs ;

and a determination was taken to profecute the war

with redoubled force and vigor.

On an early day after the recefs, the Houfe of

Commons, in confequeqce of a motion previoufly

made
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made ty Mr. Fox, refolved itfelfinto a Committee

on the ftate of the nation ; and, in a inoft able and

comprchenfive fpcech, Mr. Fox entered at great

length into a retrofpeclive view of the whole con-

duit ofthe prefent Adminiitration refpe^ting Ame-

rica, including as well the meafures which led to

the war, as the manner in which it had been pro-

fecuted. He laid it down as an incontrovertible

axiom,
" that it was impoflible for any country to

fall within fo few years from the high pitch of

power and glory which we had done, without fomc

radical error in its Government. The prefent ca-

lamitous flate of the nation was evidently to be

traced to the blind obftinacy and wretched incapa-

city of its Ministers, who would not liflen to any
overtures of conciliation, who could not carry

into effect any plan of coercion. He made

it appear from the papers before them, that at a

time when we were in immediate danger of en-

countering the whole force of the Houfe of Bour-

bon, united with that of America, the army in

England and Ireland had been fo reduced and

weakened by the continual drain of the war, as to

fall feveral thoufand men fhort of the ufual peace

cftablrfhment. To abandon the minifterial plan of

conquefl was therefore a matter not of choice but

neceffity, when the force employed in America

wasfo much diminished in confequence of the late

difaflrous events, and when it was incapable of

T 4 being
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being reinforced without leaving this country ab-

folutely without defence. Upon this ground Mr,

Fox moved as a refolution ofthe Committee,
"
that

an addrefs mould be prefented to. his Majefty, be-

feeching his Majefty that no part of the national

force in thefe kingdoms, or in the garrifons of

Gibraltar or Minorca, fhould be fent to America.*'

To the infinite furprife of the public, no debate

enfued, nor was any reply whatever made t( ;his

fpeech ; but the queftion being called for, the mo-

tion was rejected on a divHion by a majority of

259 to 165, the largeft minority that had yet

appeared in this Parliament in oppoiition to the

Minillry.

In a few days after this Mr. Burke moved for

the papers relative to the employment of the In-

dians ; and in a fpcech diftinguifhed by that cha-

racleriitic glow and warmth of coloring, which in

this inftance did as much credit to the judgment
as the imagination of the fpeaker, he reprobated
the meafure as replete with difgracc and infamy,
fc The Indian mode ofmaking war," he faid,

" was

fo horrible as not only to (hock the manners of all

civilized nations, but far to exceed the ferocity of

any other barbarians recorded in anticnt or mo-
dern hiftory. Their chief glory confifted in the

number of human fcalps which they acquired, and

their chief delight was in the practice of torturing,

mangling, roafling, and devouring their
captives.

The
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The attempt to prevent thefe enormities was wholly

unavailing. Thofe Indians employed both by Ge-

neral Burgoyne and Colonel St. Leger had indif-

criminately murdered men, women, and children

friends and foes armed or unarmed, without dif-

tinclion. The horrid murder of Mifs Macrae on

the morning of her intended marriage with an of-

ficer of the King's troops, and the maflacre in cold

blood of the prifoners taken in an engagement
near Fort Stanwix, were particularly inilanced as

proofs ofthe abfolute impracticability of retraining

the barbarities ofthefe favages." After a long de-

bate Mr. Burse's motion was negatived by a ma-

jority
of 223 to 137,

Various other motions made by Mr. Fox, Co-

lonel Barre, and Mr. Burke, in the Committee of

Enquiry, being alfo rejected, the Minifter gave

notice that he had digefted a plan of conciliation,

which he meant (hortly to
lay before the Houfe.

Accordingly, on the i7th of February 1778, Lord

North moved for leave to bring in ," i . A bill for

removing all doubts and apprehenfions concerning

taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain in any

of the colonies and plantations in North America;

and 2. A bMl to enable his Majefty to appoint Com-

miffioners, with fufficicnt powers to treat, confult,

and agree upon the means of quieting the dijorders

now fubfifting in certain of the colonies in Ame-

rica,"

His
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His Lordfhip in opening his plan acknowledged,
" that he had always known that American taxation

could never produce a beneficial revenue that it

was not his policy to tax them, but that he had

found them taxed when he unfortunately came

into Adminiftration and that he could not poffi-

bly fufpect the regulation he had introduced m
relation to the tea-duty, could have been produc-

tive of fuch fatal confequences. With refpecl to

the coercive aels, his Lordfhip (kid, they had ap-

peared neceflary to remedy the diflempers of the

time. He complained, that the events of the war

bad turned out very different from what he had

aright to expect from the great and well-appointed

force fent over, but to events and not expectations

he muft make his plan conform. His Lordfhip

{aid, that the appointment of five Commiflioners

was in contemplation, who fhould be enabled to

treat with the Congrels as if if ivere a legal body ;

or with any individuals in their prcfent civil capa-

cities, or military commands ; that they fhould

have a power to order a fufpenfion of arms, to fuf-

pend the operation of all laws, and to grant all forts

of pardons. A preliminary renunciation ofindepen-

dency would not be required of America, and a

contribution in any fhape from America was not

to be infiftcd upon as ajtne qua non of the treaty.

Thefe conceffions his Lordfhip declared to be

founded on reafon and propriety ; and if the que
tion



K. GEORGE III. 283

tion was afeed, why they had not been fooner

propofed, he Ihould reply, that the moment of

victory, for which he had anxioufly waited, feemed

to him the only proper feafon for offering terms

of concefiion. But though the refult of the war

had proved unfavorable, he would no longer de-

lay the delirable and neceffary work of recon-

ciliation."

Never, perhaps, was the inexpreffible abfurdity

of the minifterial fyilem more apparent than at the

prefent moment. The powers now granted were

precifely of the nature of thofe with which it was

the object of the motion made by the Duke of

Grafton, in the fpring of 1776, to inveft the

former Commiflioners, Lord and General Howe.

Had that motion been adopted, the conteft might

unqueftionably have been, with the utmoft faci-

lity, amiably and honorably terminated ; but the

general afpect of affairs fince that period was total-

ly changed. From the declaration of independency

which America had once made, fhe could never be

expected to recede. The ftrength of Great Britain

had been tried, and found unequal to the conteft.

The meafures adopted by the Englifh Govern-

ment, particularly
in the employment of German

mercenaries and Indian favages, had inflamed the

refentment of America to the higheft pitch. Her

recent fuccefles had rendered it to the laft degree

improbable that {he would ever again confent to

recognife,
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recognife, in any (hape, or under any modification,

the authority of Britain; A treaty of peace, com-

merce, and alliance was all that a juft and found

policy, in the prefent circumftances, could hope,

or would endeavor to accomplifh.

The propositions of the Minifter were received

by the Houfe without any fymptoms of applaufc :

on the contrary, they were availed by objections

from all quarters. The high-prerogative party

lamented the degradation which the bills would

bring upon the Government of this country. They
infilled that our refources were great and inex-

hauitTble ; and they bitterly deplored that pufilla-

nimity in our councils, which, after fo great an

ex pence of blood and treafure, could fubmit, not

only to g
l

ivc up all the objects of the conteft, but

to enter into a public treaty with armed rebels, which,

after all, would not produce the end proposed.

The Oppofition, ufually fo called, expreffcd their

reluctant agreement in the probable truth of this

prediction. The chances, in point of calculation,

were infinitely againft the fucccfs of the mcafure ;

but ftill there was a chance and they would not,

in any manner, impede or delay the execution of

a plan which had conciliation for its object. They
were not, however., the lefs fevere upon the defence

fet up by the Minifter.

Mr. Fox afTertcd,
"

that his Lordfhip had at-

tempted a
juftification of the moft unjuftifiable

meafurci
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meafures which had ever difgraced any Govern-

ment or ruined any Country. But his arguments

might be collected into one point, his excufcs com-

prifcd in one apology in one fingle word IGNO-

RANCE : a palpable and total ignorance of every

part of the fubject. He hoped, and he was dif-

nppointcd he expected a great deal, and found

little to anfvver his expectations he thought
America would have fubmitted to his laws, and

they had refilled them he thought they would

have fubmitted to his armies, and they had de-

feated them he made conciliatory proportions,

and he thought they would fucceed, but they were

rejected -he appointed Cornmiilioners to make

peace, and he thought they had powers; but he

tonml they could not make peace, and that they

had not fufficient powers. Had the prefcnt con-,

ceffions been offered in time, Mr. Fox (aid,

they would undoubtedly have been fuccefsful :

for, however obfcure his former propositions of

conciliation might be deemed, NECESSITY had at

length compelled the noble Lord to fpeak plain.

But what cenfure would be found fufficient, he

afked, on thofe Ministers who had adjourned

Parliament, in order to make a proportion of con-

ciliation, and then neglected to do it until France

had concluded a treaty with the United and Inde-

pendent States of America, and acknowledged

them as fuch ? He did not fpeak from furmife,

he faid, he had it from authority he could not

6 queftion,
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queftiori, that the treaty he mentioned had Been-

ligned in Paris ten days before ; he therefore wifhecl

that the noble Lord would give the
1

Houfe fatif-

faclion on that interefting point." The Minifter,

being clofely prefled, at length reluctantly acknow-

ledged,
" that it was but too probable fuch a

treaty was in agitation, though he had no autho-

rity to pronounce abfolutely that it was concluded :**

and it was animadverted upon as a very extraor-

dinary cirCumftance, that the intelligence of a

private Member of that Houfe fhould be fooncr

received, and more authentically afcertained, than

that' of the Government. The Conciliatory Bills

were carried throirgh both Houfes early in March.

On the fecortd reading of the bills in the Houfe

of Peers, the Duke of Grafton informed their

Lordfhips, that he had, what he conceived to be,

indubitable intelligence that a Treaty had been

aclually figned between France and America : and

his Grace demanded from the Minifters a public

avowal or difavowal of this important facl. To
which Lord Weymouth, Secretary of State, re-

plied,
" that he knew nothing of any fuch treaty,

nor had received any authentic information of its

being either in exiftence or contemplation." Ne-

verthelefs, within a very few days after this extra-

ordinary declaration, Lord North delivered a Royal

mefiage to the Houfe of Commons, and Lord

Weymouth to the Houfe of Peers, in which the

King informed the two Houfes,
" that a Refcript

had
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had been delivered by the Ambaffador of his Moft

Chriftian Majefty, containing a direct avowal of

a Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Alliance, re-

cently concluded with America; in coniequcnce

of which offenfive communication on the part of

the Court of France, his Majefty had font orders

to his Ambaflador to withdraw from that Court ;

and, relying on the zealous fupport of his people,

he is prepared to exert all the force and reiburces

of his kingdoms to repel fo unprovoked* and un-

juft an aggrellion." Addrefles were voted by both

Houfes, containing the ftrongeft ailurances of

atfiftance and fupport An amendment moved

by Mr. Baker, containing a fevere reflection oa

the conduct of the Minifter, was previously re-

jected in the Houfe of Commons by 2,63 voices,

againft 113.

A fimilar amendment was moved in the Upper
Houfe by the Duke of Manchefter, which gave
rife to a debate, chiefly interefling as it brought

into full view a very important difference of opi- t

nion fubfiiling between the Lords in oppolition,

and which had on various occafions more covert-

ly appeared, refpecting the recognition of Ameri-

can Independence. The Marquis of Rocking-

ham, and the whole Rockingham connection,

maintained without referve the neceffity of ad-

mitting the Independence of America. " To at-

tempt impoffibilities/' faid they,
" can only render

our
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our ruin inevitable ; it is hot now in our power*

to recover what we have wantonly thrown away.

On the other hand, the Earls of Chatham, Tem-

ple, and Shelburne, and feveral other Lords, who

had unhappily eftablifhed a diflinct connection,

and were throughout the long courfe ofoppofi-.

tion to the prefent Miniftry confidered as a fepa-*

rate party, difclaimed every idea of relinquiftrmg

America, and deprecated its independence as the

greateft of all .political
and national evils ; and as

including the utter degradation and final ruin of*

this country. The numbers on the divifion were,

100 Lords who voted againfl the amendment, to

36 who fupported it.

On the 7th of April, the Duke of Richmond, at

the clofe of the Grand Committee of Enquiry, in

which the Upper Houfe as well as that of the

Commons had been during the greater part of

the fellion deeply engaged, moved an Addrcfs to

the King on the State of the Nation. In his

Ipeech in fupport of this Addrefs, his Grace de-

clared in ftrong terms his conviction of the nccef*

fity
of an immediate recognition of American In-

dependence.
" The mifchief, he faid, whatever

might be the magnitude of it, was already done ;

America was already loft ; her independence was

as firmly eftablifhed as that of other States. We
had fufficient caufc for regret, but our lamenta-

tion on the fubjecl: was of no more avail than it

would
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would be for the lofs of Normandy or France."

The Earl of Chatham, in full expectation that this

point would come under difcuffion this day, re-

folved, however enfeebled and afflicled by his

corporeal infirmities., to make his perfonal appear-

ance in the Houfe, in order to bear his decided

teflimony againft if. The mind feels inter-

efted in the minuteft circumftances relating to

the laft day of the public life of this renowned

Statefman and Patriot. He was drefled in a rich

fuit of black velvet, with a full wig, and covered

up to the knees in flannel. On his arrival in the

Houfe, he refrefhed himfelf in the Lord Chancel-

lor's room, where he ilaid till prayers were ever,

and till he was informed that bufinefs was going to

begin. He was then led into the Houfe by his

fon and fon-in-law Mr. William Pitt and Lord

Vifcount Mahon, all the Lords ftanding up out of

refpect, and making a lane for him to pafs to the

Earls' bench, he bowing very gracefully to them

as he proceeded. He looked pale and much ema-

ciated, but his eye retained all its native fire ;

which joined to his general deportment, and the

attention of the Houfe, formed a fpeclacle very

flriking and iinpreflive.

When the Duke ofRichmond had fat down, Lord

Chatham rofe, and began by lamenting
" that his

bodily infirmities had fo long and at lo important

a crifis prevented his attendance on the duties of

VOL. II. U Parliament.
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Parliament. He declared that he had made an

effort almoft beyond the powers of his coniiitution,

to come down to the Houfe on this day, perhaps

the LAST time he mould ever be able to enter its

walls, to exprefs the indignation he felt at the

idea which he underfiood was gone forth of yield-

ing up the fovereignty.of America.
" My Lord-."

continued he,
u

I rejoice that the grave has not

doled upon me, that I am ftill alive to lift up my
voice againft the difmembcrmcnt of this antient

and noble monarchy. Preiled clown as I am by

the load of infirmity, I am little able to aflift my
country in this moft perilous conjuncture : but,

my Lords, while I have fcnfe and memory, I never

will content to tarnifh the luftre of this nation

bv an ignominious furrender of its rights and

faireft poflefnpns. Shall a people fo lately the

terror of the world, now fall proftrate before the

Houfe of Bourbon ? It is impofiible. I am not,

I confefs, well informed of the refources of this

kingdom, but I truft it has ftill fufh'cient to main-

tain its juft rights, though I know them not.

Any fiate, my Lords, is better than defpair. Let

us at leaft make one effort and, if we muft fall,

let us fall like men."

The Duke of Richmond, in reply, declared him-

felf to be "
totally ignorant of the means by which

we were to rcfift with fuccefs the combination of

America with the Houfe of Bourbon. He urged'

the
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the Noble Lord to point out any polfible mode,
if he were able to do it, of making the Ameri-

cans renounce that independence of which they

were in pofTeffion. His Grace added, that if HE

could not, no man could ; and that it was not in

his power to change his opinion on the Noble

Lord's authority, unfupported by any reafons

but a recital of the calamities arifing from a ftate

of things not in the power of this country now to

alter."

Lord Chatham, who had appeared greatly

moved during the reply, made an eager effort to

rife at the concluiion of it, as if laboring with

fome great idea, and impatient to give full fcope

te his feelings ; but, before he could utter a word,

preflmg his hand on his bofom, he fell down fud-

denly in a convulsive fit. The Duke of Cumber-

land, Lord Temple, and other Lords near him

caught him in their arms. The Houfe was im-

mediately cleared ; and his Lordfhip being carried

into an adjoining apartment, the debate was ad-

journed. Medical affiftance being obtained, his

Lordmip in fome degree recovered, and was con-

veyed to his favorite villa of Hayes in Kent, where,

after lingering fome few weeks, he expired May
nth, 1778, in the 7oth year of his age.

On the firft intelligence of his death, Colonel

Barre repaired to the Houfe of Commons, then

fitting, and communicated the melancholy in-

U 2 formation.
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formation. Although it was an event which had

been for fome time daily expecled, the Houfe

fecmcd affected with the decpeit fenlibility, and

forrow was apparent in every countenance. The

recollection of his former pre-eminence in power,

of his unrivalled eloquence, of his unwearied ex-

ertions in the public fervice, and ofthe unexampled

profpcrify to which Great Britain had attained

tinder his adminiftration, rufhed upon the mind

ivkh irrcfifliblc force, and produced an emotion

which the fympathy fo powerful in popular afTem-

blies heightened to enthuiiafm. The motion

made by Colonel Barre,
" that the remains of the

Karl of Chatham be interred at the public expence,"

ivas unanhnoufly adopted ;
with the farther ad-

dition,
" that a monument be erected to his me-

mory in the Collegiate Church of St. Peter, Weft-

ininilcr." This was followed by a motion from

Lord John Cavcndifh, for an Addrcfs to the King-,
" that his Miijelty would be gracioufly pleafed to-

make a permanent jjrovjfion for the family of the

late WILLIAM PITT, Earl of CHATHAM, in con-

iideration of the fervices performed by that able

Statefman ;" and in the fequcl, a bill was brought
into Parliament, and uiianimoufly pafled, by which

a clear annuity of 4000!. per annum, payable out

of the Civil Lilt, is for ever to be annexed to the

Earldom of Chatham, and the fum of20,000!. voted

for the difcharge of debts and incumbrances. Thus
a nobly
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nobly and gratefully did the nation reward the fef-

vices of the man whole counfcls, to the amazement

of the world, llie had for fo many years neglected

and contemned. The ready concurrence of the

Court in the honors lavifhed on the memory of

this great Statefman, may be afcribed entirely to

the decided manner in which he delivered, almoft

in his laft breath, his fentiments again ft the recog-

nition of American Independence, and which may
be regarded as the folc political error, with which,

in refpcct to America, he is chargeable. What" his

prccilc ideas were, with regard to the plan of con-

ciliation proper to be adopted in the actual circum-

ftances of the nation, cannot be afcertained ; but

of this we may reft allured, from the uniform and

fyftcmatic tenor of his policy, that he never would

have employed coercive means in accomplishing

it. When he found, and had he been reftored to

the plenitude of power he certainly would have

found, America determined to maintain her Inde-

pendency, he muft doubtlefs have difcovered, and

could not but have fubmitted to, the neceffity of

recognizing it. It is exceedingly to be lamented,

that perfonal and party confiderations prevented

that firm and cordial coalcfcence amongft the

Whigs in oppofition to the Court, which was fo

neceflary to give efficacy to their exertions. The

diflikc of Lord Chatham to the Newcaftle or

Rockingham party was invincible ; and the divi-

U 3
lions
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fions and animofities which originated in that dif-

like, and which his death was far from extinguifh-

ing, have at length terminated in what may be

confidered as the almoft total ruin of the Whig in-

tereft, and the final and complete triumph of the

Tories; at leaft till the calamities, which have never

yet failed to refult from a Tory fyftem of govern-

ment in this country, (hall again awaken the dor-

mant fpirit of Whiggifm in the nation, and confign

the abfurd, pernicious, and deteftable maxims of

Tory government to public contempt and execra-

tion. But when a juft allowance is made, and juft al-

lowance muft be made for thofe imperfections from

which no human character is exempt, Lord Chat-

ham will unqueftionably rank as one of the greateft,

mod enlightened, and beneficent Statefmen that

ever adorned the annals of any age or country.

The diftrcfles in which the kingdom of Ireland

was involved in confequence of the war, and the

general and loud complaints of the bulk of its in-

habitants, made it abfolutely neccflary to attempt

fomething farther for its relief; and in a Commit-
tee of the whole Houfe it was refolvcd,

I. That the Irifh might be permitted to export

directly to the Britifh plantations or fettlements

all goods, wares, and merchandize, being the pro-
duce of that kingdom, or of Great Britain, wool

and woollen manufactures only cxccpted ; as alfo

foreign certificate goods legally imported.

II. That
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II. That a direct importation be allowed of all

goods, wares, and merchandize, being the pro-

duce of the Britifh plantations, tobacco only cx-

ccpted.

III. That the direct exportation of glafs manu-

factured in Ireland be permitted to all places ex-

cept Great Britain.

IV. That the importation of cotton yarn the

manufacture of Ireland be allowed, duty free,

into Great Britain ; as alfo,

V. The importation of fail-cloth and cordage.

Thcfe refolutions excited a very great and ge-

neral alarm amongft the commercial part of the

Britifh nation, who feemed to confider the admif-

fion of Ireland to any participation in trade, as

equally deitriictive to their property, and fubver-

five of their rights.

After the recefs, very many inductions and

petitions were prefcnted to the Houfe in oppofi-

tion to them : and it deferves mention, as a ftrik-

ing inftance of commercial folly and prejudice,

that, in feveral of the petitions, the importation of

Iriili fail-cloth and of wrought iron is particu-

larly fpecificd as ruinous to the fame manufactures

in England ; though it was by this time difco-

vercd, that, by a positive law of long {landing,

Ireland was in actual pofleflion of thofe very pri-

vileges, although the Irifh were fo far from being

able to profecute thefe manufactures to any pur-

II 4 pofc-
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pofe of competition with the Britifh, that great

quantities of both were annually exported to that

country from England. An almofl equally great

and equally groundlefs alarm had been taken at

the bill pafled a few years fmce for the free im-

portation of woollen yarn into England ; which

was by experience found and acknowledged to bo

not merely innocuous, but beneficial ; yet fuch in-

fluence had the apprehenfions of the public upon
the difpofition of the Houfc, that the bills found-

ed on the refolutions actually paffed were ulti-

mately difmilTed, and fome trivial points only con-

ceded, not meriting a diftincl fpccification.

Late in the feffion, Sir George Saville moved

for leave to bring in a bill for the repeal of cer-

tain penalties impofed by an acl: paflixl in the-

icth of King WILLIAM, entitled an A.61 for pre-

venting the farther Growth of Popery ; which pe-

nalties the mover ftated to be, the punifhment of

Popifh Priefrs, or Jcfuits, as guilty of felony, who

fhould be found to officiate in the fcrvices of their

church; the forfeiture of cftate to the next Pro-

teftant heir, in cafe of the education of the Roniifli

pofieffbr abroad ; the power given to the fon, or

other neareft relation, being a Proteftant, to take

poffeffion of the father's cftate during the life-

time of the proprietor ; and the depriving Papiits

of the power of acquiring any legal property by

purchafe. In propofing the repeal of thefe penal-

ties,
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tics, Sir George Saville faid,
(e that he meant to vin-

dicate the honor and afiert the principles of the

Protcftant religion, to which all perfecution was

foreign and adverfe. The penalties in queftion

were disgraceful, not only to religion, but to hu-

manity. They were calculated to loofen all the

bands of fociety, to diflblve all focial, moral, and

religious obligations and duties ; to poifon the

fourccs ofdomeftic
felicity, and to annihilate every

principle of honor." The motion was received, to

the infinite credit of the Houfe, with ftich high

and marked approbation, that the bill founded

upon it paflecl without a lingle negative, and foon

afterwards acquired, by the cordial concurrence

of the Peers and the Monarch, the force of alaw.

About this time General Burgoyne returned to

England, being releafed on his parole by Congrefs ;

but he met, probably to his furprife, with a very-

cold and indifferent reception from the Minifters,

and, in a manner which clearly indicated his dif-

grace, was rcfufcd admiffion to the Royal pre-

fence. The General, highly relenting this treat-

ment, avenged himfelf by loud complaints in the

Houfe of Commons of the mifconducl: ofMini-

ficrs, defcribing them as totally incompetent to

iuftain the weight of public affairs in the prefent

critical and dangerous emergency. This mode of

retaliation, however, contributed little to raife his

character in the estimation of the public,,
who

clearly
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clearly difcerned the real caufes of his defection

from the Court, \vho were not ignorant that the

plan of the Canada expedition had his entire pre-

vious approbation, and that, in the execution of

it, his valor was much more confpicuous than his

judgment or difcretion. In the fequel, he was

ordered to rejoin his troops in America, whom, on

various frivolous prelcnees, the Congrefs refilled

to releafe, till the Convention of Saratoga was

formally ratified by the Court of Great Britain.

With this injunction, though coming from the

higheit authority, the General refilling to comply,

he wasdivefted of all the pofts and offices which

he held under the Government.

This feifion is diftinguimcd above all others

for a multiplicity of motions in both Houfes, by-

different Members, chiefly of the Oppofition,

on various fubjccls of political concern, which

gave rife to long and tedious debates ; and

which being fucceffively negatived by the in-

fluence of the Court, it is fruitlets to particula-

rife. The molt remarkable of thcie was a rcfolu-

tion moved b\ Mr. Gilbert, in the Committee of

Supply, March 2, that a tax of five (hillings in

the pound be laid on pcniions and falarics iifuing

out of the Exchequer, during the continuance of

the war; which was carried by 100 to 82 voices,

but, on the report, rejected by 147 to 141. A
bill for the cxclufion of Contractors from the

Houfc
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Houfe of Commons was alfo loft by a majority of

two voices only ; on the motion of commitment,

the numbers on the divifion being 115 to 113,

Upon the whole, it appeared that the Minority

gained ftrength, and a dawn of hope arofe that

the reign of the prefent Miniftry might not be

immortal.

On the 3d of June 1778 the Parliament was

prorogued, and thanks were returned by the King,

in his fpeech, for the zeal fliewn by Parliament

in fupporting the honor of the Crown, and their

attention to the real interefts of the Nation, ma-

nifefted in the wife, juft, and humane laws which

had" been the remit of their deliberations."

At the eve of a war with France, and a war

with Spain in no very diflant profpeft, two dif-

ferent lines of conduct now obvioufly prefented

themfelves. Either, ifl, to withdraw our fleets and

armies from America, and to direct the whole

force of the empire againft the Houfe of Bour-

bon, in the hope offuccefs fo decifive as to ena-

ble us in the refult to conclude an advantageous

accommodation with America, conformably to

the general ideas of Lord Chatham ; or, 2dly,

which would have been infinitely the wifer,

though the lefs fplendid and attractive plan, un-

refervedly to recognifc the independency of Ame-

rica, which would have opened the way, without

difficulty, to an immediate and general pacifica-

tion.
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tion. But the prefent Minificrs, in the fame fpirit

of folly and phrcnly which had invariably marked

their conduct, determined to adhere to their for-

mer project of conquering America ; contenting

themfelves with oppofing fuch part of the gene-

ral force of the empire as could be fpared for

this fecondary and inferior purpofe, to the whole

undivided ftrcngth of the Houfe of Bourbon.
*' The King of England," fays the celebrated

Monarch of Pruffia, fpcaking of the fiate of

affairs of Great Britain at this period,
" who

ftill acted upon the fyftcm of Burr, combated

with inflexible obftinacy the obftacles which on

all fides prefcnted themfelves. Infenfiblc to the

miferies and misfortunes of his people, he only

became, in confcqucnce of the refi franco he met

with, the more eager for the accomplifhment of

his projects."

In the beginning of June 1778, the new Com-

miflioners, LordCarliflc, Mr. Eden, and Mr. John-

ftone, formerly Governor ofFlorida, arrived at Phil-

adelphia, more than a month after the ratifications

of the treaty between France and America had

been formally exchanged. The reception they

met with was fuch as men the moft oppofite in

their politics had fbreiecn and foretold. Dr. Fer-

gufon, fecretary to the commiffion, was refilled a

parTport to Congrcfs, and they were compelled to

forward their papers by the common means. The

Commif-
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Commiffioncrs, at the very outfet, made conceflions

far greater than the Americans, in their fcveral pe-

titions to the King, had requeued or deiired

greater indeed than the powers conferred upon
them by the acl fecmcd to authorife. Amongd
the moft remarkable of thefe was the engagement
" to agree that no military force Ihould be kept up
in the different States of America, without the con-

fentof the General Congrefs, or of the feveral Af-

femblies to concur in meafures calculated to dif-

charge the debts of America, and to raife the cre-

dit and value of the paper circulation to admit of

Rcprefentatives from the feveral States, who fhould

have a feat and voice in the Parliament of Great

Britain to eftablifh a perfect freedom of legifla-

tion and internal government, comprehending

every privilege fhort of a total feparation of inte-

refts, or confiftent with that union of force on which

the fafety of the common religion and liberty de-

pends."

Thefe papers, when laid before the Congrefs,

were read with allonifhment and regret ; but from

the declaration of INDEPENDENCE they had nei-

ther the will nor the power to recede. An anfwer

therefore, brief but conclufi ve, was returned by the

Prefident, Henry Laurens, declaring,
" that nothing

but an earneft defire to fpare the farther effiifion

of human blood, could have induced them to read

a paper containing exprcffions fo difrefpedlful
to

his
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hisMoft Chriltian Majefty their ally, or to confider

proportions fo derogatory to the honor of an inde-

pendent nation. The commiffion, under which

they acl, fuppofcs the people ofAmerica to be flill

wbjecls of the Crown of Great Britain, which is an

idea utterly inadmiffible." The Prefident added,
" that he is directed to inform their Excellencies

of the inclination of Congrcfs to peace, notwith-

ftanding the unjuft claims from which this war

originated, and the favage manner in which it had

been conducled. They will therefore be ready to

enter upon the confideration of a treaty of peace

and commerce, not inconfiftcnt with treaties al-

ready fubflfting, when the King of Great Britain

fhall dcmonftrate a fincere difpofition for that pur-

pofe ; and the only folid proof of this difpofition

will be an explicit acknowledgment of the Inde-

pendence of the United States, of the withdrawing
his fleets and armies."

The Commiffioners, finding the door of nego-
tiation fhut againft them, publifhed very unwar-

rantable appeals to the people at large, calculated

to excite difcord among the feveral. Colonies, or

feditious tumults againft the eftablifhed Govern-

ments. Thefe producing no manner of effecl:,

they promulgated a mod fignal valediclory mani-

fclio, containing a dark and myfterious menace,

warning the people of America of the total and

material change which was to take place in the fu-

4 ture
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tnre conduct of the war, fhould they ftill perfevere

in their OBSTINACY.

The Congrefs, who had taken little notice of

their former addrcflcs, were now provoked to pub-
lifh a counter manifcilo, in which they fay,

" If

our enemies prefume to execute their threats, we
will take fuch EXEMPLARY VENGEANCE as fhall

deter others from a like conduct." The Commif-

lioners now returned to England, after having
executed their conciliatory comrnijjion^ in a mode
which left America in a far worfe (Lite of irritation

and inflammability than they found it *. The
Earl of Carlifle had brought with him an order,

little calculated to add weight to his miffion, for

* Governor Johnftone had very early fallen into extreme dif-

grace by an indirect attempt to bribe fome of the leading Mem-
bers of the Congrefs; which Aflcmbly thereupon paffed a formal

refolution, that they would have no farther intercourfe with him

in his public capacity, and his name was accordingly omitted in

the papers fubfequently addreffed by the Co:nmiffioners to the

Congrefs. This ridiculous and ineffectual overture was made

through the medium of a Mrs. Fergufon, who was fufpe&od not

to have been endowed with all that SECRECY requisite to the

dlfcharge of fo delicate an office. Governor Johnftone, who, on

his firft arrival in America^ had complimented the Congrefs in

high-flown and extravagant terms, on this mortifying expofure

changed his language to the lowed abufe. The fa&, however,

was clearly afcertained ;
and the Governor, in his ludicrous dif-

trefs, might be allowed feelingly enough to exclaim, in the word*

of SHAKESPEAR,

'* Let not the heavens hear thefe tell-tale women !"

the
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the immediate evacuation of the city of Philadel-

phia, and the retreat of the army to New York.

This was a mcafure, however mortifying, which

was rendered very neceffary by the departure of a

ilrong fquadron from the port of Toulon in the

month of April, which was fuppofcd defiined for

the Dclawar, and which the naval force under Lord

Howe was in no condition to oppofe.

On the 1 8th of June the whole Britifh army

paftcd the Delawar. Some weeks previous to this

event, General Howe had rcligned the command

to Sir Henry Clinton. Though uniformly in a

certain degree fuccefsful in his entcrprifes, this of-

ficer acquired little acceffion of military reputation

in America. Brave as a foldier, but, in the capa-

city of General, flow, cautious, and indccifive, he

deviated into an extreme the oppolite of General

Burgoyne, who was ceniured as raih, prcfuinp-

tuous, and romantic. The march of the Britifh

army through the Jerfeys was not unattended with

difficulty. Encumbered with an enormous train

of baggage, extending the length of twelve miles,

the whole country hoftile, the bridges broken down

before, and a vigilant enemy prcffing clofc behind,

the utmoft prudence and circumfpcclion of the

new General were neceilary to make a vigorous

and effectual defence againft thofe attacks to which

a retreating army is fo peculiarly expoled. Infiead

of proceeding in a direct route to Brunfwick, the

General
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General determined, by bending his march to the

right, and approaching the fea-coaft, at once to

difappoint the expectation of the enemy, and to

avoid the difficulty attending the paflage of the

&ariton.

On the evening of the 27th of June the royal

army encamped in the vicinity of Monmouth

Court-Houfe, and early the next morning they
recommenced their march. Scarcely were they
in motion when the enemy were difcovered moving
in force at fome diftance on both flanks* The firft

divifion under General Knyphaufen proceeding

with the efcort of carriages to the heights of Mid-

dletown, the Englifh commander immediately

formed his troops, with a view to bring on a ge-

neral engagement. General Lee, who had been

fome time fince exchanged, advanced with the van

of the American army to the attack, in conformity

to the directions of General Washington ; but fe*

veral of the brigades under his command being

thrown into confufion by an impetuous aflault of

the Britifh cavalry, he ordered a retreat, with a view

to form anew in an advantageous pofition behind

a ravine and morafs. In the interim General Wafh-

ington arrived at the head of the main army, and

exprefled in ftrong terms his aftonifhment and in-

dignation at the retrograde motion of the van. Ge-

neral Lee replied with equal warmth ; but in the

refult the troops of the van were ordered to form

VOL. II. X W
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in front of the morafs, where an obftinate engage-

ment enfued, till the Americans being again worfted

and broken, General Lee was again under the

neceffity of ordering a retreat, which he conducted

with great Ikill and courage, himfelf being one of

the laft who remained on the field. The Britifh

light infantry and rangers, in the mean time, who

had filed off to the left, and attempted an aflault

on the American main body, where General Wa(h-

ington commanded in perfon, met with fuch a re-

ception as compelled them after repeated efforts

to defift from the attack ; and the day being in-

tenfely hot, the action, in which the two armies

appear to have fuftained nearly equal lofs, ceafed,

from mere wearinefs and fatigue. At midnight

Sir Henry renewed his march in profound filence,

and on the 3oth of June arrived in fafety at Sandy

Hook, from whence he pafTed over to New York

without farther molefiation.

The high fpirit of General Lee could not, how-

ever, brook the language which General Wafhing-
ton had haftily tiled, and he wrote him in confe-

quence a paflionate letter, whjch occafioned his

being put under immediate arrcll ; and a court-

martial being held upon him for difobedience of

orders, milbehaviour in action, and dilrelpedl to

his commander, he was found guilty upon every

charge, and fulpended from all his military com-

mands for twelve months. It was fufpected that

the
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the Commander in Chief was not clifpleafed at the

difmiflal of a man fo haughty and impracticable ;

nor did the army, in whofe eftimation he had been

vifibly leflencd lince the difafter which had be-

fallen him, appear much to regret his lofs. For

though the capture of General Lee was merely

fortuitous, misfortune is in the minds of men nearly

allied to difgracc, difgracc produces contempt, and

contempt verges towards alienation and hatred.

No fooner had Sir Henry Clinton and the army
evacuated Philadelphia, than Lord Howe prepared

to fail with the fleet to New York. Repeated
calms retarded his paflage down the Delawar, fb

that he could not clear the Cape till the evening of

the 28th of June: and on the 2,9th his Lordfhip
reached Sandy Hook, whence he convoyed the

army to New York. In a few days after the de-

parture of Lord Howe, Count d'Eflaing arrived

off the coaft, and anchored in the night of the 8th

of July at the mouth of the Delawar ; fo that Lord

Howe narrowly efcaped a furprife, which would

probably have been attended with very fatal con-

lequcnces.

On the nth the French fleet, confifting of fif-

teen fail of the line, appeared oft' Sandy Hook, to

which Lord Howe could oppofe only eleven (hips

of very inferior magnitude and weight of metal.

Thefe were ranged with great fkill and judgment

in the harbor, in full expectation of an attack from

X a the
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the French fleet, which Teemed refolutcly benf

upon the attempt. But the American pilots on

board declared it impoflible for the Targe {hips of

D'Eftarng's fquadron to pafs the bar; fo that after

eleven days tarriance he failed to Rhode Ifland, in 1

order to co-operate with General Sullivan in an en-

terprife againfl Newport.

The approach of the French' fleet created the

unpleafant neceflity of burning the Orpheus, Lark,

Juno, and Cerberus frigates ; and of finking the

Flora and Falcon. The commander of
%
the garri-

fon, Sir Robert Pigot, made every preparation for

a vigorous defence;^ and Lord Howe, being at

length reinforced by feveral fhips from England-

part of a fquadron commanded by Admiral Byron,

tardily difpatched after the Toulon fleet imme-

diately flood out to fea, though ftill inferior in.

force, in order to give battle to the French admiral,

who feemed not unwilling to accept the challenge.

After much manoeuvring for the weather-gage, the

iieets were feparated by a violent tempeft, by whichr

:hc great fhips of the French fquadron were fo

much damaged that it was deemed by Count

d'Eftaing abfolutely neceilary to ftcer for the port of

Lofton to refit. General Sullivan was in confe-

quence compelled with chagrin and reluctance to

withdraw his troops from Rhode Ifland.

After the ftorm, or rather during the ftorm,

when the fury of it had in fome degree fubfided,
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^he Renown of
fifty guns, Captain Dawfon, fell

in with the Languedoc of ninety guns, D'Eftaing's

-own fhip, which had loft both her rudder and her

marts, whom he engaged with fuch advantage as

to flatter him with the profpect of an immediate

capture, when the appearance of feveral other fhips

of the fquadron compelled him to defift. Captain

Raynor in the Ifis, and Captain Hotham in the

Prcfton, both of fifty guns, fought with great gal-

lantry the Zele of feventy-four, and the Tonnant of

eighty but no fhip on either fide ftruck her co-

lors. Lord Howe, with all poffible expedition,

followed his antagonift to Bofton, in the hope of a

favorable opportunrty of attack ; but found the

French fleet lying in Nantafket Road, fo well de-

-fended by the forts -and batteries erected on the

points of land and the iflands adjacent, .that it was

adjudged abfolutely impracticable, Soon after

this (October 1778) Lord Howe quitted the com-

mand to Admiral Gambier, having acquired in the

eourfe of the campaign much reputation by his fkil-

ful and vigorous exertions in a iituation peculiarly

.critical and hazardous.

The projects of Count cTEftaing being effec-

tually difconcerted in America, he failed in the

beginning of November to the Weft Indies, in

order to fecond the operations of the Marquis
-de Bouille, Governor of Marti nico, who had al-

yeady captured the important ifland of Dominique,

X to
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to which he granted terms fo favorable that the

inhabitants had little rcafon to regret the change

of mailers. Oii the very fame day that the French

fleet left Bofton, a detachment of five thoufand

troops under convoy of a fmall fquadron com-

manded by Commodore Hotham, failed from Sandy

Hook, and arrived, fortunately without encounter-

ing the enemy in their courfc, at Barbadoes, De-

cember 10 (1778). Without fuffcring the troops

to difembark, an expedition was immediately re-

folved upon again ft the iiland of St. Lucia, where

on the 1 3th a landing was effected. By the active

exertions of General Meadows and Admiral Bar-

rington, upon whom the command had now de-

volved, fcveral of the advanced pofts were carried,

when Count d'Eftaing appeared in view with a

far fuperior force, having on board a large body of

troops, with which he hoped to effect: the entire

reduction of the Englifh iflands. The fquadron

of Admiral Barrington confifted only of three fliips

of the line, two of
fifty guns, and three frigates,

which he ftationed acrofs the entrance of the Ca-

reenage, fupported by fcveral batteries creeled on

fhore. On the morning of the i5th of December

the French Admiral bore down with ten fail of the

line, but met with fo gallant a reception that he

thought proper in a Ihort time to draw off. In the

afternoon he renewed the attack with his whole

fquadron, and a furious cannonade, directed chiefly

i agaihft



K. GEORGE IIT. ^fc

againft Admiral Barrington's divifion, was kept up
for feveral hours, without making any impreflion

upon the Englilh line ; and the French Admiral

was again obliged to defift from his attack. He
now landed a body of five thoufand troops, and

putting himfelf at their head marched with great

refolution to the aflault of the Britifh lines : but

they were received by General Meadows with the

lame determined valor as they had before expe-

rienced from Admiral Barrington ; and being re-

pulfed with great lofs, the Count re-embarked his

troops, and left the ifland to its fate. It foon after

furrendered to the Britilh arms on honorable terms

of capitulation, and this conqueft was- confidered as

much more than an equivalent for the lofs of Do-

minique.

On the continent of America the war ftill

raged with dreadful and unremitted malignity. In

confequence of the horrid mode of warfare adopted

by the Court of Great Britain, which in the midft

of pleafure and feftivity ilTued its orders to defolate

and deftroy, an expedition was undertaken by a Co-

lonel Butler, in conjunction with one Brandt, an

half Indian by birth, and a man beyond example

cruel and ferocious, againft the beautiful and flou-

rifhing fettlement of Wyoming. This was an in-

fant riling colony, fituated on the eaftern branch

of the Sufquehanna, confining of eight townlhips,

in a country and climate luxuriantly fertile.

X 4 In
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In the month of July 1778 the enemy appeared

in force to the number of about fixteen hundred

.men, of whom about one-fourth were Indians, and

immediately invefted the fort. The Commandant,

knowing its inability to make any effectual defence,

difpatched a flag to Colonel Butler, to know what

terms he would grant on a furrender ; to which he

replied in two words, THE HATCHET. The gar-

rifon, -though refolute to fell their lives as dear as

poffible,
were foon overpowered ; and the favage

conquerors, after gratifying their infernal rage by a

moft bloody military execution, fhut up the re-

mainder in the barracks, to which tfiey fet fire, and

confumed the whole in one general blaze. The

entire fettlement was now delivered up to all the

horrors of Indian barbarity, of which the detail is

not to be endured. A terreftrial paradife was in a

fhort time converted into a frightful wafte ; and

men, women, and children underwent one. com-

mon butchery, in all the poffible varieties of tor-

ture. A Provincial officer, of the name of Bedlock,

being ftripped naked, had his body ftuck full of

{harp pine fplinters ; and a heap of knots of the

fame wood being then piled around him, the whole

was fet on fire two other officers alfo, Captains

Ranfey and Durgie, being thrown alive into the

flames. Such are the accurfed confequences of

that princely ambition which is exalted fo high
above the level of common life as to admit of no

Sympathy
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iympathy with human mifery. Feeling deeply for

the honor of Britain, a veil has been perhaps too

partially caft over the enormities committed by the

Indians employed in the northern expedition, and

in other parts of the continent. There are indeed

degrees of human depravity and wickednefs crea-

tive of fenfations which no tongue can exprefs, and

no language impart*.

To defcend to what mufl be regarded as an au-

thorized and civilized mode of warfare, it is necef-

fary to mention that Major General Grey, an of-

ficer who had repeatedly diftinguifhed himfelf by
his military Ikill and courage, was detached in the

month of September from New York on an expedi-

tion to a place called Fair-Haven, on the coaft

of New England, where he deftroyed about fe-

venty fail of (hipping, together with the magazines,

wharfs, ftores, &c. ; and proceeding to Martha's

Vineyard, a beautiful illand in the vicinity, he car-

ried off an immenfe booty in oxen and fheep,

which afforded a welcome fupply to the army at

jNew York.

* "
They ERR who count it glorious to fubdue

By conqueft far and wide, to over-run

Large countries deferving freedom more

Than thofe their conquerors, who leave behind

Nothing but ruin wherefoe'er they rove,

And all the flouriftiing
works of peace deftroy

-

Then fwell with pride, and mult be titled GODS."

MILTON.

In
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In a fhort time after this, the fame officer, air-

ing under the direction of Lord Cormvallis, fur-

prifed in the night, aflcep and naked, a regiment

of American light-horfe, ftationed near the right

bank of the North River. Quarter being refufcd,

and the men wholly incapable of refiftance, a ter-

rible execution took place, which the Congrefs in

a fubfequent remonftrance fcrupled not to ftigma-

tize as " a maflacre in cold blood." A fimilar en-

terprife was undertaken with fimilar fuccefs by

Captain Fcrgulbn, againft a detached corps of Pu-

lawfki's legion of light infantry; and the Americans

were not a little embarrafled to conjecture what

thofe worfe extremes of war could be, which the

manifeik) ofthe Commiflioncrs menaced them with

in the future conduct of it.

An undertaking of greater importance was now

determined upon by Sir Henry Clinton, who de-

tached a conliderable body of troops under the

command of Colonel Campbell, convoyed by a

fquadron under Sir Hyde Parker, to attempt the

recovery of the province of Georgia General

Prevoft, Governor of Eaft Florida, having at the

fame time orders to co-operate with them. On the

23d of December 1778, the whole armament ar-

rived at the mouth of the Savannah. The force

which that weak and infant colony was able to

oppofe to the invaders was foon
difperfed, and the

town of Savannah fell of courfe into the hands of

the
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the victors. General Prevoft foon after arriving

with a large re-inforcement, took upon him the

command of the whole.

From this ikctch of the campaign of 1778 in

America, it is now expedient to advert to the fitua-

tion of affairs in Europe. When a war with France

appeared inevitable. Admiral Keppel, an officer of

diftinguifhed merit and reputation, but wholly un-

connected with the prefent Minifters, was, on the

pcrfonal and urgent felicitation of the King, pre-

vailed on to accept the command of the channel

fleet, though, as he himfelf obferved,
" his forty

years fcrvices were not marked by any favor from

the Crown, except that of its confidence in the

time of danger." The admiral, at parting, might

with propriety have faid to his Sovereign, as Ma-

rechal Villars to Louis XIV. " I go to fight your

Majefty's enemies, and leave mine in your clofet."

On the 1 3th of June the admiral failed from

St. Helen's with twenty (hips of the line, and at

the entrance of the Bay of Bifcay he fell in with

the Licorne and the Belle Poule, two French fri-

gates. Through that feeblenefs and indecifion of

counfels which prevailed at this period in the Britifh

Cabinet, the admiral had no pofitive orders as to

the commiffion or avoidance of actual hoftilities,

but was inverted with an unmeaning and, as to

himfelf, dangerous difcretion of acting according

to
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to circumftances. Perceiving the frigates intent

on taking an accurate furvey of his fleet, he thought

it expedient to fire a gun in order to compel them

to bring-to; and on their refufal to obey the fig-

nal a chace enfued, when the Licorne, after wan-

tonly difcharging a whole broadlide, Itruck to the

America of feventy-four guns. The Belle Poule,

after a warm engagement with the Arethufa, el-

caped by running on fhore. The Pallas alfo,

another French frigate, was in the mean time cap-

tured and detained. From the papers found on

board thefe frigates, the admiral difcovered to his

inexpreflible aftonifliment that the French fleet,

lying in Breft water, amounted to no lefs than

thirty-two fail of the line: he was therefore under

the immediate neccflity of returning to port for a

reinforcement; and, on tranfmitting accounts of

his proceedings to Government, .he received no

intimation of approbation or difapprobation.

On the 9th of July, however, he was enabled

again to fail with twenty-four fhips, and was foon

afterwards joined by fix more. In a few days he

came in
fight

of the French fleet, commanded by
M. d'Orvilliers, who feemed, on perceiving the

Englifh fleet nearly equal in force, inclined to

avoid an engagement; but the wind changing
fome points in favor of the Englifh, they gained
fo much upon the enemy that an engagement be-

came inevitable, and the French ranging in order

Pf
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of battle, but on the oppofite tack, the fleets pafled

each other about noon in a diagonal direction.

The action, though very warm, was confequently

partial ;
but the Englifh admiral having in a fhort

time fufficiently repaired his damages, made the

proper fignals for the van and rear divifions to take

their refpeclive ilations. This order was inftantly

obeyed by Sir Robert Harland, of the van ; but

Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifsr, of the rear or blue

divifion, who had fallen a great way to- leeward,

took no notice whatever of the fignals. Admiral

Keppel, after waiting perhaps too long, fent the

Fox frigate at five o'clock with peremptory direc-

tions to Sir Hugh Pallifer, to bear down into his

wake in order to renew the engagement. Sir

Hugh anfwered,
" that he was knotting andfplicing,

but would obey the order as foon as poiBble."

At fix o'clock the commander threw out ano-

ther fignal for ALL SHIPS to come into their fta-

tions ;
and at feven o'clock, wearied with expec-

tation, he threw out a third fignal, for each parti-

cular (hip of the blue d-ivifion to come into her

ftation in the line but all to m> purpofe, and the

day finally clofed before Sir Hugh Pal lifer rejoined

his commander. In the night the French made

fail for their own coaft, and in the morning fcarcciy

were the rearmofl fhips difcernible from the top-

maft heads of the Englifh fleet. Admiral Keppel

therefore returned to- Portfmouth to refit ;.
but his

public
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public letter, containing an account of this tranf-

action, occafionecl great fpeculation his defire to

icreen the mifconduct of the admiral of the blue

inducing him to give fuch a relation of this en-

gagement as feemed to imply great impropriety

of behaviour in the commander himfclf. For no

reafon whatever was affigned for not renewing the-

engagement in the afternoon, except the expecta-

tion ofthe admiral,
" that the French would fight

it out handfomely the next day."

It was impoffible that the truth fhould not in

fbme degree tranfpire ; and a well written letter

appearing Ibme time afterwards in the public

prints, feverely reflecting on the conduct of Sir

Hugh Pallifer, that officer thought proper to re-

quire from the commander in chief a formal dif-

avowal of the charges it contained, and a public

juftification of his character. This the commander

abfolutely and indignantly declining, the vice-ad-

miral immediately exhibited articles of accufation

againft Admiral Keppel, for mifconduct and ne-

glect of duty on the 2yth of July (1778), although

he had in the month of October a fecopd time

failed with Admiral Kcppcl, and had never before

this fo much as whifpered a word to his prejudice.

The Lords of the Admiralty, to the aftonimment

of the nation, without the leali hefitation, and even

with apparent alacrity ami fatisfaction, fixed a day

for the trial of the Commander in Chief; the refult

of
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i>f which was in the higheft degree honorable to

that brave and injured officer, who was not only

unanimouily acquitted by the court-martial, but

received the thanks of both Houfes of Parliament

for his ferviees. Sir Hugh Pallifer afterwards de-

manded a court-martial upon himfelf, which ter-

minated in a flight cenfure only ; but the rcfent-

ment of the public was fo great that it was deemed

expedient by the Minifters to accept his fucceffive

reiignations of his place at the Board of Admiralty,
his Lieutcnant-Generalfhip of Marines, his Go-

vernment of Scarborough Caftle, and to permit

him to vacate his feat in the Houfe of Com-

mons. The acquittal of Admiral Keppel was ce-

lebrated with illuminations and rejoicings in all

parts of the kingdom ; and the houfes of Lord

{Sandwich and Sir Hugh Pallifer were infulted by
the populace, and the demolition of them with

difficulty prevented.

The ready acquiefcence of the Board of Admi-

ralty in the appointment of the court-martial, on

a charge fo grofsly invidious and unjult, gave the

higheft difguft to the officers of the navy. A
flrong memorial was prefented to his Majefly on

the fubjecl: by the Duke ofBolton, ligned by twelve

admirals, with the venerable Hawke at their head,

ilating to his Majefty, in ftrong colors, the ruinous

confequences which the precedent now introduced

would inevitably bring upon all naval fervice and

difcipline.
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dlfcipline.
"

If," faid thefe gallant defenders of

their country," we had conceived that this Board

had no legal ufe of their reafon in a point of fuch

delicacy and importance, we {hould
%
have known

on what terms we ferved ; but we never did ima-

gine it pofliblc that we were to receive orders from,

and be accountable to, thofe who by law were re-

duced to become mere paffive inftruments to the

poffible ignorance, malice, or treachery of any in-

dividual, who might think fit to difarm his Ma-

jefty's navy of its beft and higheft officers. We
conceive it to be difrcfpectful to the laws of our

country, to fuppofe them capable of fuch manifeft

injuftice and abfurdity.'*

The only part ofAdmiral Keppel's conduct really

culpable appears to have proceeded from that ex-

eefs of deference and refpect for Sir Hugh Pallifer,

which prevented his adopting thofe daring and

decifive meafures the occafion called for, in order

to improve in the mod effectual manner an op-

portunity of which he had little reafon to expect

the return. The courage of Sir Hugh Pallifer had

been on many occafions too confpicuous to be

queftioned ; but that principle of envy, fo power-

ful in fome minds, could not endure that a man

whom he regarded in the light of a rival fhould

acquire fuch an addition of fame and fuperiority

as mud have refulted from a complete and decided

victory.

3 The
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The SESSION commenced on the 26th of No-

vember 1778. The fpeech from the throne was

loud in complaint of" the unexampled and unpro-

voked hoftility of the Court of France ; and regret

was expreflcd that the efforts which had been

made for difappointing the malignant deligns of

the enemy had not been attended with all the

fuccefs which the juftice of the cauie, and the vi-

gorous exertions which had' been made, feemcd to

promife." The addrefTes of both Houfes, in the

ufual ftylc ofduty and loyalty, were carried by great

majorities. But in a fhort time the attention of

Parliament was attracted by a motion made by the

Marquis of Rockingham," That an humble addrefs

be prefented to his Majefty, to exprefs the difplea-

fure of the Houfe at the manifeilo ifTued under the

feal of the American Commiffioners on the 3d day

of October laft; and to acquaint his Majefty with

the fenfe of this Houfe, that the faid Commiffioners

had no authority whatfocvcr under the Acl of

Parliament, in virtue ofwhich they were appointed,

to make fuch declaration ; and humbly befeeching

that the faid manifesto be publicly difavowed by

his Majefty." The noble mover, in the courfe of

an able and excellent fpeech, addreffed himfelf to

the BISHOPS in a manner peculiarly finking. He
obferved that " the nature and principle ofthe war

were entirely changed. The right reverend Bench,

relying on the afliirances of Minifiers, might ori-

VOL. II. Y ginally
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ginally have believed its motives honorable, and

its object eafily attainable ; but the fame Minifters

now declared to all the world, that a totally new

fyflem of policy was adopted, America was relin-

quifhed, and a new fpecies of war denounced, tend-

ing merely and avowedly to revenge, (laughter, and

univerfal destruction. The fimple votes of their

Lorclfhips on this occafion would at once fully ex-

prefs their delegation of the inhuman fyfieni in

queftion, and, in conjunction with thole of the

Temporal Lords who entertained the fame fenti-

ments, would fully obviate its effects." After a ve-

hement debate, in which the Miniftcrs endea-

vored, by refinements of explanation, to palliate

what no one dared explicitly to defend, the motion

was negatived by a majority of 71 to 37 Peers, 31

of whom joined in a protcft of uncommon energy

and ability.
" The public law of nations," laid their

Lordfliips,
"

in affirmance of the dictates of nature

and the precepts of religion, forbids us to rcfort to

the extremes of war upon our own opinion of their

expediency, or in any cafe to carry on war for the

purpofe of defolation. We are mocked to fee the

firft law of nature,
f

felf-prefcrvation,
1

perverted

and abufed into a principle cfeftructive of all other

laws. Thofc objects ofwar which cannot be corn-

palled by fair and honorable hoftility, ought not to

be compafled at all. An end that has no means

but fuch as are unlawful, is an unlawful end." It

ii
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is painful to remark, that the name of one Bi-

fhop only, the venerable Shipley of St. Afaph,
is to be found in the long and illuftrious train of

fignatures affixed to this memorable proteit ;

which, if it wanted any other recommendation to

notice than its own intrinfic merit, might with

pride recount the names of a Rockingham, a

Camdcn> a Portland, an Effingham, a Harcourt,

and many others, inferior neither in wifdom nor in

virtue to any which this age or country could

boaft.

Some time after the Chriftmas rccefs, Mr. Fox

moved a vote of cenfure upon Lord Sandwich,

for fending Admiral Keppel, with twenty (hips

of the line only, to a ftation off the coaft of

France, thereby hazarding the fafety of the king-

dom, the Breft fleet confining at that time of thir-

ty-two fhips of the line, befides a great fuperiority

of frigates. Mr. Fox faid, if the prefent motion

was carried, he (hould follow it with another, for

the removal of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty.

This Nobleman had deferredly incurred the pub-

lic refentment and odium by the countenance

he had given to the late profecution of Admiral

Keppel. Of this he now felt the effe6l ; the mo-

tion of cenfure being negatived, in a very full

Houfe, by a majority of 34 voices only. Encou-

raged by the unaccuftomed flrength of the mino-

rity on this occafion, Mr. Fox in a few days moved,

Y 2
" That
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" That the ftate of the Navy, at the breaking out

of the prefent war, was inadequate to the exigen-

cies of the fervice." This motion he enforced in

a fpeech of lingular ability. In the courfe of the

debate, Lord Howe declared his refolution to de-

cline all future fervice, fo long as the prefent Mi-

nifters continued in office. A decifive experience

had taught him, that, bcfidcs rifqtiing his honor

and profeflional character in fuch an attempt, he

could not, under fuch counfels, render any eflen-

tial fervice to his country. The whole force of

the Miniftry being exerted to parry this attack,

the motion was at length rejected, by a majority

of 246 to 174 voices.

The indulgence (hewn in the laft feffion to the

Roman Catholics, made the refufal of the claim

of the Proteflant Diflenters appear fo extremely

invidious on the part of the Court, that it was

judged improper longer to difcourage the applica-

tion for their relief; and on the motion of Sir

Henry Houghton, feconded by Mr. Frederic

Montague, a bill for that purpofe was brought in,

and pafled through both Houfes with very trivial

oppofition. The debate in the Houfe of Lords

was, however, rendered memorable, by a very re-

markable fpeech of Dr. Shipley, Bifhop of St.

Afaph, the friend and difciple of HOADLEY, and

on whom the mantle of that illuftrious prelate

teemed in an efpecial manner to have defcended.

His
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His Lordfliip exprcfled
" his moft cordial acqui-

efcence in the repeal of thofe penal laws which

had long been the difgracc of the National

Church : he objected only to the condition an-

nexed to the repeal the IMPOSITION of a Con-

fefllon of Faith, however fhort and general and

true fuch as he hoped he fhould have the virtue,

if called upon, to feal with his blood. But his

Lordfhip abfolutely difclaimed, for himfelf, any an

thority civil or facrcd to impofe this creed upon
other men. By fuch impofition the prefent bill,

which profefles to repeal all former penal laws, is

converted into a penal law itfelf; for thofe who

do not fubfcribe the declaration ftill remain liable

to all the old penalties. The truth contained in

the declaration, viz.
' That the Scriptures are the

revealed will of GOD, and the rule of faith and

practice,'
was indeed acknowledged by every

Proteftant. But fuppoiing the exiitence of any

feet of Chriftians who fhould rejecl .our Canon of

Scripture, who fhould build their faith on the balls

of tradition, or on the fuppofed illuminations of

the Spirit,
would you, my Lords, perlecute them

for believing Chiiilianity upon arguments that fuit

their own underftandings ? Such men would un-

doubtedly be in error, but error in religion is the

very ground and fubject of toleration. The evils

Demiting from this declaration are not however

tpnfined to
poflibilities. Many of the moft emi-

nent
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nent of the DuTenting Miniilers men highly

deferring efteem for their fcience, their literature,

their critical ftudy of the Scriptures, for tfaeir ex-,

cellent writings in defence of Chriftianity, as well

as of the civil and religious rights of mankind ;
-

men, whom it would be no difparagement to

this Bench to acknowledge as friends and brethren,

engaged in the fame honorable and arduous talk

of inftru&ing the world in the ways of happi-

nefs: fuch men as thefe, my Lords, if the claufe

in queftion be enacted and carried into execution,

will not even be tolerated. Declaring, as they

have invariably done, againft all Jiuman authority

in matters of religion, and holding it as a firft

principle of Proteftantifm, that no church has a

right to impofe its owp articles of faith upon

others, they conceive that an acquiefccnce in

this declaration would imply a recognition of that

claim which they are bound as Chriftians and Pro-

teftants to refill. It is the duty of Magiftrates, it

is indeed the very end pf Magiftracy, to protect all

men in the enjoyment of their natural rights, of

which the free exercife of their religion is one of

the firft and bed. All hiftory, my Lords, is full of

the mifchiefs occafioned by the want of toleration ;

but no one has ever yet pretended to (hew that

any public evils have been occafioned by tolera-

tion. At a meeting of the Right Rev. Bench,

\vhere I had the honor to be prefent, it was

afked,
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' whether the claufe in queftiori was ever in-

tended to be put in execution ?' It was anfwered,
4

No, there was no fuch intention.' I alked then,

and I afk now,
* What was the ufe of making

laws that were never to be executed ?' To make
ufelefs and infignificant laws, is not to exercife au-

thority, but to degrade it ; it is a vain, idle, and

infolent parade of legislation : and yet, my Lords,

would to GOD the four laft (hameful and mifera-

ble years had been employed in making fuch laws

as thefe ! this wretched country might ftill have

been fafe, and perhaps once more might have been

happy. But, my Lords, let us for a moment con-

fider to whom this power of prefcribing Articles

of Faith is to be confided : undoubtedly this

holy dcpofit cannot fail to be lodged where we

have placed every thing elfe that is great and

good the honor, the intereft, the ilrength, and

revenues of the nation ALL are placed in the

keeping of the MINISTRY. Perhaps, my Lords,

there might be Miniilers, to whofe management
none who have the leail value for their religion

would choofe to confide it. One might naturally

afk a Minifler for a good penfion, or a good con-

tract, or a place at Court; but hardly any' one

would think of making intereft with them for a

place in HEAVEN. What I now fay applies only

to future bad Minifters, for of the prefent Ad-

miniftration I moft firmly believe that they are

Y 4 fully
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fully as capable of defining Articles of Faith as of

directing the Councils of the Siate. The ruling

party is always very liberal in beftowing the title of

Schifmatic and Heretic on thofe who differ from

them in religion, and in representing them as

dangerous to the State. IVJy Lords, the contrary

js
the truth. Thofe who are uppermoft, and

have the power, are the men who do the mif-

chief, while the Schifmatics only fuffer and com-

plain. Aftt, who has brought the affairs of this

country into the prefent .calamitous ftatc ? Who
are the men that have plundered and depopulated

Bengal ? Who are they that have turned a whole

continent, inhabited by friends apd kindred, into

our bittereft enemies? Yes! they who have ihorn.

the ftrength and cut off the right arm of Britain,

were all members of the ESTABLISHED CHURCH,
all orthodox men. I am not afraid of thofe ten-

der and fcrupulous confciences who are over-r

cautious of profeiiing or believing too much : if

they are fmcerely in the wrong, I forgive their

errors, and refpccl their integrity. The men I

am afraid of, are the men who believe every thing,

and fubfcribe every thing, and who VOTE for every

thing."- Upon the whole, it appears jjut too evi-

dent, that the final fuccefs of the bill, from which

the objectionable claufc was not fuficred to be

expunged, muft be attributed not to the candor and

equity of the. Court, but to the. general, fpirit anc|

r^fb temper
4
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temper of the times, which were at this period

happily and ftrongly at variance with the fpirit of

perfecution and intolerance.

A far more doubtful and difficult fubject

of difcuffion prefentcd itfelf, in contemplat-

ing the ftate political and commercial of the

kingdom of Ireland; which, by the continu-

ance of the prefent ruinous war, was now re-

duced to the moft extreme and urgent diftrcfs.

Lord Newhaven, in concert with various other

refpectable members particularly connected with

that kingdom, attempted to revive the propo-

fitions of the laft year with fome new modifica-

tions, but without effect, At length it was car-

ried by a fmall majority to repeal that claufe in

the Act of Navigation in favor ofIreland, by which

fhips coming from the Weft Indies were compelled

to bring their cargoes directly to England. But

this indulgence being oppofed by the commercial

cities of England, on a fubfequent motion for the

Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee, the Mi-

nifter declared himfelf adverfe to the meafure, and

it was finally loft by a majority of four voices.

A third motion by Mr. Fox,
" for the re-

moval of the Earl of Sandwich from his Majefty's

perfon and councils for ever, was negatived by 221

voices to 1 1 8. The HOWES, impatient of the

obloquy thrown upon them by the partifans of the

Court, had earnefHy folicited a parliamentary en-

quiry into their conduct in America; to which the

Minifter
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Minifter at length very relii&antly aflented. A
multitude of papers were in confequence laid upon
the table; and the Houfe revolving itfelf into n

Committee of Enquiry, Lord Gornwallis, Sir

Charles Grey, Sir Guy Carleton, and various other

officers of high reputation who had lerved in Ame-

rica, were examined at the bar of the Houfe;

and the refult of a long and tedious inveftigation

was in general,
" That the force fent to America

was at no time equal to the fubjugation of that

continent ; that the people ofAmerica were almoft

unanimous in their enmity and refinance to Great

Britain ; that the nature of the country was be-

yohH' any other difficult and impracticable for

rni'itary operations ; and that there was no fairer

profpecl of fucrcfs, in any fubfequent attempt at

conqin.ft, than in thofe which had been already

made." On the 29th of June 1779, the Commit-

tee was fuddcnly diffblved without coming to a

linglerefolution on any part ofthe bufinefs.

In the Houfe of Lords, the Earl of Briftol

moved an Addrefs to the King, fimilar to that

of Mr. Fox, for the removal of the Earl of Sand-

wich. His Lordfhip fupported this motion in

a fpeech containing a very extenfive difplay of

political and profcffional knowledge. This No-

bleman affirmed,
" that about fevcn millions more

money had been allotted for the fupport and

increafe of our Navy during the laft feven years,

than in any former equal period ; and that, dur-
6 ing
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ing this time, the decreafe and decline of the na-

vy had been in an inverfe ratio to the excefs of

the expenditure. While fuch has been the un-

bounded liberality of Parliament; what, exclaim-

ed the Noble Lord, is become ofour navy ? or, if

ihere is no navy, what is become of our money 2"

The motion was rejected by 78 voices to 39.

Notwithftanding thcfe repeated acquittals, the re-

putation of Lord Sandwich fuffered not a little, by
this fucccfiion of attacks, in the eftimation of the

public. A fhort time before the prorogation, a

Royal Meflage was ibmewhat unexpectedly deli-

vered to both Houfes, on a fubject of the highr

eft importance, informing them, that a Manifefto

had been prefented to his Majefty by the Count

d'Almodovar, Ambaflador of the King of Spain,

containing a declaration of hoftility on the part of

the Catholic King, who had in confequence or-

dered his Amballador to depart without taking

leave. The difclofure of this alarming event, fo

long predicted by the Minority, called forth all

their powers of eloquence and invective, The Mi-

nifters were reminded "of their blmdnels, ofcilmacy,

and incredulity on this fubject of the contempt
with which they had treated every warning of

danger -and of their repeated and triumphant de-

clarations
" that Spain could have no interefl in

joining our enemies Spain had colonies of her

pwn, and would not fet fo bad an example as to

afford
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afford aid or fuccor to our rebellious colonies.

The honor, fincerity, and fidelity of the Court of

opain were held up as facred, and thus were Par-

liament and the Nation kept in a conftant Hate of

delufion until they were awakened from their

dream by the imminence of the impending ruin."

The Addrefs, however, containing the fullcfl af-

furances 'of fupport^ was unonimoufly agreed to.

But a fubfequent motion of Lord John Cavendifh,

for the withdrawment of the troops from America,

was evaded by a qncltion of adjournment.

In confequence of the acknowledged neceflity of

new and unprecedented exertions, a plan wasformcd

by the Minifter for augmenting the militia to dou-

ble the aclual number : and a bill for that purpole

palled the Commons without difficulty, but met

with an unexpected opposition with the Lords and

on adiviiion the compulfory claufe was thrown out

by a majority of 39 to 22 voices ; the Lord Prefi-

dent Lord Gower, and both the Secretaries of

State, giving their votes againtl it. A folitary pro-

vifion for railing volunteer companies only remain-

ed ; and in this (late it was returned to the Com^

mons, to the great chagrin of the Minifter, who

openly complained ofthe dcfcrtion of his colleagues

in office; nor w;;s his mortification leflcned by
the taunts of the Oppofition, who remarked, that

the difunion and difcord which the Adminiftratioii

had been the means of fprcading throughout the

empire,
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empire, had now fcized the Cabinet, and was

equally vifible amongft themfclves.

On the 3d of July the King clofcd the feffion

with a fpeech, in which his Majefty mentioned it

as a happy omen of the fuccefs of his arms, that

the increafc of difficulties feerned only to augment
the courage and conftancy of the nation. The

Memorial of Count d'Ahnodovar, and a long

j unificatory Manifefto fubfequently published by
the Court of Madrid, were filled with heavy com-

plaints of the conducl of the Englifh Court for

fcveral years pad, though certainly grounded on

no folid reafon ;
the King of England truly affirm-

ing in his mefThgc to Parliament,
" That with re-

gard to Spain he had nothing to reproach him-

felf with ; and that his delire to cultivate peace

and amity with that power had been uniform and

fincere." The Court of Madrid pretended, that'

the infults and mcre$ble "violences offered to the

Spanifh traders by England from the year 1776

to the beginning of the prefent year 1779, were

no lets than 86 in number, fince which other in-

fults and injuries had been offered ; fo that the

whole amount arofe to the precife and full com-

plement of one hundred. The only circumftance

really important and interefting in this fingular

Manifefto, is the difcovery that the mediation of

Spain had been offered and. accepted by Great

Britain and France foon after the commencement

of
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of hoftilities, and that a negotiation between thefe

two Courts had been actually carried on for the

jpace of eight months.

On the 1 4th of September, immediately fubfe-

quent ta the arrival of the Count cTAlmodovar in

London, Lord Weymouth declared to his Excel-

lency, that the King of England moft fmcercly

defired ta terminate the prefcnt war, by the me-

diatioa of his Catholic Majcfiy. In confequence-

of which, the King of Spain, after much dif-

cuffion, propofed a general truce for a term of

years,
in order to allow time for the final accom-

modation of differences. In his ultimatum of the

^d of Aprif 1778, he offered the city of Madrid

for the holding of a General Congrefs for this pur-

pofe, to which the Colonies fhould be admitted

to fend Commiflioners, and in the mean time to

be treated as an Independent Power; and that a

general difarming fhould take place within one

month in Europe, and four months in America ;

his Catholic Majeity offering at the fame time his

guarantee of the definitive treaty. The Manifesto

fiates, That the Court of London objected to re-

cognizing the Independency of America during

the continuance of the truce; and it forcibly

urges, as a thing very extraordinary*,, and even ridi-

culous, that the Minifter, Lord North, had, not-

withltanding this objection, propofed in the Eng-
liih Houfe of Commons that the Congrefs fhould

be
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be treated with as the Plenipotentiaries of Indepen-

dent States, on the very provifo fuggefted by Spain,

that this conceflion fhould not be underftood to

preclude the fubfequcnt poffible relinquifhment of

that independency. The Convention of Sara-

toga, the cartel fettled for the exchange of pri-

ibners, the nomination of Commiflioners to fup-

fticale the Americans for peace at their own doors,

are, it is afiertcd, real and unequivocal acknow-

ledgements of the Independency of America.

TheEnglith nation itfelf is appealed to by his Ca-

tholic Majcfty:
' whether thefe a6ts are more

conlbnant with the dignity of the Britifh Crown,

than would be the granting, at the interccliion of

his Catholic Majefty, a fufpenfion of hoftilities

for the adjuftment of differences, and the treat-

ing them in this interval as Independent States.'

Neverthelefs the Englifh Court pofitively rcfufed,

as the Manifefto proceeds to affirm, its afTcnt to the

propositions contained in this ultimatum; declaring

moreover, that France fhould not interfere in the

arrangement of the interefts of thofe (he affefis to

call her allies : and, in fine, the Englifh Court had

the effrontery to fay, that the drift of Spain was to

form, from the pretcnfions ofthe Colonies to inde-

pendence, one common caufe with them and with

France. On the contrary, his Catholic Majefty

declares, that thefe laft propofals were not even

communicated to France before they were tranf-

mitted
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mitted to the Court ofLondon; To that the haugh-

ty exprefiions of the Englilh Minitlry amount

merely to this conclufion,
'

that, in fpite of the

overture made by themfclves, they prefer war to

peace, or a treaty under the mediation of the

Catholic King, whom they provokingly infulted^

treating him as partial, inconfillent, and leagued

with the enemies of Great Britain; notwithftand-

ing which. his Catholic Majefty did not hTue or-

ders for rcprifuls, but in confequence of the actual

commencement of hottilities on the part of Great

Britain." Upon the whole it is evident, from

the explicit and curious detail of the whole ne-

gotiation given in this Manifeilo, clothed as it is

in the (lately language of Cattilian pride, tinc-

tured with abfurdity, that Spain adled in this bu-

fincfs with generality, opennefs, and honor. It

was undoubtedly determined by both branches of

the Houfe of Bourbon, to eftablifh the permanent

independency of America: but this SPAIN at leaft

wiihcd to efFec"l without involving herfelf in a war

with England; and the expedient fuggefted by
bis Catholic Majefly was certainly the wifeft and

bed which in prefent circumilanccs could be

adopted ; but the pride of the Englifh Court was

not yet fufftcicntly humbled to aflent to the eman-

cipation of America, though the idea of fubjuga-

tion became every day more palpably chimerical

and extravagant.

During
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Stormont, late Ambaflador at Paris, was made Se-

cretary of State in the room of the Earl of Suf-

folk deceafed. The Earl of Weymouth a fecond

time refigned the Seals of the Southern Depart-

ment, which were transferred to the fcarl of Hillf-

borough; and Earl Bathurft, late Chancellor of

Great Britain, was nominated Prefident of the

Council, in the room of Earl Gower. The Great

Seal had been configned, in the courfe of the pre-

ceding year, to the Attorney-General Thurlow,
created Baron Thurlow, a man endowed by na-

ture with uncommon talents, which were con-

cealed, and in effect loft to the world, under an

almoft impervious veil of morofencfs, bigotry, and

malevolence.

The flate of affairs on the other fide of the

Atlantic once more demands our attention. The

reduction of Georgia by General Prevoft and Col.

Campbell, though in itfelf of no great importance,

excited juft alarm in the inhabitants of the Caro-

linas, which were protected only by their own

militia, and an inconfiderable body of continental,

troops under the command of General Lincoln,

who lay encamped at Piiriiburg, on the north

fide of the river Savannah, about twenty miles

above the town ofthat name. At the end ofApril

1779, this officer left that advantageous pofition,

which enabled him effectually to cover the pr6-

VOL. II. Z vince,
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vince, and marched along the banks
;

of the river

to Augufta, where he expected to be joined by

powerfal reinforcements; and he hoped, by paf-

ing the river, to cut off the communication of

General Prevoft with the back country, whence

he received his fupplies. But General Prevoft was

no fooner apprifed of this movement, than he de-

termined to pals the Savannah at Purifburg, and

make a rapid march towards Charleftown. This,

the fmall force left by General Lincoln to guard
the pafiage of the Savannah was not able to pre-

vent ; and the Englim army, confiding of about

4000 men, including Indians, arrived in the vici-

nity ofthat city on the i ith ofMay. To the chagrin

of the Englifh General, he found the place ftrongly

fortified and well fecured by the numerous mili-

tia which had now collected for its defence. After

fummoning the city in vain to furrender, he deter-

mined, on hearing that General Lincoln was on

his march back to Carolina, to decamp that very

night, and took poft, after fome detours, in the

ifland of Port Royal, to the fouth of Charleftown

harbor. In the mean time Sir Henry Clinton

was engaged, in conformity to the policy of the

Englim Court, whence he derived his inftruclions,

in various predatory expeditions. Sir George Col-

lier and General Matthew, in a defcent upon Vir-

ginia, burnt the town of Suffolk, and deftroyed

the veflels, provifions and ftores found there, and

o at
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sit Gofport, Jenner's Creek, and various other

places in that quarter. Sir H. Clinton in perfon

proceeded up the North River, and carried, by

great exertions of gallantry, the two important

pofls of Stoney Point and Verplanks, which the

Americans had diligently fortified to preferve the

communication between the Eafterfi and Weflerri

Colonies. Another expedition under Sir George

Collier, Governor Tryon commanding the land

forces, was projected nearly at the fame time

againft Newhaven in Connecticut, which they

plundered, and afterwards proceeded to Fairfield

and Norwalk, which they laid in afhes; and alfo

the buildings and farm-houfes to the compafs of

two miles round. At the fame time a Proclama-

tion was ifTued by them, declaring
" the exiftence

of a fingle houfe on the coaft to be a flriking mo-

nument of Britifh mercy." A far more important

enterprife was next undertaken by the fame of-

ficer, for the relief of a fortrefs lately con-

ftrucled at the mouth of the river Penobfcot, in

the eaftern cdnfmes of New England, and garri-

foried by a detachment ofKing's troops from Nova

Scotia. This poft had been for fome time clofely

invefled by an armament of confiderable force

from Bofton, which was attacked lying in the

river and almofl entirely deftroyed by Sir George

Collier, who took two frigates of twenty and eigh-

teen guns, the remainder to the amount of feven-

Z 2 teen
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teen vefiels being Branded and burnt. The lu-

perior weight of metal on the part of the Englifli

Commodore, who hoifted his broad pendant on

board the Raifonnable, of 64 guns, and whofe

whole fquadron con lilted of fix fhips only, far

more than counterbalance the fuperiority of

numbers on the part of the enemy. On the

ether hand, the Americans were not without their

fuccefles. After the capture of Stoney Point and

Verplanks by the Englifh, no pains were fparcd to

make them impregnable to the attacks of the

enemy ; notwithllanding which, a plan was formed

by the American General Wayne, for the fur-

prifal of this poft, which was carried into execu-

tion with great refolution on the night of the

1 5th of July. Neither the deep morafs in front

of the lines, the double rows of abattis, or the

inceflavit and tremendous fire from the batteries,

could damp the ardor of the troops, who, attack-

ing with fixed bayonets, carried the works with re-

fiftlefs intrepidity. The clemency of the con-

querors was no lefs confpicuous than their bravery;

for, though they had repeatedly been rcfufed quar-

ter in fimilar fituations, the lives of more than 500

men, who threw down their arms, were gene-

roufly granted.

In a few days, another Britifh pod at Patilus

Hook was furprifed in a fimilar manner; but a bet-

ter defence being made, the Americans, after ftorm-

ing
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ing two redoubts, were repulfed, and obliged to

retire, not however without carrying off with them

near 200 prifoners.

In the Weft Indies, foon after the defeat of

D'Eflaing, at St. Lucie, Admiral Harrington was

joined by Admiral Byron ; and the Englifh fleet

being now fuperior to that of the French, endea-

vors were ufed to force the enemy to a general

engagement ; but they chofe, rather than encoun-

ter this rifque, to remain inactive in the harbor of

Fort Royal. Admiral Byron, however, deeming
it expedient to convoy the trade fhips collected

at St. Chrillopher's in June, part of their voyage;

Count d'Eftaing took the opportunity of detaching

a considerable force to the Ifland of St. Vincent,

which furrendered, though garrifoned by feven com-

panies of regular troops, without firing a fhot. This

is afcribed to the dread entertained of an infurrec-

tion of the Caribbs, who ilill entertained a deep

refentment of the injuries they had mftained.

The French Commander, being now joined by a

large reinforcement of fhips and troops, failed

With twenty-fix fhips of the line from Fort Royal,

in the beginning of July, and fleered his courfe

to the Ifland of Grenada, which, though bravely

defended by the Governor Lord Macartney, was"

compelled in a fhort time to furrender at difcre-

tion. Admiral Byron on his return, receiving

intelligence of the capture of St. Vincent's, irn-

Z 3 mediately
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mediately determined to make an effort for its

recovery ; but, on his paffage thither, heard the

ftill more unwelcome tidings of the attack of

Grenada, of which he now refolved to attempt

the relief.

On the 6th of July the two fleets came in

fight ; but the French, having already effected

their purpofe, were little inclined, notwithftanding

their prefent fuperiority, to rifque a clofe engage-

ment. A warm but indecifive action enfued be-

tween the van divifions of the two fleets, in the

courfe ofwhich the Englifh difcovered to their aflo-

Tiilhmen't tbe French colors flying on the fortrefs of

St. George. In the refult, the Englifh fleet bore

away for St. Chriftopher's; and the French Admiral,

after viewing their pofjtion in Bafle Terre road, re-

collecting the recent unfuccefsful attempt on the

gallant Barrington at St. Lucie, returned cjuietly
to

Grenada..

Count d'Eftaing being fully informed of the cri-

tical fituation ofthe Southern Provinces ofAmerica,

now, unexpectedly directing his courfe to Georgia,

made an eaiy capture of the Experiment of50 guns
with fupplies of various kinds on board for Savan-

hah, and three other frigates, which he fell in with,

on his way.

On the pth of September he anchored off the

mouth of the Savannah, to which General Prevoft

jiad ,again retired, and fent a haughty fummons

tq
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to that officer to furrender to'the arms of his Mod
Chriftian Majcfty ; to which a fpirited anfwer was'

returned. The fucceeding. day, Count d'Eftaing

being joined by General Lincoln, a regular ficge

commenced, which wa* fuftained with great vigor

by" General Prevoft, aflilled by the mafterly exer-

tions of Colonel Moncrieff, the Chief Engineer.

At length the French Commander, being impa-
tient at the flow progrefs made in the fiege, de-

termined upon a general affault ; and after a heavy

cannonade, the allies advanced to the attack of

the Britifh lines on the morning of the pth of Oc-

tober. They were every where repulfed with he-

roic valor. Count d'Eftaing himfelf being wound-

ed in the action, and the troops having fuflained

great lofs, the fiege was converted into a blockade,

and in a few days entirely raifed. A precipitate

retreat was made by the Americans, and the Count

retired to the Weft Indies ; whence he quickly

returned to France, much chagrined at the final

difappointment of the vafl hopes and projects

which he had originally formed.

Sir Henry Clinton, alarmed at the intelligence

of the arrival of the French fleet on the coaft,

and expecting an attack on New York, had font

orders to General Pigott for the evacuation of

Rhode Ifland, of which the Englifh had now been

in pofTeffion three years. But on being fully cer-

tified that the French fleet had departed for the

Z 4' Weft
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Weft Indies, he refumed the project which he had

formed of a grand expedition againft South Caro-.

lina. On the 2$th of December 1779, Sir Henry
Clinton failed with the greater part of the army

from New York, under convoy of a fleet com-

manded by Admiral Arbuthnot ; and after a tedious

and unprofperous voyage, in which much mifchief

was done, through the tempeftuoufnefs of the wea-

ther, to the tranfports and victuallers, the arma-

ment arrived off Crjarleftown bar, which the men

of war pafTod with fome difficulty pn the aoth of

March (1/80), the water rifing only nineteen feet

in high fpring tides, On the ift of April the Bri-

tifh troops broke ground at the cliftance of about

eleven hundred yards in front of tfye American

lines ; which, though no more than field works,

the Englifti General, willing to fpare the effulion

pf blood, treated with the refpectful homage of

three parallels and made his advances with great

circumfpection. It does not appear that any con-

fulerable exertion^ were made by the Americans

for the relief of this important place, though der

fended by General Lincoln in perfon with a fuffi-

cienily numerous garrifon ; which, if the inhabit-

ants had not (hewn an, infuperable reluctance to

abandon the town, might probably with more ad-

vantage have taken the field in conjunction with

the expected reinforcements. The fecond paral-

lel being completed on the 2oth of April, if was

thought



K. GEORGE III. 34$

thought expedient to propofe terms of capitulation,

on condition of the garrifon being allowed to with-

draw; but this condition was rejected by the Erig-

lifti General without hefitation. In a few days

the third parallel being carried within one hun-

dred and fifty yards of the American lines, and

preparations being made for a general aflault;

General Lincoln, on being informed by the engi-

neers that the lines were no longer defenfible, fee-

ing no profpect of relief, and the flefli provifions

remaining in {tore not being fufficient to furnifh

rations for a week, confented to deliver up the city

on the terms originally propofed by Sir Henry
Clinton ; in confequence of which about fix thou-

fand men, conlifting of continental troops, militia,

and failors, became prifoners of war. This event

took place on May 4th 1780. During the fiege

Colonel Tarleton, who commanded a legion of

cavalry, particularly diftinguifhed himfelf by the

activity and fuccefs of his entcrprifes.

The capital having furrendered, the next object

was to fecure the general fubmiffion of the inha-

bitants : to this end, a large body of troops under

Lord Cornwallis marched over the Santee, towards

that frontier which borders upon the mod popu-

lous parts of North Carolina. This movement

caufed an immediate retreat of fuch corps as had

been there collected for the relief of Charleftown.

Qne of thefe was unexpectedly attacked and fur-

rounded
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rounded by Tarleton's legion, which had marched

one hundred and five miles in fifty-four hours. A

very feeble refinance was made, and by far the

greater part immediately threw down their arms, ,

and begged for quarter : but a few continuing to

fire, the Britifh cavalry were ordered to charge,

and a terrible (laughter was made amongfl the

unarmed and unrefifting Americans ; and from

this time Tarkfons quarter became proverbial.

Soon after this Sir Henry Clinton returned to New

York, leaving the command in Carolina to Lord

Cornwallis.

During thefe tranfaclions in America much

alarm had been created in England by the junc-

tion of the fleets of France and Spain, which took

place very foon after the delivery of the Spanifh

manifefto. In Auguft 1779, they entered the

channel to the amount of fixty-five fhips of the

line, accompanied by a cloud of frigates, (loops,

and fircfhips. The Englifli fleet, commanded by
Sir Charles Hardy, who had received no inftruc-

tions to prevent this formidable jun6lioh, being ut-

terly unable to encounter fo prodigious a force,

was compelled to retire to the narrow part of the

channel, whilft the flags of France and Spain me-

naced and infulted the Englim coafts without mo-

leftation or control. Plymouth was, by the unac-

countable negligence of the Minifters, left fo en-

tirely deftitute of the means of defence, that the

doqks
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docks and {hipping in the harbor might have been

deftroyed without difficulty. Fortunately this was

not known to the confederate commanders ; and

on the approach of the equinox Count d'Orvil-

liers fleered his courfe back to Breft, without ef-

fecting any thing farther than the capture of the

Ardent man of war, which had accidentally fallen

in with the combined fleets. But the moft remark-

able confequence refulling from the appearance of

this vaft armament in the Britifh feas, was the ex-

traordinary vigor and refolution with which it fud-

denly infpired the inhabitants of the kingdom of

Ireland, who had hitherto contented themfelves

with feeble lamentations and unavailing complaints.

Seeing themfelves in a manner abandoned by Eng-

land, their troops withdrawn, their commerce un-

protected, their grievances unredrefled, military

and mercantile aflbciations began every where to

be formed; and in a fhort time, to the aflonifh-

ment of the world, an army of fifty thoufand vo-

lunteers, as if by magic, was created, difciplined,

and equipped; and resolutions almoft univerfally

pafled againft the ufe of Britifh manufactures.

The Englifh Minifters, whofe fears and appre-

henfions on this occafion happily fupplied their

deficiency in jufticeand liberality, inflead of oppo-

fing this national rage, furnifhed the new raifed

army with arms from the royal magazines; and

thus gave a fanction to a meafure which had been

adoptee^
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adopted without any regard to their confent or

approbation, The Irifh Parliament met on the

lath of Oclober ; and to the ufual addrefs brought

forward by the courtier?, an amendment was moved,

and adopted by a great majority, to infert in the

body of the addrefs the following words " We
beg leave humbly to reprefent to your Majefty,

that it is not by temporary expedients, but by a

FREE TRADE, that this nation is now to be faved

from impending ruin." In this the Lords con-

curred, and the addrefles were carried up to the

Lord Lieutenant with great parade amidft the ac-

clamations of the people-^the Duke of Lcinfter,

who commanded the Dublin volunteers, efcorting

the Speaker in perfon, while the ftrcets were lined

with the different military companies on both fides

from the Parliament Houfc to the Caftle.

The thanks of both Houfes were unanimoufly

voted to the volunteer corps thrpughout the king-

dom, for their patriotic exertions; and a fix months

Money Bill paflcd the Commons, in order to pre-

vent a fudden prorogation.

Before we inveftigate ttye cpnfequences of this

new and alarming fpirit, it may be proper to no-

tice a farther occafion ofmifundcrftanding between

the Courts of London and the Hague, from an

encounter which took place in the courfc of the

prefent fummer between Sir Richard Pearfon of

the Scrapis man of war, accompanied by the Scar-

borough
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borough frigate, having under their convoy the

trade from the Baltic, and Captain Paul Jones, an

adventurer of defperate fortune and defperate cou-

rage, who was commander of a fmall American

fquadron, which had for fome time paft infefted

the Britifh fcas. After a very fierce and bloody

action, both the Serapis and Scarborough, the con-

voy being firft fecured, were compelled to ftrike

their colors, and were carried by the captors to the

Tcxel. On this a very ftrong memorial was pre-

iented to the States General by Sir Jofeph Yorke,

who urged in the moft preffing terms,
" that thofe

Oiips and their crews may be flopped and delivered

up, which the pirate Paul Jones, who is a rebel

fubject, and a criminal of the Hate, has taken."

But their High Mightinefles anfwered,
" that they

will in no refpect whatever pretend to judge ofthe

legality or illegality of the actions of thofe who

have on the open feas taken any veflels which do

not belong to this country, and bring them into

any ports of the Republic ; and that they are not

authorized to pafs judgment either on thofe prizes,

or on the perfon of Paul Jones." This was an an-

fwer hard of digeftion to the Englifh Court, and

which indeed clearly indicated the partiality ofthe

Republic to the caufe ofAmerica; but the quarrel

between the two countries, though evidently grow-

ing more and more ferious, was not yet fufficiently

matured for an actual rupture.

Very
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Very early intelligence of the war with France?

having been fent by exprefs over land to India, the

city of Pondicherry was inverted by the troops of

the Company and of the Government, in the au-

tumn of the prefent year; and, after a gallant re-

fiftance by M. de Bellecombe, the Governor, it

furrendered to the arms of his Britannic Majefty.

On the other hand, the fettlement of Senegal* and

the Britifh forts on the river Gambia, were cap-

tured by a French fquadron under M. de Lauzun,

BND OP TH SECOND VOLUME*
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